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INTRODUCTION. 


7 HE proper Godhead of our 
Lord and Saviour Jisus 
Cunlsr, and of the Hour 
Spi ir, is a Doctrine that 
has been fo univerſally re- 
ccived among Proteſtant 
Diſienters, that it is really 
a Surprise to us to {ce how 
much Reaſon we have ro 

warn and exhort one another, that we ed FA 

this AH Fuith in a prize Conf. i: 

Wr have been very backward to ſale ct. that 
any among our ſelves, who have been rramed up 
under ſome Degrees ot Suffering, to Rave c 
greateſt Value for Scripture R- -VClation,. cou 
have been by any Means wrouz!:t npon to cal! 
in Queſtion an Article of Faith, ſo fully and tre- 
quent!y altertted boch in the Ola and Ne * Teita- 
ment, and Viuch has been always thought co 
hold the tirſt- Place among the P: incinic; of the 
Orctes. of Ged. And yct that this is rae Tryal 
of our vrcſent Day is roo true to be denied, and 
100 Maint 00 be any long or CONC2lle 4 dy us, 
Lv! 1 EBedy knows this is no part of cane Con- 
rover depending bet den the Nom Cor tor: pores 
ang the National Church, and therefore in tits 
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our common Cauſe, e affect not to act ſepa- 
rately from them; we vooſerve with Pleaſure the 
great Judgn.cnt, Zeal and Learning with which 
they govern themſelves in this Argument, and 
we heneur them tor it; and yer we think our 
ſeives more immediately concern'a to try whether 
thoſe of our Denomination, that arc unſettled in 
theſe great Points of Faith, may not hearken with 
more Attention to the Advice of their old Ac- 
quaintance, who have been always ready to give 
them full proof of true Friendſhip and the moſt 
tender Affection. | 

Axp yet we apprehend it will hardly be poſſi- 
ble for us to declare ourſelves on this Occaſion, in 
ſuch a Manner, as not to be ſuſpected of an un- 
friendly Diſpoſition towards them; our very ſup- 
poſing them to have fallen into an Error, and e- 
pecially our telling them how dangerous we take 
that Error to be, will be thought to proceed from 
too mean in Opinion ct their judgment, and 
Reading, and an Inclination to leilen their Eſteem 
and Intereſt in the World. 


Ap it mult be acknowledged, vhatever has 


a proper Tendency to eſtabliſh and recommend 
any Truth called in queſtion, muſt have an cqual 
Tendency to cenſure and explode the contrary 
Opinion ; and by doing lo, ir will cccrilion ſome 
Diminution of Honour to tiefe who have ta- 
voured and abetted the Error; this u a Conſe- 
quence not to be avoided, and troic who are 
aggrieved by it haic no bedy to blame but them- 
ſelves, who have (they beſt know bow) placed 
themſclres in that unhappy Oppciiticn to the 
Truth, that either their Reputation cr thc Credit 


= 
of the Truth itſelt, and of theſe that adhere to 
it, muſt neceſſarily ſufter; and the ore Side and 
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the other will feel this Conſequence, iccording 
to the Numbers, Intereſt and Temper ot thoſe 
that are for or againlt them. 

I this Caſe it will be no new [hing to hear 


the Aggreſſor declaim very plaulibly againit an 


uncharitable, impoting, cenſorious Spirit, as an 
Uſurpation upon the Prerogariye of the grea: 
Law-giver and Judge; and it will be eaſy to en— 
large upon thole beautiful Virtues, Ciarity, Mo- 
dleſty, and mutual Forberance ; and to entorce all 
with ſolemn Proteſtations of their own Integrity; 
by which Means, it is very probable, Imprel- 
lions may be made upon ſomò good and tender 
Minds, to the Diſadyantage ot rhoſ- that have 
nothing more in their Deſire than to recover their 
Brethren ut of the Stare, into which they are fallen. 
For our Parts, we ſhould be very ſorry if ſo 
good a Cauſe, as that whica we ſtand up to de— 
tend, ſhould ſuffer by our unbecoming Manage- 


ment. We hope the God wiom we ferve wil 


help us to watch oer our OWN Spirits; WE are re— 
foli ed by his Grace, never to take any Meaſurcs 
bus what in their own Nature, and by Di— 
vine In'ucution, are proper to intorm tac Judgment 
and cn ince the Conſcience, as far as we know 
Gur dn Hearts: It is no mere in our Incli- 


nation tuan it is in our Power to male uſe of 
un' Gf 137 « 


Kare tully perſy aded that the Weapons of 
var Wirfire are nor Carnal but Spiritual, that 
external Force is by no means to be uſed in 
Matters of Religion; but then tor this very Rea- 
ſon, ve tuink our ſelwes the more coliged to try 


te Force o Argument and Perſwaſion, as the 
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may call this Perſecution ; bur ſurely while we 
uſe no other Means to detend our Principles than 
tioic that are otherx iſe minded do to attack them, 
we muſt on bot tides be either equally clear or 
equally guilty ot the Sin of Perſecution. 

Ir theſe means of Perſw: alion and Admoniti— 
on may not be uſed, we have then nothing to do, 
but to put our ſcives into a State ot Indolence 
and Inditterence between Scripture 'T'ruth and 
Frrer, and llard by and filently obſerve our 
Brethren, our Friends, and Relations, both in 
natural and ſpiritual Bonds, turn out of the Way 
of Knowledge, and draw others along with them 
into tucir unhappy Wandrings. 

P:RxKAPs we ſhall be told, that cven in this 
Caſe, we have ſti!} the Liberty lett us of addreſ- 
ſing our {elves ro God for them, we know we 
have ir, ond hope we ſhall make Conſcience of 
it, or elſe we cold not expect t the Bleſſing of 
God upon any of our Endeavours. And yet we 

apprehend, if we ſhould bring this Caſe into our 
publick Supplications with thoſe fervent Aﬀecti- 
ors that are ſuitable to the Importance of it, 
they that differ from us, would reſent it as a 
more formal and folemn Inrective againſt them; 
bur while they ar: reproa ching us tor doing too 
much, we fear our creat God wo uld reprove us for 
' omitting a known command d Duty, preſuming 
that he will ſupply that Neglect ot ours by 1115 
own immediate br palt ion. 

For, hath not God required of us Ae ecial 
of his Miniſters, that we ſhould hold jaft the faith- 
full Nord as we have been tavelt, that by found 
Dotrrine we may be able both tn ert and to convince 
the Gain-ſazers. Tit. i. 9. That Te ſhould contead 
exrneftly for the Fuith that was once deli: red to the 
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Saiits, when Men creep in unawares denyin? u quver 
Sammy D x, woetoy v Indy Xergoy that ou] & vo- 
reien God and Lord of ours, Jeſus Chriſt. Jude. 4. 
7 5 it in Meekneſs we /hould inſtruct thiſe that oppoſe 
themfeloes, if parade eature God wid give them Repen- 
tauce to the Acknoxele dgment of the Truth. 2 Tim. 

1 110 and many other Injunctions of the ſame 
Nature we find upon record in our Bibles, and 
we cannot think they are of no uſc or Obliga- 
tion in our Days. We are tar from pretending to 
an intallible judgment about Goſpel Truth and 
Error, but we take it to be an agreed Point with 
Proteſtants, that there may be Certainy, wherc 
there is not Intallibility ; and none can deny this, 
unleſs they will venture to aſſert, that we can 
in no Caic know we arc in the right, but by 
being aſlured. that it is impoſſible for us, in any 
Caſe, to be in the v rong: And it none maſt take 

upon them to inſtruct, admoniſh and reprove o- 
thers that they think arc departing from the Faith, 
but thoſe that are themſelves infallible, the Mi- 
niſterial Office tails to the Ground, and even all 
private Chriſtian Advice falls with it, and yet 
this we believe would be to carry the Matter 
further than thoſe, that raiſe ſuch Objections, 
ever intended. 

Wu hear it already ſuggeſted that thoſe who 
are jo forward to uſe theſe Spiritual Weapons for 
the Suppreſſion of Error, would be as ready to 
ule carnal Weapons too, if they had them in 
their Power; this is a Specimen of ſome Mens 
lingular Candor and Charity tor us; we wiſh they 
voud conſider whoſe Prerogative they now 
. and what is become of that Modeſty and 
Lenders of which they have been uſed to 

{peak : 
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ſpeak; do they come by this Knowledge of us 
by rational Deduction, or by ſome extraordinary 
Diſcovery ? do they rightly conclude, that becauſe 
we make ufc ot thoſe Means, that are proper iu 
their own Nature to prevent the ſpreading of 
Error, we would therefore, it it lay in our Power, 
make uſe of Methods that arc altogether im- 
proper? that becauſe we uſe thoſe Means, that 
we have always declared our ſelves to have a 
Right to uſe, we ſhould theretore uſe thoſe Means 
that we have trom our very Hearts declared we 
have no right to uſe ? or that becauſe we make 
uſc ot the Means that God has appointed, we 
mould therefore, if it lay in our Power, make uſc 
ot thoſe Methods that he never appointed, but has 
abſolutely forbidden; this is a ſtrange Sort of 
Reaſoning, it is not accomodated to the Judg- 
ments of Men but to their Paſſions and Aﬀections, 
and looks much more like to proceed from a per- 
ſecuting Spirit, than any thing they can yet charge 
upon us: but as in theſe things we are manitett 
to God, we hope we are alto maniteſt to the Con- 
{ciences ot ſober and ſerious Chriſtians. 

Ir 1s very probable ſome of our Friends, thar 
are well affected both to our Perſons and Princi- 
ples, may think we are indiſcree: in appearing 
thus publickly, eſpecially under our prefent Cir- 
cumſtances, which call tor great Thankfulneſs to 
our Governours, and mutual Forbearance among 
our ſelves; and ſome may think that ſo open an 
Oppolſition to thele Errors may be the Occation 
of cheir Growth and Prevalency. To which we 
can truly ſay, it we conſulted our own Eaſe and 
our perſonal or political Intereſt, we ſhould have 
airagether kept ſilence; but we coriider we arc 
paler the ehre Commands of the Word of God, 
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that He has appointed a rational and ſcriptural De- 
fence of the Truth as a Means to ſupport it, and 
has from time to time blefled it and made it ele- 
ctual. We conſider how when preſently after the 
Reformation ſome Men ſtood up to revive and 
propagate Opinions diſhonourable to our Lord 
{fs Chriſt, God raiſed up others to oppoſe them, 
and after ſome Struggle, the true Faith of he 
Goſpel prevailed, and Error fell before i: ; and 
that during the Contuſions of the Civil War in 
Lugluud, thoſe Errors began to break out again 
in the Army and elſewhere ; publick Diſputations 

v ere appointed and Books were printed in De— 

tence of the Faith, and God crown'd all with 
Succeſs. Ve remember that when in the Reign 
of the Glorious K. H/liam, the Antitrinitarians 
took Heart and grew very numerous and contident, 
they met with a very juſt Oppolition trom ſuch 
Ore dat Men as Dr. Stillingfieet, 4 ot II'ireeſter, 
Dr. Jonathan Edwards of Oxford and Dr. Job 
Edwards of C:mbrilge, and ſeveral more, and their 
learned Labours ver? a ſeaſonable Service to the 
Church oft God. We are ſenlible how ſpecdy and 
ettectual a Stop was put unto theſe errors in D:/- 
lin by the ſolid and cloſe Reaſoning ot our Reve- 
rend Brother Mr. Boyſe : And tho' we pretend not 
to the ſame Meaſures of Abtiitics that theſe 
excellent Men were endov d with, vet ve {t and 
up in defence of the ſame Cauſe, and we deverd 


Cos t 


upon the Afiitance of the far: God, and we co 
not deſpair of his Bleſſing. 

W do not apprehend our Ccr.cern fer theſe 
great Truths can give any Oftence to our Gover- 
nours, cr render us unvworthy of the Favour they 

have ſhewed us, ſince the Articles of Faith ve 
eciend, are ſoch as the Nation openly declares 
er 
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for, and what we have ſolemnly Stib ſcrib'd in Courts 
of publick Record, when we recciy'd the Privilege 
of a Publick Indulgence, and had long before that 
time embrac'd upon a full Conviction from the 
Word of God. Our Fidelity to Conſcience and 
to our publick Conteſſions, can never turn to our 
Prejudice with a Government ſo wiſe and juſt as 
that under which we now live. 

No x can we ſce that a rational Defence of the 
great Articles of our Faith is any way inconfiſtent 
with our avowed Principles as Proteſtant Diflen- 
ters. We do not know that it was ever owned to 
be a Principle with them, that Error was never 
to be oppoſed, nor Truth defended by Perſuaſion 
and Admonition; nay far from that they always 
thought it was their Duty not only to diſpute for 
much leſſer Points of Religion than theſe, but 
even to ſuffer for them rather than give them up; 
their Religion was always dearer to them than 
their Liberties, and always will be fo to thoſe 
that know the true Nature of it, they valued 
their Liberty for the Sake of their Religion, not 
their Religion for the ſake of their Liberty. 

PERHAPS it will be ſaid, tho* Men may be al- 
lowed to argue and reaſon one with another in 
ſuch Points as theſe, yet they ſhould not be poſi- 
tive nor importunate, they ſhould torbear Admoni- 
tion and Reproof, vhich looks like aſſuming an 
Authority over their Brethren, and accutins 
the other Side of Dulneſs or Obſtinacy. And 
indeed as for thoſe that are not yet arrived or 
ſuch a Certainty of Knowle:ice and Faith in 
this great Doctrine, it would be very improver 
for them to preſs it ſo earneſtly upon others; they 
ougnt firſt to be well perſwaded in their own 
Minds, but if the Doctrine be true, it is poſſible 

id 
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it may be known to be true, and thoſe that 
know it to be ſo, may bc. ailowed to tell others 
what they believe, both of the Truth and Impor- 
tance uf it; and this may be done Wwithour vain 
Glory in themſelves, or an uncharitable Contempt 
of thoſe that are otherwiſe minded. 

Tuar there may be Truths, boch of great Evi- 
dence and of great Importance, hich yet ſome 
Men of good Senſe and Learning do not diſcern, 
is generally acknowledg'd ; ſuch are the Matters 
in Controverſy between Proteſtants and Papiſts, 
and betu cen Chriſtians and Jews, The Truths 
controverted are ſufficiently eviucnt, and of the 

eateſt Conſequence; and yet many Learned, 

ber and Inquiſitive Men, not only doubt ot 
them, but deny them: Of this their Ignorance 
and Error, there muſt be a Cauſe and a cuipa- 
ble one, which is not to be ſought for in the 
Doctrines themſelves, or in the Revelations we 
have of them ; but in the Minds of thoſe that 
do not reccive them. Ir may indeed be difficult 
for them to diſcern where it lies; but it is known 
to Gcd to be ſuch as will juſtity him, tho' he 
ſhould leave them to all the evil Conſequences of 
their criminal Miſtakes. 

Tur real Importance of any Doctrine, does not 
depend upon ſubjective Evidence, that is, upon 
the certain Perſwaſion I wave of it in me own 
Mind: It is neither leis rue nor leſs im rtant, 
becauſe ] am in doubt concerning it; the Iypor- 
tance of ic is an intri: Ack Ting, it arcs out 
of its own Nature, and the Piace it nacurally 
hcl.s in the Ch:i.in of Scriprure Principles, and 
the direct Intiuen ce it has upon the Vicals of our 
Religion as Chriſtian: And tho' 1 thould nor 
diſcern this, another mas; and it ne Cry, it Will 
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rot only be law ful tor him, but lind in him to 
CONLince me, how ellenctal a Truti that is _ 
L reject, and how deltructive the Rejection of 

v ould be in its own nature to my Soul: and this 
{cal ard Earnciinets of his, ought not to be cen— 
tured by mg, as any vant of Charity in him; 
unlets ] cond | be ſure, that he did not underſtand 
the Cate better than 1] ao: and ſince I cannot be 
lure ol that, it becomes me to put tlic favourable, 
rot the icvere ITT upon the Importunity 
he Ules * 15 Me. 

Ir indeed this ecaices Friend of mine ſhould 
make ule of carnal M eapens to corquer my Un- 
belict, 1 ſhall ſoon diſcern that, whether 1 be in 
the Riglt or in tlie Wrong, hie has mittaken the 
Nature of the Caſe, and acted without Autho- 
rity irom God; ray, if he ſhould paſs a Sentence 
ot Condemnation upon me, 1 ſhall have Reaſon 
to conciude, he has tranſgreſſed the Bounds of his 
Con nion: Since nothing 15 more certain, thai 
that every A Tudement is jrom the Lord, and to 
his ven M, be muft ſtuud or fall, And how tar, 
and in wiat Cics, the infinite Mercy of God 
muy unterpoſe, and prevent thoſe pernicious Effects, 
which ſuch an Error deſerves, and would natural- 
ly produce e, it left to it ſeit, are Secrets oni nov n 
ro God the Judge ot all, who is the Wife and So- 
vereign 101 Doſe: of his n Grace; but fill rhe 
moral Nature and Demerit of ifuch an Error 
remains to be M hat it was. | 

1 T 19 uſual wich Perſon: S Of all 0 EONS « and 
one more than tile ti; Ac Hare C! AUP 3 cl Wrong 
ones, to iniſt very much upen ihe ruth and 
Sircer:ty of their own Hear) S; ard Lite more fin- 
Lula they are in their Senriments, tlie bette 
right te) think They have to be believed, becauſe 
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the Way they have taken is like to expoſe them 
to {ome temporal Incowweniences. 

B uv r without any D! 1, AFATement to that ex- 
cellent Grace ot Godly | Sincerity, or Mithout 
diſputing the Claim tl ey lay to the Honor of 
it; it will certain, be proper for both one Side 
and the other, 0 ontider that this 1s the common 
plea of thoſe thut chene the grotleſt Errors: and 
theretore it becomes us all to maintain an humble 
Jealou!\ of our ow nh Harten 01 to truſt them roo 
tar, nor boar Of them TOO NN? 1 15 leit Cod {houid 
Jude ws to ont ſelves 70 fa ns foe what i in then. 
he moſt upright Suunt on Firth, is not tree from 
i tul Ladle. but citen fees Cante to complain ot 
+ treacherous Heart : Ana theretore, tha grear 
Joy, that retules fr m te Teſting f & nocd Cunſci- 

de ends rot meer; uy on the Credit or vera- 
5 N OUT OWN Spirits . nn ch ieh, 9 the Spi- 
it of God reitaellipng with vis Spirits, without which 
ve could not draw that comtcrtable Inference, 
hat we. are the Sms of Gol 

StxNCE then it is a diſücult Thing for us to 
U our oun Hearts; and a danacrous Via 
to rule them, it will be cur wafer V. a to ju ig 
of O11 learts, by the Scriptures, t 101 to AT 
of tlie Scriptures, by the gout Opinion ve have 
Hour own Hearts. For 1 rut and Error dl 
till be the fame in their on Neture and Im- 
portance, Mhether my Herrt have been tincere 
th {carch 19 alter them or no: ang it it ſhould at 
length appe. ar, that 1 have really fallen into Errors 
that are un theit on Nature ee and Yer ao 
DO Prove CYentru ally ſo to Me, ] muſt wholly 
aſcribe my Salvation to the rich Grace and Nie- 
rir Of m moſt mercitul lin Prieſt, who Hine, 
920 01: M15 Canetti Not 41% Jau alt, aid 17579 
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that are out of the ay I have nothing to aſcribe 
to the good deſerving of my own avowed Sin- 
cerity. 

W + do not queſtion but an erroneous Judg- 
ment, even in ſome weignty Points of Faith, 
may conſiſt with an honeſt Heart and therefore, 
hoy great ſocver our Concern is tor our Friends 
and Brethren who arc changing their Principles, it 
will be a great Satistaction to us, to obſerve 
that they ſti// hold faſt their Titerrity. 

W r hope thercieie, in all theſe Matters, a- 
bout which they have raiſcd Debates among us, 
they always Will take care to be tree, and open, 
ard Conſiſtent with themſelves, in all P. ces, and 
in all forts of Company: that they win be fair 
and faithful in reprcfenting the Judgmeiit and Be- 
haviour ot thoſe that ditter from them: that when 
preſt v ĩth their real Sentiments by thoſe that are 
diſſatisfied, they will not raiſe an artificial Cloud 
of ambiguous Puraſes, and fo get ott tor the p re- 
ſent themſelves, leaving the Complainants under 

ne unceſerved Reproach of falſe Accuſation. 

Tross that place the whole of their Rcligi— 
on in Sincerity, and expect that this Virtue ſhould 
make up all Deficiences in Enowleage and Faith, 
had need to preſerve it found and intire, ana moſt 
carefully to avoid every thing, that may either 
draw them away from it, or deprive them of that 
Comfort they receive from the Evidences of it: 
For if this alſo ſhould fail them, it behoves them 
to confider, hat they will have left to ſupport 
either their Reputation with Men, or the Peace of 
their own Conſciences in the fight of God. 

As to this particular Doctrine, that lies before 
ns, concerning the Ged end of our Lord Irsus 
Canis and the HoLy Spixtr, we wonder incor 

| | there 
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there ſhould be any Doubr raiſed among us, at 
this time of Day,as to the Truth of it ; but we won- 
der much more any Queltion ſhould be made 
about the Importance of it. Surely it mult be either 
a very important Truth, or a very important Er- 
ror : tor cither Side to miltake created Nature tor 
uncreated, finitc tor infinite, necefſlary for contin- 
gent, ſupreme lor ſubordinate, mult unavuidabl 

introduce the greateſt Confuſion and Falſeliood in- 
to all our Conceptions, Affections and Devotions. 

I x our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be really God by 
Nature, of the ſame Subſtance with the Father 
and the Spirit, it mult be highly diſpleaſing ro 
him to have that ſupreme Glory ot his deſpiſed 
and denicd by thoſe that yet call him their Lord 
and Saviour ; and tho' they may ſay a thouſand 
honourable Things of him 1n other Ages! yet 
while they deny him that which is his higheſt 
Excellence, they have little Reaſon to think he 
will accept any Offering at their Hands. 

Bur it He be not God by Nature, it muſt be 
a great Provocation to him that is ſo, to ſce us, 
both in private and publick Acts of Adoration, gi- 
ding away his Glory to another. This ſurely mult be 
in danger of turning our Religious Aſſemblies in- 
to Sacrilegious Contederacies againſt the One li- 
ving and true God. 

A xD while tlioſe that are yet called Chriſtians 
are thus divided about the Object of Divine Wor- 
ſhip, there mult needs be great Contuſion and Jea- 
louſies among the Worſhippers; eachParty being 
atraid leſt rhey ſhould have fellowſhip with Idols : 
and it will hardly be poſſible for them to worſhip 
God together, in the ſame Places, and under the 
fame Adrmniſtration, with a good Conſcience, or 
to their mutual Comfort and Editication, 

Fo x, 
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Fo R, whatever may be pretended, this is not 
a Controverſy about ſome metaphy ſical abſtract 
Notions, of perſonality Subſiſtence, modal Di- 
{{inccions in the divine Nature; in tee there will 
be always room left tor diſterent Speculaticas and 
Sentiments. It is not a Controverſy about Forms 
of Church Government, or Degrees of Order and 
Oftiicc there; nor about Rites and Ccremonies in 
external Worſhip, like that depending between 
us and the National Church; nor about the Sub- 
ject, Time and Manner of adminiſtring a particu- 
lar Ordinance, as that between us and the Anti- 
pxdobapriſts ; but it is a Controverſy about the 
very Object ot Religious Worſhip, Whether that 
be the only one, living and true God: which has 
been ever achnowledg'd ro be a Point of the 
greatelt Moment, both in natural and reveal'd 
Religion. We rcally think the Godhead of Ciirtsr 
and tic Hor. y Sp1k1T to be the primary Article of 
revcald Religion, and the Unity of the Godhead 
the primary Article of natural Religion; and 
when theſe are called in queſtion, we think WC 
are called up to detend them 
Ws have therefore, ar the Deſire of ſome of 
our Brethren tor whom we have a great Reſpect, 
taken the Freedom thus to addrets ourſelves to thoſe 
whole Thoughts have been agitated and unſer- 
tied in theſe Natters; and having hrit endcavour- 
ed to remove general Prejudice, we otter to their 
View a brief Collection of Scripture Evidence 
and Authorities, the only Rule and Ground of our 
Faith; and then proceed to ſet before them the 
harmonious Conſent of the RBej/:; ured Churches, 
not as a Rule of Faith to others, bur + a Symbol 
ot their own; 2 Cloud of Wineties which will 
are its due Regard with ſober and conſiderate 
Per- 
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Perſons. After this we would hope that f:rhful 
and affectionate Advic, which cloſes all, will not 
be defp:s'd by thoſe tor whole ſpiritual Saſcty and 
Advantage it is principally intended. 

Wi have compriſed the whole in as narrow a 
Compals as the Nature and Dignity of the Sub- 
ject would allow, reterring thole that have Lei- 
{urc, Capacity and Inclination to look more tho— 
roughly into this Subject, to the learned and vo- 
luminous Writings ot both antient and modern 
Divines, w here they may fee rhe preſent Truth 
triumphing over all the Strength and Sophiſtry of 
its Adverſarics : In the mean time it it ſhall pleaſe 
our glorious Redeemer to bleſs theſe our Endea- 
vours, tor promoting his own Honour, and preſer- 
ving the precious Intereſts of Peace and Trith a- 
mong us, we doubt not but that ut Grace 
thi oneh the Thankſciving of many wit redoniid to the 
Glory of God. 


CEDVAPAPPPRECEDRERACERSESERSEAPEREC EN ATEY] 
SSESSSASSSSES SS S dS SSSHEESLISSSSSS 
POPPE PEPEPERTEP ED PEPEDD EPPEPDDE PESEETY 


. 


Containing the Expitcation, and the Prof of the 
Doc TRUINE of the TRINITY. 


Set. 1. Har tee is a Gp, is not © Point ar 

preſent in Debate among us: lo tar 
from it, that the Gentlemen with hem we ars 
concernd, do (We believe, very {.ncere! iv) agree 
with us, that the Be ing of Ged is not on'y a true, 
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Principle, but the very firſt Principle of Natural 
Religion; and every where ſuppos d in the Sœip- 
ture Revelation. 

Set. 2. Whether there are ore Gods than One, 
or Oxeouly living and true God; is not the Que- 
{tion neither: however {ome appear inclin'd art- 
tully to paſs this for the Point in Controverſy, 
upon the Unthinking part of the World: This 
Principle, the Unity of the Godhead, is ſo 
plainly the Senſe of our preſent Antagoniſts, that 
they often, and ſome of them very learnedly and 
openly have appear'd in the Defence of it: nay, 
they not long ago, did aflume to themſclves (and 
ſeem'd very deſirous to engroſs) the Name of 
Unitarians. And We, on our Part, always did, 
and do ſtill frankly and openly declare, that We 
do believe, that there is, and can be, but One on- 
ly true Gop. This too with us is a foundation 
Principle of Natural Religion : and this 1s alſo the 
Language of the ſacred Scriptures. Thus we learn 

from Moſes, Deut. 4. 35. The Lord, He is Gd; 
there is none elſe beſides Him. And, Deut. 32. 39. 
1, even I am He, and there is no God with me: 
I kill, and I make alive, &c. And, Deut. 5. 7. It 
is expreſly charg'd, Thou ſhalt have no other Gods 
befides me. The Prophets alſo ſpeak the ſame Lan- 
guage : thus /. 44. 6, 8. Befides me, there is no 
God. I there a God b-fides me ? yea, there is 
a0 [ ſuch] God I know net any. So in the New 
Teſtameit. Mir. 12.32. there is one God, aud there 
i none Other 4% He. And 1 Cor. 8. 4. there is 
none other God but one. Thus tar we are fully a- 
greed with them: and therefore if this be all that 
they contend for, here may at once be an End ot 
all Strife: for (ſo tar) we are Unitarians as well 
as they. 
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Sect. 3. Bur what then is the Controverſy ot 
the pretent Day + Why really tis hard to re- 
duce it to a ſingle Term: but We think it is, 
firſt. /o, or H- Vet this one GOD? Whether He be 
only the Oue, meer I call'd the Hh; or Whe- 
ther the TI fee, in Scripture tpoken ot. a n, 
and Huly- %. Aydin 1 this (it 
we may be allow'd to {peak the p. ain Truth) we 
tear, the next and m air (Quettion between us nl 
be tound to be, Mhethier the Dic iu Beiio 15 not 
more clearly and fully known to theſe( vu hom we do 
allow, ſome of em to be) very Wiſe Meiz than to 
the All-wiſe Gor himielf? Ar leaf, Whether they 
are not able to e me juftf; and exacidy of it. 
than Hr has any where thought fit co do himſc.t 
in the ſured Scriptures ? 
Ius Gentlemen will do, what none he 
ever done before; they wiil by ſearching tind 
out Gon, by all means they will find him our 
unto Perfeitica : tho', at the lame time, they de 
10t know 'Fhemſelves, no not even their mui N - 
ture and Make; what that LH f Body and S$9i- 
it. is, Which docs eilent. ly conttitute a Man; 
* betein it does coniitt; BOW it Was effected, or 
how maintain'd: Nor do they know io mucn 
as What it is that dee, indi iduate the external 
Frame of a Man; and render what we ci our 
Body, the fame Bedy : Nay, there is rot tac 
meaneſt part of the Creation, net n We rm. rot a 
Flic, not a very Mice nor en ſpire or. Gratis, 
but wliar is an Orem ten! er the Un. erte, 
ing of tlie reads. [ "i 116107 zer in tic World: and 
yet they will needs pretend to know the 400.06 
Author of Univerſal > Nature. F'aey know tim 
10 well, that theꝝ d not need chat lie os uid 
tenen them how to ſpeal concerning lum: We, 
on the other Hand, do 2 pray, tat ve 
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way be always ta /t ed; and ſenſibly tecl 
that e no Where nec it more, than when we are 
to orm 1 our OWN, Or direct and aſſiſt the Thoughts 
ot others, upon ſo awtul a Point, as what we 
are to believe conwilin Goup. They pronounce 
very politiv ely, x hat God | as no where ſaid ot him- 
ſelf, ſo far as we can find: and they as peremptc- 
rily deny that to be tric, or even ſo much as pol- 
lible, which he has ſaid noz only once or tu ice 
of himſelt; but has plainly wrought into the 
whole ] exiurc of the ſacred Scriptures. Ve are 
ſo tar trom declining the Teftimony of Scriptrre, 
that ve appeal to that, as the Raule and the cu 
Rule, by which ve do, and ought to deter- 
mine ourſcives, both in this and every other Doc- 
trine of Religion that is ſuper-natural : Nor are 
we tonu of ſaying leſs or more than what is 
u ritten there: Hon erer that ſhall always guide 
(and therefore ve are ſatisty'd, will alſo guard) 
hat We d ee the Defence of, parcicuiar- 
jy UPON. this great Subject. 

Feet. g. No w therefore that which upon this 
Foundation, we allert, and are ready earneſtly 
to contend for againſt all Oppoſers, is, That there 
arc Ii, who do plainly bear diſtin& Names in 
Scripture, to wit, tic Name of the Huf, of the 
[Word, cr! S:z, and of the [Spirit or) Hh 
Gilt: We iny, there arc theſe Tee, to whom 
ve find the Scriptures do aſcribe and attri- 
butc any thing, every tuing thar is moſt pecrulieir 
and appropriated to tac Divine Nite, . ithout 
any Dinerence. Tae meſt peculiar Ihingo, that 
do di ſtinguiſh Gop from any, from ever; made or 
drive Being; do not Gil nocuth Theje | as to 
their Een or Being | from cach ther: Ws 18 
meſt appropriate to 65 is not (in Scripture) ap- 

Pro- 
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propri iated Cithcr to the the, alone; or to the 
Fon alone ; Or to the II Cf: none : bur, as 
e (aid above, is there minterently attributed 
co CAC: or an one of tiefe Licred /i. And wile 

this is the 0 0 int [1g 112990 of the Holy Scrip- 
cure“, Wat W114 t eſe Gent teme: 1 themſcives 
liave us to mer. hat can We pofſi. [y inter rom 
there, otlier orics than this, ] hat it is ee Three, 
(and not any One ot tlie The aloe) arc 1 One 
only living and true Gun? 

Sect. 5. Wi are as {enlible as they can be; orothiers 
that have been betere Lie, tiattihns id a ay ot 
ſpeaking wh. ch WE hire | hardly er have fall'n 
into, it vc had not been ied into it: Ve, upon the 
utmoſt Improvement of Natural Reafununaititcd 
by ſupernacural Revelation, Hound nofooncr have 
come at the Con tien, that there is only Oue 
Gen; but we thu very rrovably have been 
ready to inter, as theie Gentle men do, [hat this 
One Gub is On gs 5 „imple, uncompound- 
cd; undivided, Sc. Whar wonder at, 1% Not 
that any we Men ſhould 8 chus; but that 
an, (that in a Judgment ot GC FIV, we cumot 
bur. vet cok . upen to b.) LI C Men, 

id uch as know and Fiete what is M ritten in 
chi Swred Jriſtilres, mould CITE call Gr U rite 
at this rate. | 

Ber, in god eirneſt, mult we then for- 
bear tlie Uſe. ot Net RH Lg iz; and even 
pon ich a Point as tin, Iren as dur don 
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_crond what is meerly Natural: But ſurely, 
ve that own the Scriptures to be the Word of 
Gon, 1 ould Pay a molt av tul and reverential 
Regard to the very L 1Nguzge of Scr.prure every 
gelb and eſpeci ally wicre Go ſpeaks of 
himſelf, who is only known to himſcir. It he 
fa rot any where, that the Hue alone (exciu- 
jive of the Sozz, or of the Bl Spirit) is the 
_ Gop ; but does throughout the Scriptures, 
Loch cot the Old J'eſtament and of the New, 
{iy that Which 8 nolt naturally and caſily 
Icad any that do believe this to be 1 Divine Re- 
velation, to conclude that thele Three (not any 
ene lingly ot theſe 'Three) arc that O Gop 
vhom ve are to own, to worſhip, to depend 
upon, to adhere to, and to have our final and 
eternal State determina by; no one ought to 
vonder at it, that we do with ail the Zeal and 
Concern that ve expreſs (upon ſo great an Oc- 
calion) appear in the Detence of tie commonly 
received 8 

dect. 6. Wr do not ourſelres pretend to ſay, 
how theſe The os diſtigiib d from each other: 
that We leave to thoſe, Way are bald cu gu . 

ſyeak (even upon fuck a Point as this} Witiout, 1: 


rot asainſt what the Scriptures themfcives any 
v. here have ſaid : We only 
are Aiſtingui Bd. 


Self. 7. Wi turther add, that tlic theſe Tic are 
in the Scriptures di,Eu ia from, and therefore 
ut to be cbt u ith each Other: yet ve have 
learnt nothing there, either of their being d- 
Factuded, or divided: nor do we theretore under- 

tale ro ſkew explicitely, and in Particula re, how 


_ they are Tire; ror, OW (cho' Ihrec, yet) they 
are One. Wnt ve alert again 15 only, that 


lay, chat rliere try 
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they are Three, fome way or other; and tho' in 
ſome reſpect Three, vet but Oze Gb. 

$:2. 8. Nay, tho' theſe Three are in the 
Holy Scriptures ſpoken of under the Names ot 
F.:ther, u, and H [;-Ghiſt ; and as be rotting, le- 
cette, and proceeding - yet ſtill we leave it tothoſs 
who are Wiſer, or at lealt more bold and d aring 
than we, to ſav that this does, and to ſhew at- 
tcrwards how it dees relate to the Dis int Effence. 
For ve, who have no Notion of a Greater or Lefſer 
in the Gobp-H Ab, & think, that where-crer th. 
does belong, it muſt ery belong: and conſc- 
quently, that it is not any one ot the Three; 
but that theſe Three are the One Supreme Gop. 

Sc. 9. Lir it he added, betorèe we produce 
our Proof, that clieſe 1e are not mee; dy Three 
Names : The Gentlemen, wat whom at preſent 
the Controverly lics, do not ver feem inclin'd to 
ſay that they arc ſo: They do as well as we, 
put the hard Name cf $4c/jai/m, upon this 
Opinion: They own, as we allo do, that theſe 
three Names ive + te ' Diſtiuc1to, (cho' neither 
they, nor we know lat it is): that theſe Names 
do not every where in Scripture, it they do any 
where, bear Oe aud the ſcvice Meaning. 

Sel. 19. W x thall now only venture to ſay 
once more, that whatever the Diſtinctiou 18 be- 
tw cen theſe Sacred Three, or Mherein-ſoever it 
aces conſiſt; as on une part ic does not deſtroy 
the Unity of the Divine Nature, ſo on the Other, 
it is fuch (fo real, and ſo great) as is a juſt and 
tuffict'ent Ground to {1 port v ha tever 15 diſtiuci- 
{; ſaid of the One or tie other of them in the 
Holy Scriptures. So as that the Perſon ofthe Father 
iS net tie $ 4; NCT the. So Jt, the Futher ; z nor either 
of tleſe tlie TC. Thus tar che ſerious plain 


Chriluan, 


22 The Scripture-Evidence of 


Chriſtian, may venture into this awtul Myſtery 
of the Bleſſed INN: but whatever poſitive and 
bold Propofiti. u, or whatever ſubtil and enſnaring 

ueſtious, are delign'd to carry him further than 
this; he will do beſt tor his own Satcty and Com- 
fort, as well as for the common Peace, to avoid 
and keep clear of them, according to the Advice 
ot the Apoſtle, 2 - Tim. I. 23. rl and unlearn- 
ed Queſtions avid, kaorwving that they do gender Strifes. 


The SCrRIPTURE-EVIDENCE of the 


TRINITY. 


Av ix thus far endeavour'd to preſerve 
the honeſt and unwary Chriſtian trom the 
Snare of needleſs and dangerous Explications up- 
on this Point; we now proceed (tor the Uſe 
and help of ſuch eſpecially) to give you the plain 
Scrzpture Proof and Evidence of this Ductrine of the 
Bleſſed Trinity, in a narrow Compaſs. And 
I. As to the firſt- named of theſe ſacred 
Tarr, the Father | fo call'd]}, he is fo oft and ſo 
expreily call'd Gon, and with ſuch Artribut:- 
ons and Afcriptions ; that theſe Gentlemen them- 
{elves are pleas d to admit the Claim in his Favour. 
Nay, they are ſo far from excluding Him(as neither 
have we a any time, or dare we attempt to do) 
from the Notion of the God-head ; that they 
do, it we underſtand them right, allert the very 
Per ſon of the Futher [a5 diſtinct from, and with 
the Excluſion of the H and Spiriri to be the 
One Gon, the only GO; the Oe Supreme C: fe 
and Original of 1 Things, the ſole Origin or 
founta; in] of all Power and Aur! 1rity ; abſolute- 
ba Seprome ever ad, & c. Perhaps, they may here 


aer ſer reaſon to agree v ith us, that the 8 
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| Fathc | does not in Scripture every where denote 
the Perſon fo call'd; but is often to be under- 
ſtood of the Divine Efſeace abſolutely confi- 
der d. 

Houser, thus far theſe Gentlemen have 
excus'd Us, that we do not need laboriouſly to 
produce the particular Texts, which are necefla- 
ry to prove that the Father i. G 0D, or, that there 
is that ſaid in the Scriptures concerning Him, 
which will not ſuffer us to torm an Idea of the 
One Gob, but what muſt neceſſarily include 
Him. | 

II. Bur then we further ſay, that thoſe who 
will think and ſpeak of the bleſſed G o b, accord- 
ing to What he has reveal'd of himſclt in the 
Scriptures, mult admit zhe Sz | fo call'd | alſo in- 
to the Idea which they form ot Him. 

Wr are molt expreſly aſſur'd, that the bleſſed 
Go o has and will have a Name which he wall 
poſſeſs alone, Pſ. Ixxxiii. 18. and a Glory which he 
Will zot gide to another, Iſa. xlii. 8. Now if we find 
this | So x | docs in thoſe ſacred Oracles bear the 
very ſame Names, and has in all Points the ſame 
glory given to him with the Father; we ſurely 
muſt conclude, that however elfe the Either and 
He are diſtinguiſh'd from each other, yer they 
are not Oue and auth | a Suprewie, and Subur- 
diaate| GOD; but muſt needs be One and the 
Jame Ged. | 

1's not about a mer Name that we contend: We 
know, that there are both in Heaven and Earth 
Angeli and Meu) many that arc willed Gods, even 
as many as do bear the Commiſſion and act in 
the Name and with the Aucherity of Gb, 1 Cer. 
V111. 5 Jo. X. 34, 35. but thy” ihe Nediator, 
nay, tl. c very Man Chriſt Jois, might liabe (upon 


* 
tin: 


24 The Scripture-Evidence of 


this Account) and perhaps often has the Name 
ot (GOD put upon him; yet, we cannot think 
he would in Scripture be ſpoken of as he there 
very uſually is, it the Delign had not been to 
ſignity to us that this | $ or Her is Go emi- 
nently, or the Supreme God. And here, 

1. Evexin the O/d Teſtament, while the Goſpel 
Oeconomy was under a Veil, yet this Point was 
not altogether veil d. "That Jehovah, againſt 
whom the [ſraclites mirmared in the Wilderneſs, 
and whom they zemfred and ſpake againſt there, 
was not himſelf the Meſſenger of God | a Deputy 
God]; for M\ſes then ſtood in that place: bur 
theſe Murmurers (we read) ſpake againſt Gon, 
and againit Moſes, Nimm. xxi. 5. And the God 
whom they tempted and ſpake againſt is the great 
God, even the great King above all Gods; the Lird 
cur Maker, &c. Pſal. xcv. 3, 6, 7, 8, 9. Yet 
even the Lord Chri/t is this very Gon, 1 Cor. x. 9. 

THe Pſalmiſt prays very carneſtly to G ov, 
Pſal. cii. 24. O my God, take me not away, &c. 
and urges his Suit from the mention of the Di- 
vine Eternity and Unchangeableneſs, ver. 25. 26, 27. 
Of eld haſt thou laid tle Fundatiun of the Earth, 
and the Heavens are the Mit of thine Hands, &C. 
This muſt certainly be ſomewhat very dittering 
from a meer God by Office, or one who only acted 
by a Divine Commiſſion. But all this. is moſt 
directly and plainly apply'd to the So =- To the 
Son, it is ſ21d, Thou Lord in the leginniug, XC. 
n 

T'rar God fo lottily deſcrib'd, Pal. Ixviii. 
as riding upon the Hervensr, v. 4. as ia his holy Hu- 
bitation, v. 5, as the Gob of 1ſrac!, at whole Pre- 
ſence the Earth ſhook, the Fhavens alſo dropped, . 
8. and (to ſay no more) the Aluiglt, , 11 He 

; v. hole 
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« hote Charivt are, | ſhall we lay, drawn, or at- 
tended by | the very Auel, v. 17. He that 15 
our CO D, thc 6 O D of Sls. tiv4s, (r0ÞD thy 1.0 14 
iv whom bel. the Iſſues jrom Deith, v. 20. Can 
this be any other Gun ihe Supreme GOD let 
the Apoſtle teaches us to underltand all this ot 
CARISI, Leh. iv. 7, 8. conipare P.. IXviii. 18. 
In Prophet alſo ſpeal.s in the {ame fort of 
Langunge: / ſaw, fays He, tie Lo IAH fitting 
hoi I Lrone, Iſut. vi. 1. It was, that High oy. 
noſt exalted Throne, vbere Nin them 
(clves onl\ ue in Maiting, v. 2.the LORD of H jts, 
OV 11d and ador'd as cn V. 3. (not to mention 
a great deal more) Yer cven this, ail this, 
ici rhe Prophet {aw in 1 V :{16n, and thus 
ſpake if, Vas, and is the Gur y of 4 'HRIST, ; Fob 
XII. 41. Compare Iſa. vi. t, --- 19. 

Ht yoes on, Cap. „. Ithe Lob, there 
i359 GOD el V. fraes me, a t God 27d 2 Savi- 
our, there i» noi U. ud Ee, P. 21. 1 2 God, 
and there i ane je, This 1s Uþ | tne Gon | 
to Tohum cowry Nie V. ul. i be. every Trigue b 
ſear, v 23. The 10K. 55 u v rom * de Jul te RIH. Uk 
4 and HVArt hut! 73 2 Met // | wa COP, thts 
1s tc Lord, lit 77 MH 4 71705 See, ! of Ifradl hat be 
Juſt: fied aud tall pe 50 Ys V. 24. 25. Ana yer, 
this 15 the 2 6 74 4 ST: Rowe: ir. $0; It; 
[-Corc 331. 

FRE, noc multiply Teas unnec ili ty, 
let tue conſoron uns Chriſtian gompare, /e ii. 
32. Wün Nun. X. iz Tel, Nx. % ii wv lh 
Matt. „vii. , 1G. Zech. Xii. 1, 10. with John 
NIX 37. And He will not need to be told, that this 
CHR / ST 1s 1 Le j.ve GOD ow n0m the Scrip- 
tures ot tlie Ola Jeſtament KO bear Wit" 

. 
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as we have ſeen both trom Myſes, from the Pro- 
prets, and the Pſilius. 

2. Lr rt us now go on to the New Teſtament, 
and here we ſhall very diſtinctly find, all the 
Nunes whereby G 06 has made himſelt known ; 
the moſt eflential and incommunicable Proper - 
ties and Perfections by which He is diſtinguiſh'd 
trom every Creature : the Operations and Powers 
that are moſt peculiar to Him; and the Hi 
and Homage which does belong to GOD only; 
* belonging, and all aſcrib' * to Him | whom 

call the cond Perſon in the bleſſed I rinity 
the S "A or the Mrd, or Ciriſt Jeſus. | 

Sos F o begin, This SO IN here bears tlic 
Nitſies u hereby God has made himſelf known. 
Ius He is expreſsly call'd GOD ws, Mar. 
i. 23. The Lord, their Gov, . e. the God of 
tie Children of Ie, Lake i. 15, 17. He is 
called Go p. abſolutely, John i. 1. Aci xx. 28. 
GoOoD⁰Dhjjůliſel in the Fleſh, 2 Tim. iii. 16. And 
the Apoſtle Tomas calls him, by way of Emi— 
nency and Appropriation, his Id and his 
G 0D, Jm xx. 28. Surciy, this mult be the true 
GOD. 

Sef. 2. How, that we may not be in 
doubt, he does not only bear he Mime; but the 
moſt eilential and incommunicable P- 1perties and 
Perfetiovns of Gop are attributed th Him. Thus 

He is the true | not an imaginary} Go p, John v. 
26, 21. He is the Gent GO 0 not an interiour, 
rot an Underling }, Tit. ii. 13. He is the King 
of Kings, and LORD of Lords, Row. xvii. Io. -== 
I 9, 16. 1 he {1Viits 6 O D, 9 Lor, Rev. 1. 18. 
That h Life in himſelt, John i. a. and give. 
Life to Ocher: Jubi v. 21. even Fe; be, He 
will, bY Geer. 1 ar 18, He is thc 70  Aroater 

and 
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and Lord both ot Lite and Death; He does not 
act herein as One deputæd only, and depeudeut on 
the pleaſure of ſome Superior; but it is even 
as He himſelf will. Again, He is Gop over al, 
and | as ſuch} blefJ-d for ever, Rom. v. 9. He 
is Immenſe and Omiipreſent, Mat. xviii. 20. -= - 
28. 29. John i 111.13, He fd all ia all, Eph. i. 
23. and in Him dwelli all the fulueſi of the God- 
head bodily, Col. ii. 9. Belides, He is Omniſ- 
cieit ; knows ail Things, John xxi. 17. Heb. iv. 
13. Even the Reins and the Heart, Rev ii. 23. 
Yet th.s 1s peculiar to Gob only, 2 Kings viii. 
39. Jer. xvii. 9, to. What ſhall we (ay tur- 
ther, He 1s Unchangeable, Heb. i. 11, 12. --- 13+ 
8. He is Atlminhty, 6 1 Rev. i. 8. - - 
11. 17. And to add no more under this Head, 
He is | the Scriptures repreſent Him as | Eternal, 
and neeſſaril) exiſting, - Heb. i. 8. Cu. i. 17. 
i. . 11, % 2. 8. 11. 6. 
ä 
Sect. 3. BrSID Hs, there are thoſe Operation, 
and Piers aſcrib'd to him, that are mott pecu- 
har to the Nie Being. Thus, He is the 
Author of the whole CYHTAT ION; welay, He 
is the Author and tic Original of it: and not 
meerly a A+:i/ter or Initrument employ'd in 
that great Work. Acc ordingly we real not 
only, that it 15 by Him M an; that the World, 
and all things vere mac, Job i. 3, 10. but al- 
ſo, that He 15 that Ver, Lor 1 | JetioV An} W110 
himſelf laid the F undation of the Earth, and the 
Heatens are tie M'irk of his Hauds, Heb. i. 10. 
It 1s in Flim * 4 i that 2/1 er1ngs were Crea- 
ted, Cel. i. 16. as the fac Avpoitle had before 
ſaid, that it is ia Fin in Gop] welive, and. 
move, and hate gar Being, Acts XVII. 28. And 
| 3 to 
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to ſay no more, All things were ſo created | by 

lin] as that they arc aito created | for Him |, 

Th. UN, Col. 1. 16. jult as we read of Gon, that 

of Him and thro” Him | u, | auld to Him | ws 

Zum | 70 thing, Rom. xi. 36. Now the SON 

cou d not be, as he plainly is, the fizal Carſe ot 

Univerſal Nature, it he were not the proper 

Author aud Effucicit of it: And He that thus 

m de all Things, is undoubtedly the Surreme 

CG od. 

is He alſo who docs PRoviDixTiALLY 
furan and govern the whole H/rld : He does 
old a. things by the Word of His Pow er, 71.6. 1. 

3. and by Him ail things confiſt, Col. 1. 17. 

N „ H- does not only thus eſtabliſh and 
ve Force to the Laws of all created Nature; 
ut He does (and can) at pleature OVER-RULE 

% change the Courſe of em: that is, He has 

che Pover of WORKING MiIRaAcits; which 

does belong to none but the Supreme GOD. "Tis 
rue, Angels or Men may be, and oft have been 

„oy ' Lerc n as Agents, or Inſtruments; but 
er any ot enn {fo far forget themſelves, and 
ww: Miniſbes ial Ch aracicr, as to attempt to 

N (UE Nliracle ot nne at their own 
„ ice, their ovn Names, or by their own 

pine Neva Freeeniion of ſuch a Kind would at 


ro t rack inen and moſt abſurd: ridicu- 
. is being ſure to fail of the corre- 
een Lice, which only could ſupport it ; 

Wig HOLLY Puſphonons, as it intrenches on the 


Preti riet the mali High (; OI, Acco realihte- 
1 £215 the A polttes carefully avoid and difcluin 
eVery were; it was not | tney would not have 
it thought to be] by tir wit Pore, Or bY” Wr 
Altes, Acts iii. 12. they act in wither Neon 
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even the Name of CHRIST: Thus in the Caſe 
ot the impotent Man, ſays Peter, It the Nun. 9 
4 ſus Chriſt « of Nazareth riſe up and walk, As iii. 
80 ſays Annie, Brother Saul, the LORD (even 
of that appear'd ro thee in the Way) has ſent 
me, that thou 1ichteſc receive thy Sit, Acts ix. 17. 
And Peter again ſays, Muc, J. ſus Chriſt muketh 
thee whole, ver. 34. They aſcribe the Succeſs of 
all to his Name; His Num, (favs Peter) thro* 
Faith in his Name hath made this Min ſtiuiia, &c. 
Acts 111. 16. So Chap. iv. ver. 7, 10. they allume 
nothing of it to themſelves. But how dittering 
is the Language, when HE | tins 3 | 1s ſpoken 
of, in reference to any miraculous Works: He 
ſpeaks and acts as from Hunſelt; and neither 
dees nor needs to refer to any other Name : 
Thus He ſays to the Sick of the Pulſie, | and this 
not as deputed and enabled by a derived Power, 
but as being Himſelf ſufficient to the Underta- 
king] Ariſe, take p thy Bed, Mat. ix. 6. So in 
the Caſe of the Alan that had aa [af mity { hirty- 
et Tears, He only ſays to Him, Riſe, ec. John 
v. 8, 9. He does not ſay in the Nine of the 
Supreme GOD, or by Virtue of Flis Commilſzon 
@ hich I bear, &c.] yer this ſurely would have 
been added, it He had hercin acted me erly a 
His Deputy. And, when great Multitudes came 
from all Parts to be heal Fi ol their Diſcatcs, and 
all that did but touch Him were accordingly 
Lcal'd, 'tis added that the Hertie by which it was 
done [the Aways | wit forth [roi Hum, Luke vi. 
19 - 90-m the particular Cate of: he 1, oman 
mention d, Ile viii. 43, &c. ts [tie Which 
5 rought her Cure, dent wt of i, ver. 46. Tins 
; write theretore | this Power, was His vw, in- 
„rent in Imst; nor what was without Him, 
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deriving meerly from a mmiſſion that had bee: 
granted Him trom another Hand. 

AND whereas, it is HE who ſhall raiſe us from 
the Dead, John vi. 39, 49, 44 54. and who hall 
finally judge the Nord, Rom. xiv. 10, 12. 2 Cor. 
v. 10. (tho' it is true, that this Honour is put 
upon the Mediator, John v. 22. Acts x. 42. even 
upon the Alan Curiſt Jeſus, A xvii. 31. vet) 
it is fit to be moſt ſeriouſly conlider'd, How He 
could poſſibly ſuſtain and go tl.ro' ſuch an Un- 
dertaking, it He were not alſo GOD in tlie 
higheſt Senſe. 

Seck. 4. OxCE more, that WH irfhip and II- 
mage Which is due only to the Supreme GOD, vc 
are directed to pay to Him this SON |: I'nus we 
are to belive in God; we are allo to believe in 
Him, John xiv. 1. to hope and truſt in God; vet 
bleſſed are all they that put their 'T'ruſt in in, 
Pf. ii. 12. to /ove God with all our Hearts; ſo arc 
ue to love Him, 1 Cor. xvi. 22. and this not only 
in Sincerity, Eph. vi. 24. but Superlatively, and 
above every thing beſides, Mat. x. 37. Luke xiv. 
26. But to haſten, what is He, and what ought 
ue to eſteem and reckon Him, into whoſe Name 
we are to be baptiz'd, Mat. xxviil. 19. to whom 
we then and thereby ſolemnly are devered ; whole 
Name we are to call upon, (a) and to be caled 
by (b); He, in whoſe Name we are to be 
moſt folemnly bleſſed (c) ; by whom we are to 
ſtoeur (d); to whom we are to pray upon 1 
().cations, and tor all kind of Bleſſings, nay 


* 
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{a) Acts ix 14. 1 Cor. i. 2. (b) james ii. 7. 
(e Rom. vi. 2 2 Cor. iii. 14. (4) 1 Tbeſ. v. 
27 Nom, IA. 3 1 Izm. Ll. 7. 
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even in our very laſt Agonics (e) And what is 
He, to whom we are to aſcribe Glory for ever 
and ever (f); who is thus to be worſhipped, 
not by particular Perſons, but by the Univer/al 
Church (g): Not only by His Redeemed Ones, from 
whom it is juſtly due upon that Account ; but 
by every Creature, even by the Angels themſelves, 
into whoſe Caſe he did never enter with any ſuch 
Character. Upon this laſt Hint let us pauſe 
awhile: He, who is Lord alone [to ſay no more 
of Him] is the God whom only the Hoſt of 
Hewh en Worſhippeth, Neh. 1x. 6. the Lord who 
reigneth, and is fo largely deſcrib'd, / xcv. is 
He, whom only theſe Gods dv worſhip, v. 7. He, 
whom they do worſhip (we are aflurd) is a 
Jealins Gop, particularly in Relation to the 
Worſhip which he claims; that Glory he will 
not give, not ſuffer to be given to any other, 
Lia. xlii. 8. yet this Hoft of Heaven, theſe | God | 
alot them do and dare not but worſhip this 
SON, Heb.1.6. © 

Se:t.5. Ix a Word, All Things, whatſoever 
the Futher hath, are HIS, John xvi.i5. All the 
H-iſdom, all the Power, the Self-Fulneſs, the Al- 
Sufficiexcy, &c. Which belongs to the Father, 
belongs alſo to the Sou. Again, all Things, 
whatſoever the Father deth, theſe allu doth the 
SON, Johnv. 19. And, as if this were not 
enough it is expreſly added, Theſe the SON 
doth ¶ d ]] exactly in the ſame Manner as the 
Father does: Theretore, not One ſurely as the 


(e) Ads i. 24. 2 Cor. xii. 8. Acts vii. 59 
(f) 2 Pet. iii. 18. Rev. i. 5, 6. 2 Tim, iv. 18. 
(9 Rev. v. 12, 13.—xxii. 20. 
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proper Author, the Other oniy by Commiljzor and 
Warrant trom Him; not One as the Efficient 
and Principai C:rſe, the Other as a Subordinate 
Inlirumental Ahaus; not One abſolrtely and of 
Himiclt, and the Other as depending upon, meer 
Iii nd Pleaſure: For this would make a 
ver” wie Ditterence in the Way and Man- 
ner tir Working; whereas we arc atlur'd 
they Wet exactly alike, And hereupon allo 
they irc rehretented to us as being 7. ah other, 
John x. 38.-—*iv. 11. and, as being only know!: to 
each ther, Matt. xi. 27. and at laſt, as being viz 
Thiaz cach with other, J. 30. 

Tuvs tar we have proceede in the Diſco- 
very of tins great Myſtery of Gop [or of the 
Divine Being | : and find according to the Scri- 
pture Accoum ot it, chat it includes in it both 
the FAru FR, and this CAR IST, Col. 1. 2. 

III. Ir remains in the lait Place to ſhew, 
that the H o1r GuosST| io call'd,mpon whacever 
Reaſons | does alſo enter into the ift Ac- 
conit, xhicii we have of the bleſſed G ov. Thus 
He is not only ſpoken of as the Spirit of God, 
his Zoly Spirit, his good Svirit, both in the Old 
Teſtament and in the New: but we plainly 
feem ro be led into the thought, that He 1s 
the Spirit of Go, as the Soul is the Spirit of 
MAN, i Cor. ii. 10, 11. Not that we would 
or can ſuppoſe, that both Branches of tlie 
Compariion arc in every thing alike : bur let 
any one toll of a Combariſon made in Scrip- 
ture, nere Urere 15s no Reſemblance; and 


then let ther ay, tat che Kefemplancc--15 
or. Fan de, it rhe” ant e Gd is not as LI 


y . . * ' = : . 

featial to tax Dis tins; as the Spirit of 7 
a * 91412 4 1 1 | + » » f . - bs ; 
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we have ſufficient Grounds upon Which to aſſert, 
not only that He is the Spirit of God, but that 
He is alſo the Spirit, which zz Gov. 

ct. i. Thar the Name of |[Gop| is put 
upon HIN in the Scriptures, we think is very 
plain; though theſe Gentlemen are very poſi- 
tive, that the Word | God | in Scripture does no 
where ſignify the Perſon ot the Hor GHos r. 
We read of Amaiias, that he had lied to the Holy 
Ghoſt, Acts v. 3. it follows, v. 4. Thou haſt 
not lied unto Men, but unt) GOD. And they 
are ſaid to be the Temple of God, in whom 
[ and for that very Reaſon, becauſe } this Spi- 
it dwelt in them, 1 Cur. iii. 16. To whom 
can a proper Temple belong, but unto GOD ? 
And for what Reaſon can any Perſon or Thins 
be called the Temple of God, unleſs God duels 
in it or them, as in his Temple? Beiides this 
Spirit is called the GOD of Hype, Rom. xv. 13. 
He is the living GOD, 2 Cor. vi. 16. compar'd 
with, Lev. xxvi. 11, 12. He is the GOD ef 
Iſrael, and their Rock, 2 Sam. xx111. 2, 3. He is 
that Jehovah, from whom the Prophets ſpake cf 
old: Their Language always was, Tu ſcrith 
the Lord; or, The Word of the Lord, &c. And in 
the New Teſtamcut we read, that in the Times 
paſt GOD pale unto the Fathers, &y the Pis- 
phete, Heb. i. 1. Now this God was the Hour 
Gnos r, 2 Pet. i. 21. and 2 Tim. iii. 16. | 

ct. 2. BrS1D1is, He has all the Properties 
aud. Pe, fectious of the Divine Nature belonging 
to Him. This Holy G is not only a Spirit, 
but He is by Way of Eminency T yu Selkit. 
Ir would be endleſ here to mention particular 
Texts: Now what can this mean? Ms know 
there are many, innumerable Sirit,, Humane 
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and Angelica), it there be not other Spirits 
beides, whick ve h rox notlung of, But here is 
a Spirit, Which is ave il other Spirits : Surely 
this mult be the Supreme Gor. And this ſeems 
the more {trong!y t be concluded, becauſe He 
is allo {CP re ſented as ON f SIR I I, | that is 
not 17 a principal Spirit, but a Spirit, which 
iS 6s Hin: . all ue, beides whom there is no 
other |{uch | Spirit: Fius we read ot the ſume 
Spirit, 10 or. XU. . of wie and the ſelf-ſame Spirit, 
7, 1 I. and cf S713. again, Eph. ii. 18.— 
Iv. 4 Vat other can this be but Gop, for 
Crod is a Spirit? Jelin vi. 24. Belides, He is the Hour 
O Nr, 1 Jl ii. 20, tho we know there is one 
Holy as Jehovah, nav none befides Him, 1 San. ii. 
2. Rev. XV. 3, 4. He ische S Kir or Ho- 
INI SS, Rear. i. 4. And fo He allo is the 
SPIRIT or Turn, 7 xv. 17.---xv. 26.— 
XVi. 13. and the SpIRIT of Eire, Rome. viii. 
2. Rev. i. II. that is, He is that Spirit which 
is the Oricinal, the Fountain both of H.lineſs, 
Life aid Trizth; He not only hu, but He 7s all 
this, 1 folzv. 6. Again, He is Ouxiporexr: 
Fer He not only does what Cid alone can do, 
bur File is expretiv ſtil'd the Power of the Higheſt, 
Luke i. 35. Hers ImwexSsE and Omnipre- 
ſent: Be fs Heaven and Earth, Pf. cxxxix. 
7. He is Arii-wist: He knovs what pnly 
Cd dees or can know: He knows the Things 
which are to come, Jolm xvi. 13. Nov Upon this 
Head there is a Challenge enter d azainſt all 
fulſe f retended] Gods, or thoſe of a Lee e 
Lank, 4/6. Kli. 23. — oliv. 7. He knows-the- 
Tims God, Mint docs b en g to God; not 
only what Ged dees and fie a , but al is Spirit 
kn 5 Vin * G oil 15; 3 He! know Tie de D 7 17. 4 
of Gd ; nay, He knows a Thins, 1 Cor. ii. 
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1. 7 bu xiv. 26. Once more, this Spirit 
iS the ErrpR NAIL SpI FIA; theretore cannot 
be a made Thing, Heb. ix. 14. And to fay all 
in one Word, that Mosr Hign and G1 0- 
zlous Gop, lo lofttly deſcribee by the Pro- 
Phet, in the ſixth ot T.. th (Mhich we hate once 
before referr'd to, upon another Occ Aion) is 
this very ſeli-ſame Spirit : compare Ac «xvii 
25, 26, 27. with /. vi. 8, 9, 19. Ho, that glo- 
rious JEHOWV AH, gives the Melſizge in Charge 
to the Prophet; So 'tis in the 07 Pet: went: 
and in the Neu, Me arc told it was the HOLT 
6 HOST, who emvloy \d the Prophet ay luis Met- 
ſenger, at that very time and upon that very Oc- 

caſion, to freak t! noſe very fame. Words. V cannot 
ſo muchas 4iifpect that ny frcere and p! lain Chri- 
tian will (utter limſelf tobe fo fe r pr: "i'd 2 
as to be pert waded that this Hr I1-Gh /t (ifte 
all) only was the Af Heng employ'd on tis 
great Errand ; tho” ſuch atem pts will be made 
upon them: But it is fo plain, that this is the 
Place of the Prophet himiclt, in both Texts ; thar 
unleſs the Holy Gho!l may be allow'd to be that 
Treat and glorious 60 D Himſelf, we do not fee, 
that He can here have any Place at all. 

Sect. 3. AGAIN, there re ſuch Operations and 
Purer aſcrib'd to this bleſſed Hire „ do be- 
long to GOD n. Lhere {only tor the ſake of 
Bret! ty) pls by the mention of the Work of 


Creation, and of univerſal Providences and.only 
—_ upon t. e wo Heads, the Wor 1. of AT: a- 
Cs, and of rute. As to the j, tis Sort 
15 C\ CD) wher:: rear ente „ erase AT; 
ti emplo, d and atithoriz to Werl Mir. les, 
117 Nt me or the great 6 d, S an ue er 
en 3 C4 1 712 mig N. 0 
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but he is ſtill ſpoken ot, as one who Himſelt 
was the immediate Author and Original of em. 
To this purpoſe, He is expreſoly ſaid to work al 
theſe, 1 Cor. x11. 11. Nay, they are {aid to be done 
by his Power, Rom. xv. 19. and, at hi: pleaſure 
too: for it is [xaos Hνν,L u] jult as Ho will: in 
this great Attair, it is (we think) very plain, 
this bletied Spirit is ſuch an Agent as is ab{o- 
lute,arbitrary, unaccountable; and therefore ſurc- 
ly, He is independent and underived. "I'is need- 
leſs after this to add, that in the Day of Pente- 
coſt, (when the Apoſtles ſpake in all kind ct Lan- 
guages,) that which the amazing Diſpenſation 
is finally refolv'd into, is, that they were filled with 
the Hory-Guosr, Acts ii. 4. Nay, evenour Lord 
Jeſus [that Mau, that authoriz'd and greateſ? 
Miniſter (ſurely) that ever was] when He calts 
out Devils, aſcribes it to this blefied SPIN II, 
Matt. x11. 28. Now in this Caſe muſt we look 
upon Him as a Sant of Servaitts ? and does 
what He here ſays of His acting in rhe Vertue 
and Power of this Spirit, (ignity that He then 
lay under the Curſe of Cham Lor Canaan]? Gem. 
ix. 25. And there are none of all the Hr rf 
Grace, but what are every where aſcrib'd to this 
bleited Spigir? Who is it that does Aubint, that 
does furniſh and fit any ter the Work of the Mi- 
niſtry and incline them to it; is it not this Spi- 
7it, even tho' we begin the Account from the 
Head and firſt Miuiſieß? Luke iv. 18. Who 1s 
it, that does appoizit, and put Per ſ0;: (who truly 
belong to it) into the Miniſtry ? it is this SpirrT, 
Acts xiii. 2.---xx. 28. Who is it, that did 12 
dite the ſacred Scriptures ; and there lay gown the 
Laws, which are ro direct and regulatèe their 
Miniſtrations who were bore wo ours, and u! 
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that are to come after us? It is this SIR II. 
2 Tim. iii. 16. And then, who is it, that does 
and only can ctiectually bicls thete Goſpel-Nli- 
niſtrations with Succets* tis czly G OD that giv- 
eth tie Encreaſe, but it is this 81, 
1 Cor. iii. 6, 7. | 

AccorkDINnGLY, by this Spirit it is that we 
arc calightued, Eph. i. 12 18. So alſo that We 
are ealivened, John vi. 63. That ve are renewed, 
and born again, Titus iii. "Fol iii. 5, 6, 9. 
that we arc Su; 5 d, "a XV. 16. Cor. vi. 
. 1 Pet. . 4. „Theil. ii. 13. That we 
are e ry citablith'd in Gr _ Eph. 
111. 16. and, that we are Seed j, the Day of 
Redemption, Eph. iv. 30. it is all the Work of 
this SPIRIT» 

Ap yer turther, to us (even in the preſent 
Lite) this Spirit is a Spirit of ApopTIO&, 
and is ſuch, bears J/taeſs with our Spirits, that 
we are the Children of God, Rom. viii. 15, 16. 
a Spirit of GR ACH and of Supplication, and as 
ſuch, exclizes and enables us to r, Zech. x11. 

o. Rom. vii. 26. A Spiric of Powt«, thro' 
whoſe Aſſiſtance we do and are able to ty the 
Deeds of the Body, Rom. viii. 13. A Spirit of 
Wispou and Underitanding , to dire t our 
Way, Ja. xi. 2. Ram. viii. 14. A Spirit of 
Lo vr, by whom the Love of God is ſhed abroad 
in our Hearts, Row. v. 5. And a Spirit O. 
Praci, by whom we are formed to the love 
of exe another, 1 Pct. i. 22. Brietly, the Fruit of 
this Spirit (where-ever He dw clls) f is Love, Foy, 
Pe. itt Lou Heriug, Cent! ce, Gu 0daeſs, Euth 
or Faith? uncle), Meexneſs, Temper. m_ Gal. v. 
22, 23. And this, all this is only the Fir/t-fruits 
3 tle Spirit, Rem, viii 23 What then will the 

tu! 
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full Harveſt bg! It He is all this to us, and 
works all this in us even here; What will He 
be to us, what will he do for us when we come 
to Heaven! And can we then look upon this 
bleſſed SpIxIr, as any Other than Gd, even the 
moſt high Gor ? Or can we believe, that any one 
but God can do theſe things! 

Sect. 4. Wt now add in the laſt Place, that 
the Worſhip and Himage is duc and owing to 
the Holy-Ghoſt, which does belong to Gon only. 
Thus, in Baptiſm we are to be ſolemnly devoted 
to HIM, Mat. xxviii. 19. and at the Holy Table 
We are to dz/z% into this one SPIRIT, 1 Cor. x11. 13. 
When we are directed to pray, the LoD make you 
to encreaſe and abound in Love, to the ead he may 
ſtabliſh your Hearts, 1 Thell, iii. 12, 13. and, the 
Lon direct your Hearts into the * of God, 
2 Thefl. iii. 5. the Lord here prayed to, mult 
ſurely be this Spirzr - tor in one Place, the Father 
and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt had been expreſoly 
nam'd before, as diſtinct from this Lord and 
beſides, He who does both eſt4/i/þ us, and ſhed 
abroad the Loveof G O D in our Hearts (accord- 
ing to the Language of the Holy Scriptures) is 
the Spiärr. Belidcs, we are taught ſolemnly to 
appeal to the Hory Guosr, Rom. ix. 1. And 
HIM, we are to her, to believ e, to be obedient 
to, whatever He ſays, Rev. it. 7, 11, 17, 29. 
iii. 6, 13, 22. And to add no more, we arc 
ſolemnly to be bleſſed in HIS Name, 2 Cor. Xili. 
14: 

A xD now, upon this Evidence which we- 
liave here otter'd, (beiides a great deal which 
{ould have been added, it we had room) we 
leave it with the [erious and plain Chriſtian to 
judge, whetlier we have or have not dealt faich- 
ATC 
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fully with them, while [upon this Foundation] 
we have conſtantly taught them, hat alſo the 
Univerſal Church has agreed in, That theſe 
Three [ thc 2 ther, the ont, and tlie Holy Ghoſt] 
are the One Go, the ſame in Subſtance or E, 
ſeace, equal in Power and Glory. 
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Of the Harmony of the Retormed Churches 
en this Article of the Bleſſed TRIN IT; 
with ſome previous Obſervations. 


HE Queſtion betorc us is not, Whether 
every Doctrine revealed and taught in 

the Holy Scriptures be true: that is acknow- 
edged by all profetſ ng Chriſtians : but, Whether 
this particularly, of the Hl. Hed Trinity, be there- 
in taught? And of this there may be Certainty 
(ashath beenſhew'd) where there is not Intallibili— 
ty. Acquaintance with the Bible, either in the origi- 
nal Languages, or any right and true I r. anllat ion, 
with due Regard to the Guſt and necctlary Rules 
Ot Interpretation, may ſuffice tor tiiat; ee were 
it a Writing of little or no Uſe, it the main 
Points in it could not by ſuch proper Means be 
diſcerned. 


40 Harmony of the Relorm'd Churches 


diſcerned. Only we would © Rtinguiſh between 
the Docirines and Points propoſed in Scripture 
to our Belict, and the Thinzs themſelves that 
are the Matter and Subject ot them. The For- 
mer may be known, and Ground ſufficient ſeen 
for receiving them; where our Reaſon, at leaſt 
in this its weak and impaired State, can't reach 
the full, clear, and adequate Underſtanding of 
the Latter. Not attending unto this may 
occaſion Difficulties and Intanglement in the 
Thoughts, which other iſe would be prevented. 
If Perſons bring their preconceived Notions and 
Ideas of God, and of what is fit, or not fit for 
him to ſay or require, and by thoſe pretend pre- 
ciſely ro meaſure and ſettle the Diſcoveries and 
Declarations of his Word ; no Wonder it many 
times they be found wore bold, than wiſe (a). 
For our Parts, we go by other Rules. Having 
ſufficient Evidence that the Scriptures are the 
Word of God, purpoſely given to lead us to a 
right Knowledge of Himſelf and of His Will, 
ve apply to them tor forming our Conceptions 
of both ; and if any thing thercin tranſcend our 


(a) “Should chere be found ſome Places of Scripture, where it ſhou!d 
8 be expreſly written, that God was made Man, or did aſſume human 
g Flem ; they ſhould not prefently be taken according as the Words 
* ſound, bnce that is altogether repugnant to the Divine Majeſty ; but 
would require to be expounded in ſuch manner, as by Figures n 
© utterly unuſuzl in Speech a fitter Meining might appear to us. Socir. 
D ſputat. de Feſi Chriſto, Operam Tom, I. p. 714 lf not once only, 
a: bur often it ſuould be written in the ſacred Scriptures, that Ct 
* made Satista tion to God for Sins; I would not therefore believe that 

the Matter 15 10, as you imagine. Iden e Satisfattione, P. III. c. 6. 
. 201. © Any, the greateſt Forte is to be uſed with Words, rather than 


«4 . | . 
rake them in the obvious Senſe Second Ef iſt'e 10 Bilcerimicius. 
0; erii'm Jem. 1 425. | 


Reaſon, 
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Reaſon, vet, ſince God hath ſaid it, we con 

clude it is not in itſelf repugnant or 8 

ty ; and that ſaid it He hath, we diſcern by che 
Places and Paittaves themſelves, contiderced wien 
their Conte vt, and the Scope of v. hat is written. 
and by comparing Scripture W1tti Scr. PLUTe. V, c 
do not caſt in our Minds hat poſſiole Sente the 
Words cr Phraſes abltracily tiken may bear; 
but what in the Places where we tmd them, 

conſidered as above, they concan, or at lexte 
molt aptly and fairly lead us to. And thus 
judging tor ourſel es, we arc comin c d that 
this great and import um Article ot the Ever 

22 Trinity is taugar in the Holz 5 driptures. 
And the more coniirmed are we herein, when 
we lee fo many concurring in the ſame Senſe. 
The Churc h of God hath wWitneſledi to it in all 
Ages. l'is acknowledged to have been the 
common received Opinion fince the Council ot 
Nice, and tor the T'imes betore the Proots may 
be ſeen in divers, who have laboured in ſuch 
Collections (. ). The Purpoſe of this Part ot 
theſe Papers is only to repreſent in one View the 
judgment ot the Reformed Churches concerning 
this Matter, according as we find it in the 

Body of their Conſeſſtous printed roger. ler ar 
Geneva, An. 1654. In reference to Mhich Cu- 


feſſroaus we would only premiſe the following 
Obſervations. 


— — 2 — 


(a4) Dr, Souths Aim tverſiint on Dr. Sherlock's Vindicition f 1 
Wan 46. >. Ib. Bull” s . fenjo ride! NICCNE. 4. {Om Jucu, Fcc.et. 
TH Nec e ſit AH. (reden Ci Nw ole bern Denn. 1 Lale, Vindicgred 
AI - the Hier in Det, once of 27 NB lt. D, Har ack's 1 ran 2 nee 

rite e 7. 
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Ar rx the Church had long groan'd un- 
der the Corruptions ot the Papacy, and upon 
breaking out of ſome Light, was ſtrugling and 
crying out for Retormation, and in divers Pla- 
ces did gradually draw oft and ſeparate them- 
ches from the Romiſh Communion ; to ſtop. 
which Retormation, more than for rectity ing 
what was amiſs, a pretended General Council 
was called and held ar Treat; ſome before 
that Council, ſomè in the Hime of it, and ſome 
atter, drew up their Cvfc{/:oi5 of Faith, therein 
to atlert and diſplay the Truth, and declare 

ainſt ſuch Errors, as tlicy found had corrupted 
and darken'd Religion, eſpecially in the great 
and molt momentous Points ot Faith and Wor- 
ſhip. Now when all in theſe Weſtern Parts 
were thus ſtired up, and fer upon ſearching in- 
to things, in order to purge Ch;i/z's Floor, caſt 
ing out the Ciatt, and keeping the good Grain, 
this Doctrine was not found fault with, or look'd 
upon as any Part of the Apoſtacy; but on all 
fiaes held faſt, as what appeared ſo well and 
plainly founded on the SC riptures, and delivered 
down from the Apoltles inis, that no juſt 
Exception could lic agaimt it, but it muſt 
be taken as pure and 'Primitiv« Truth, as it 
s ith us, and other Chriſtian Ciurches to this 
Huy. 

2, Ps Cnſeſſious and Declarations were 
nod IFN 11 u before erer the C. ontroverſy now 
on ſoot had been ſtarred, and Oppoſition made 
againit this great Article of the Chriſtian Faith; 
:hoſe Reiormers were well appriſed by whom, 
and how it had been attached, and how detend- 
ed; the; Loew the Pleas and Pretences, the Cri- 

ticiſms 
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ticiſms and ſubtil Arguings of its Enemies; 


how dextcroutly the Cauſe on that Side had 
been managed by fome Men of corrupt Minds 
before their Days, ſo as perhaps it hath not with 
greater Advantage ſince; yet were they not 
ſhock'd or moved thereby, but held taſt this Point, 
as well as others oft the common Faith once deli- 
ver'd unto the Saints. 

3. Turn went upan the ſame Principles that 
we do, and as it is allowed we ought to do, viz. 
that ot judging for themſelves, and taking the 
Holy Scriptures as the fole Ground of their 
Faith and Hope; the divine Authority and Per- 
tection ot which they as clearly and fully aſſert- 
ed and owned, as we can; as likewiſe the Ob- 
!1gation of all to ſtudy and converſe with 
them, and guide their Conſciences by them, 
and not by the Authority or Dictates of any 
mere Men, or Body of Men. They Taught the 
Scriptures Perſpicuity, at leaſt in the great and 
neceſſary Points of Religion: that theſe are fo 
plain, that every honeſt Mind with competent 
Pains and Diligence may ſee them, and be ſatis- 
lied of them. We do not produce them there- 
ſore as adding any thing to Scripture Authority, 
on Which alone they did, and we do depend ; 
bur as Witneſles of its Doctrine, who upon tree, 
diligent, and impartial Searches gave into the 
tame Senſe, as upon like Examination we do: 
we mean in Subſtance, it not alwavs in the 
ſame Words; though moſtly there is an Agroc- 
nent in the ſame Jerms too. 
J. Ius are the Veſtimonies not of ſome 
te particular Perſons only, but of whole Bodies 
ot Men, among whom there vcore many of great 


G 2 Picry 


44 Harmozy ef the Reſorm'd Chuchez 


Piety and Ability, Skill in Languages, an all 
uſeſul ſubſervient Liccrature, who could under- 
{land the Signitication and Force of Words, the 
Drift and Scope of the inſpired Writings, the 
Laws and Rulcs of juſt Reaſoning, and [nier- 
pretation, as well it may be as any lince: in a 
word, Men, conſider'd thus conjunctly, as little 
likely ro be miſtaken, or deiigncdly to mitlead 
others, as u in our Time. 

5. Jo this we may add divers advantageous 
Circumſtances in their Teltimory. They were 
not under Infiucnces of Fear, or. of Flaitery ; 
they were remote and diſtun, many of them, 
from one another; drew not up their Contetitons 
by concert; but at ſeveral Times, and in feve- 
ral Places, only with tlie ſame common Rule, 
the Holy Scriptures before them, as their Foun- 
dation, in the Senſe of which for thu main 
tiicy agree. In Rites and Cerewonies, and ſuch 
the leſler Matters, there is Variety with Cha- 
rity ; but in the Subſtance and chief Heads of 
Doctrine they were ot tlie ſame Mird, and ſpake 
rhe ſame thing. and the true Laith and rig Wor- 
mip were the Matters they were moſt intent upon, 
nd cercerned about. They were not carried 
with Prejudices for, or againſt this, or that Article, 
or Senſe ot it; but deliberately weighed every 
Thing, ard freely declare 4 againſ, and caſt our 
hat COrvpiiors they ivund in due Religion of 
Liclr Country and Ancciiors, however long or 
nnverſilly they had obtained. And as there is 
22 Freund to queſtion but this Point of the 
Leer ben 
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taken it tor an Error, they would as re 
have parted with it, as they did With 1» 
others ; yea more readily, becauſe ct the C 
nexion and Conſequence of it, in Reterence to 
the whole Scheme ot their Religion. For, 

6. Pur x had like Thoughts with us of the 
Importance, as well as of the ruth of this Do- 
Ctrine ; that it is not a ſmall, or a meer {pecu- 
lative RNlatter; bur a Prime and Fundamental 
Point, vw hercon the grcateſt Truths and Du- 
ties of the Goſpel are grounded. Ihe greateſt 
Demonſtration of the Evil of Sin, of the Love 
of Gou t Men, thc Ditcovery ot the Poſſibi- 
liry of a Mediator, of the Suitablencſs and Sut- 
ticiency of Ci tor this Purpoſe, of his Me- 
rit and Grace, Satisfaction, and powerful In- 
terceſſion, of the Virtue and Efficacy ot his 
Sp rit to renew and fanctity, to guide and bring 
Souls to Glory; all have their Bottom in this 
Doctrine of the Bleed T; inity, and could not, 
that we can ſce, be well accounted for with- 
cut it. And as to Golpel Duties, ſuch as 
Faith, Love, Obedience, Worſhip, Cc. all as 
Curiſtian have this ch God, who is Futher, 
Suit, and. Hoiy Ghoſt, as their Object. In 
t1:5 one Name we are baprized, and to this 
God 15 all Service and Honour duc, and by 
cory true Curiſtian paid. All Chriſtian Mo- 
rality ari{ctiz our of this Belief. In a Word, 
utter Ignorance, and c{pecially Denial of this 
SO theſe Reſormers reckoned could not 
od with a right Chriſtian Proteſſion ; they 
cenſured | mpugrers of it as Overthrowers ot 


tue Chriſtian Foundation, and none of their 
ommunion. 


7. WOULD 
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Worry not Advantage be given to 
Deiſts and Antiſcripturilts, not to ſay Arhicilts, 
to ſcoff at the Bible, if atter Pretences of its 
'Truch and Authority, and that its great End 
is to call off the World from Idolatry and 
Polytheiim to the Knowledge, Worſhip, and 
Service ot the One only and true God, and 
of its Plainneſs to ſuch Purpoſes, being tor 
the Uſe ot all; yet even as to this main Point, 
the Setting forth ot this one true God, diſtin- 
guiſhing him from all other Beings, it is allow- 
ed to be done in ſuch a Manner, that not 
only one, or a few, through Careleſneſs or Pre- 
judices, or judicial Blindneſs might miſtake ; 
but that the Generality of Chriſtians in all Agcs 
have miſtaken, under as good Capacity to un- 
deritand it, as good Means and Helps thereto, 
as much Concern and Diligence, Imparrialiry 
and Faithfulneſs in the Study of it, as ſincere 
and carneſt Prayer to God for his Guidance, 
and as good Ground to hope for it from him, 
as any can pretend to? What 1 may they 
ſay, can ſuch a Book be of, or what Likelihood 
that it is from God? Could he not ſpeak 
plainly of himſelt, where *tis pretended he de- 
ſigned to do ſo? Is all there fo delivered, that 
the World might, and almoſt ail actually have 
erred, as to the very Object of their Faith, 
Worſhip, and Obedience, and in whom their 
Felicity is placed? Would not that Book, in- 
ſtead of leading to Lite and Salvation, be the 
moit inſnaring Rd dangerous one that can be: 
Ot whar Tendency mult thoſe Notions be, 
trom which any ſuch Conſequences ould juſtly 
Now 2 Once more, 
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S8. Tor Chriſtian Virtue and Religion, 
according to theſe Conf, {jroas, hath been not on- 
ly under, but by Inlluence of this Belick. And 
the Compolers of them did not think, nor can 
we, that a falſe Faith can be productive ot a 
good and holy Lite, either in the Nature of the 
Thing, or by the Operation of God owning 
and accompanving of it. Do Merz gather Grapes 
of Thorn, u Figs of Thiſtle: ? The Fruit will 
be agreeable to the Root, both in Nature and 
Moralitv. Wrong Principles and Grounds will 
have Ettects accordingly ; nor will the God of 
Truth and Gocdneſs make uſe of the former, 
to the producing ſomeu hat contrary in the lat- 
ter. It ſhould feem by the new Scheme, ©1- 
ther that ſuch as have gone upon the old arc 
periſhed ; er that they have been: brought to the 
Enjoyment of the truc God by Boeliet of, and De- 
pendarce on a Falſe one. 

Tursr Things premited, we ſhould now 
come to the Comfeſtun, themſelves; but ſeve— 
cal Antient Cd being reter'd to in them, it 
will be needtu! to fer down what they ſay upon 
this Article. 


Tur APOSTLES CREED, as it is 
called, the Compiler ot this Harmony ſaith, © is 
the Contefſion of the Faith of all Chriſtians, 
the univerial Rule of all other Confeſſions, 
containing the Analogy of Faith, the Sum 
of the ſacred Goſpel, comprehcnded in the 
© Old, and elpecially in the new Teſtament : 
that none may {a} that C:c-4 is not extant 


in the holy Scriptures.” Ihe Places cited are 
dere mark'e 


cc 
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« I Drrirer in God, the Father (4) Almighty, 
& Maker of Heaven and Earth. 

Heb. 11. 6. Tal. 33. 6. Gen, 1. 1. Trov. 8. 22, 

D. Pfal. 116. 10. 1 Cor. 3. 6. Nom. 1. 25. 


Col. 1. 16. Rom. 10. 11. Matth. 25. 15. 


cc. AN in Jeſs Chriſt, his only Son, cur Lord. 
Tſal. 2. 7 Aatth. 3. 17, Jia. 9. 6. Jahn 3. 1%. 


0b 


1 Cor, . 6, Heb. 7. 2. 14 7. 14. Lube I >. Co 


} 


Ja. 11. 1. and CJ. 2, Matth, 1. 18, 25 and 3. 17. 
Joh u 17. 3 and 12. 38. Rom 9. 33. 1 et 2. 8. 
Jobu 3. 16. Heb, 2. 16, Gal, 3. 16. II. 2. 
2 Pet. 1. 17. 


» 


e Brr.1revs in the Holy Gh ſt. 
1 John 5. 7. Iatiß. 28. 19. 2 Cor. 13. 14. a. 59. 
21, and 45, 18. Matth. 3. 16. Ads 25, 2% Ron. 
. I ++ I Pet, 1. 11. | | 


Tur Doctrine of the Sacred Tritt: here pro- 
felied well agrees with the Scripture Doctrine, 
and What we may be well atlured went with 
Bavriim, as Matth xxviii. 19. Teach all Naticas, 
baptizing them in the Name of the Father, aud of 
the Son, aud of the Hily Ghoſt : three Relarivecs, 
but one Name, one Authority, Power and 
Mz,etiy, one God. This is the Catholick Faith. 


— —_ 


Ca) © Obſerve (fairs Sr, Auſtin ) that when he joins rhe 
„Name of God the Father in the Contethon, he thews, that he did 
not firſt begin to be a God, and atter that + Father 3 but with- 
* our any Beginning he was always boch God and Bather. There 
© fue when ever you her the Name Father, ac knowiedge that he 
* hath a Seu truly begotten. —— ili, true Son is the Word. 
Ser men. de Temp. derm. I. p. £25, So allo Ruffinus, ©* By this 


Hh % Name later the yon is alſo demonttrated to ſubfit with him. 
' Exy*ſ. in Symbol. Apo. J. „„ 466. Since the Fabel 
5 5 bete. J. 4 . 566. mce the Sabellian and . Arian 


© Horebes ctpecizihy this Iiterprotatien hath been intiſted on. „ . K. 
II. of the Creed, p. 8, 81. 


% From: 
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«* From this Place (ſaith Bryoeuft) did Fg In- 


© tients gacher the Unity ot Nacure and Plu- 
« rality ot Perſons in God.” This Proteſlion, 
as a learned Perſon obſerves, (a) hac been co- 
eval with Chriſtianity. * Among the Zow the 
« Cuntroverſy was about the rue Mceiliih, 
among the Gentiles about the True God: 
* 1t was therefore proper among the Jeu, to 
e baptize in the Name of Jes, that he mig 
3 eher to be the T'ruc Moeſſiah; ; among 
« the Gentiles in the Name of the Father, a. 14 
* of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, that they 
might be thereby inſtructed in the Doctrine 
« of the Truc God. Hear this, O Ari, and 
Socinian,” faith the learned Lightfoet . 


The NICENE CREED, 
« Wr believe in «we God, the 
Firft General 4 Fiber Almighty, Maker of all 
275 8 — * things viſible and in itible: . 
wont Ate: „AND in Jeſis Chriſt, the 
5 3 cc * Fa- 
Aung 325. f only begotten Son ot the 
ther, God of (God, Ligit of 
Light, very God of very God, C70 ten not 
* made, of one Subſtance with the Fat! zer, 
* by whom all things were made, both wine 
* arc in Heaven, and which arc in Earth; who 
© for us Men, and for our Salvation deſcended, 
* and was incarnate, and made Mun, ſutterod, 


(4) lem, P. 35, 137. 17. 5 . 
(6) See hs Works Fol. 11. P 2754 anl . 1 30• „ ip. p. igt. 
Ji be : I shall only obterve theie th nos 2 (1.) As h 5 11 rh ανν 
8 ine f mioarelt, to the plaineſt Truths in the Bible. | cans hat won + 
CET a; their D. nial of the Godhead of r, e. (2) They g 
* ciean_crots to the Streatn of 8 ture: the main P je or 
thu is to extol or. and the Hily Goat, the man Parp it ot 
* thete ro abale them!!“ 
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«c 


and roſe again on the third Day, and aſcended 
into Heaven, and ſhall come to judge thc 
quick and the dead . 
Ay in the Hy Ghoſt. 

And thoſe who ſay there was a Time 
when he | viz. Chriſt | was not, and that 
betore he was born he was not, or that 
he was made ot nothing, or ot another Hu- 
poſtaſis or Subltance ; or that ſay the Son of 
God was created, or is changeable, or altcr- 
able; theſe the Catholic and Apoitolic Church 
pronounceth accurſed. 

Tus that moſt antient and xenerable 


cc 


cc 


ce 


14 


ce 


vc 


Council, ſummoned trom all Parts of the Em- 


pirc, Winch at that 'ime included almoſt 
the whole Church. Here, as in tlic Cecil 
toregoing, the Order pointed out in rie Bap- 
tiſmal inſtitution is ſtill followed; what En- 
largement it hath is explicatory, occaſioned 
chiefly by the riſing Hereſy of Ain; on ac- 
count of which, together with the Bulineſs of 
Eaſt, this Coun cif* was call d. Here the Te— 
nets of Arius were inquired into and diſcuſſed, 
the Terms uſed weighed and fifred, and the 
Proteſſion abo c mentioned agreed to by three 
hundred and eighteen Biſhops, a very few ex- 
cepied. The true and proper Deity of Clriit, 
his Coeſſentiality and Cocternity with the Fa- 
ther were examined by tlic Scriptures, and 
judged agreeable thereto, as alſo to the Mind 
ot the Chriſtian Church in rhe preceding Ages, 
and thoſe Terms liked as ec:preſive of the 
Truth, and proper to cur of Eations of Men of 
ſubtle ard corrupt Minds. i had betore 
becn cenſured in the Church of Alexandrin, 


M here = 


in the Article of the TR IN ITV. 51 


herein he was a Presbyter, by a Council called 


by 


Alexaade their Bithop tor Ex:minins this 


Attair. he Things, fairh Aleviten, Which 


10 


cc 


CO 


* 


they | viz. Aris and his Adhlicrents | publiſhed 
contrary to the Scriptures were theſe : {hit 
God Mus not alwavs a Father, nor the Word 
trom Everlaſting, but had his Beginning "t 
nothing; that he knows nut the F ather (141 
and ablolutcly, nor can pertectly Gditcern hin ; 
that lie was made for our Sakes, that God by 


him as an Inſtrument migat make us. 45 
8 eretorc and lis Adherents who uttered 
eſe Things.--- We, together with Otel os 


icon of E egypt and 1115. in Number near 
an Hundred, meeting for the ſame Purpote, 
have pronounced to be held of all Men ac- 
cur: cd. — Whar Man hearing %u aſſirm, 1 

Beginning was the H ird ( (a), Will not con- 
mn thoſe, "thar ſav there was a Time when 
he was not ? Who when he licareth in the 
Golſvel, The 64d) {oa tte Sou (b); and, By him were 
ll Thing 04 ade (; Will not deteſt thoſe, that 
allirm the Son is one of the Creatures 2 Heu 
can he reſembic the Things that were made 
of him? How is he in Subſtince different 
tron the F ather, being the pericce [mage and 
Hits © the Father (d), when he ſaich, 
He that hith feca me, hath fe. the Father at- 


fo e Ho is hie alterable and murable, 


Winn he reporcs 6: himſelt, [ am ia the Fi- 
ler, aid the Juttlen in me (f); and, 1 aud my 
Let / er ane b,œe ]; and by tne Prophet Malie hi, 


CO ha te 06} n ur. 1. Ze Ci 1c: CO Rain i; 3; 
. Eu u. % %% £7 3 1h; ver. 1 11. 4; 0 


by « J 


\ 
14 
+ 
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ce 


4 * 


cc 


g un the Lord, 1 clanne not (4) ? 'Tho' that 
be retcred to the Father, yet is it fit] 
apf ble 0 tlic Son; M ho is, 0 the Apoltle 
WrictEsS, 7246 s Chriſt the ſane 7 7 das, t to 
Div, aud { ever (b). When tuch had once 
UCL cu to Mar agauyt Chriſt, the; 1 jected 
is Words, lere he aich, As the Futhe lunu— 


410 7 4 (e 2 Kit WW 7 He 1 ther . tt & anne 
Father nov Ct the Son 1:mperie. ty, then the 
I L1owoti the Father imperfectly ; but ii 
$3 


this be Imp Icy and Bialpheiny to ſoy, and 
the F ther un ON cth the Son PCriccouy and tul- 
Iv ; wen dotn it follow, Lat even as tlie Fa- 


* TRICE [Lower 115 "OWN Word, o the V. ord 


NOV cth his own Father, wuole Word lic is. 
© k . 5 , . =o 
I v. as our Sa\iour's Warning: 70 / 
wa 
, decide 182 (a). And Pant wrote, tiiac 14/2 


the 2 1 ines ſeme would Ju Jian tho true 


- ith (e), and give car to Spirits cf Error, 
d Doctrines ot Devils, cp; ling the] ruth. 
Now we hearing cheir Iinpieties Wich our I. ars, 
NOT V: it-cut Caule have proc incu theſe cut 
from the Catiaolic Church, and far from 


the right Faith. And we hae certified 


you, that ir ſuch preſent themſelves betore 
you, vou 8 give no heed to them; tor it betoves 
us, ho are Chriſtians, to eſchew all ſuch, as 
(pen their Mourtis again Chrif!, ard ſuch as 
ale al licnated in Mind trom him, as Enemies 
c Cd; ard that ve bid not ſuch Cod-ſαα Cf) 
teſt we Ueceme Partakers ct their Sins (%.“ 

Tus diy this Bfhop 2rd Synod endeat our 


pp x 0 he 2 . — a. ? 
FC, CI. U OT | 1 11? 115 Birth. tut thc KTutla 
CM: ld: ̃ hb all. Lys © 0 Mae, 
** 5 (3Þ T A Fein. nn. (0 Ak Nane 
20 ar, . i 7 


” $ gp 


in the Article of the THIN ITV. 53 


of it, ard hiis Followers, diſguiſing their truc 

Senrunents, an > CONCe: ling the Poit 1 of ey Th 
cOrruPT Decurine, got Interett in many, and by 
ſuch NI. ans 11 read their Leave: 1, and occation '4 
rent I roub 22 in the Church, ot which the 
1 Shop n other Taste, betorc that now men- 


278 


d made great Complaint. In it he likewiſe 


open itivcir Hereſy; atlerted the Deity of 


(Gral, that as the Word be fubtilted trom Eter— 
Pity, ard is equi: 1 with the Father, being. of tlie 
tne Nature; and contirin d all by convincing 
Procts from Scriptu! e. Ard alter opening other 

Larts _ t 9 Creed, ot the Incarnatio 1, Ot C717 
< the Returrection, and about the II Spirits 
+>. he _acds, This is the Doctrine of. the 
Axoſtolic Church, for Which he ſaid he was 
Cg TGA, and that Ain, &c. were caſt OUT, 
Lectiule tt) taught another Doctrine; and ex- 
erts his ow Biſhops to avoid them, and 
join ther Help tor repreſſing of this Hereſy. 
1111s 35 kak 1 


by Thedya in his Hiſtory, lib. 1 


4 
(ap. 3. But all! t availng, the Cauſe, as lith. 


been fienined, Vas brought to the Council et 


Nic, and 3 atter fall Examination and 
Diſcuſſion, the Proceedings oi Alexauder and his 
Ccuncil wv cre « approved, ther Sentence con- 
hrmed, and the Faith of tie H Trinity 
cieured and ſettled according to the Sacred 
es elpecia ly in relation to the Deity ot 


6 1 1111 4 Y . aid) His Lternity, $01) id Oncrofs 
in Subttance with tlie Father. 


1 


Beru Eiſelius and Cuuſtautiu“ himfeit wit- 


rib to the Character and juli Pr Ceedings of 
By ; » ++% of . 89 * 0 7 fs. 255. 
this. Cement was: compotcd (ag, faith 


le il 4 


| 
| 
| 
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« Fu,], of tic clicteſft Learned Men of 
« {evcra! Nations, ſome tamous tor Wiſdom of 
"y Speech, {ome tor Gravity ot Lite, and ſome 
for both; ſome v. encrable tor their Age and 
« Experience, others for their Ingenuity and 
„Wit. He compares it to © a Spiritual 
© Garland compoſed of the choiceſt Flowers. 

Fabinus the Macedonian atteſts the juſt Character 
of this Luſebius tor Learning and Fidelity; tho 
ſo inconſiſtent is he, as at the ſame "Time to 
contradiet his Teſtimony, eren in theſe Things 
that he fo well knew, ard of which he was ſo 
much a better Judge and Witneſs than Hiliuiis, 
being himſelt one of the Greateſt Men in the 
Council. Cunſtaim ine alſo, by whom the Council 
was called, * who was preſent, and in a fort 
we may ſay moderated in it, or at leaſt ſuper- 
viſcd the Condu& oft it, in his Letter (a) to the 
Church of Alexandria ſignifies that © He with 
« the Council endeavoured that the Truth in 
« Controverſy might be throughly tried cut : 
« that all Things were narrowly lifted. How 
* great and horrible Bj laſphemies, .it he, have 
« ſome uttered againſt our Great Saviour, a- 
« gainſt our Hope and Lite! When more than 
« three hundred Biſhops, Men of great Fame 
« for Modeſty and good Underſtanding, ind 
© conlirmed one and the ſame Faith, found true 
te by the Truth itſelt, the Teſtimony of the 
* Holy Scriptures ſearched into for that Purpole, 
&« Aris was found to have fallen from the frame. 
© and to have ſowed among you lirſt, and then 
« among us, this poiſoned Error of Perdition. 


La 


n * — oc. th. toed ay 92 . 


4 Scrat. Bel. Hit. L. J. C42; 6 7. 
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Wlerctore let us embrace the Doctrine that 
God hath deliver 4 to us: let none ſtagger, 
none dclay; bur all jointly with willing Minds 


return to the molt pertect Way of T ruth.” We 


may conclude what concerns this Nicys Creed 
and Ccuncil with the Words of Biſhop BY. 


cc 


cc 


cc 


ec 


10 


140 


c. 
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cc 
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cc 
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cc 
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ec 
cc 
cc 
10 
cc 
cc 


de 


* Ix this Synod, ſuis fe, the Butine!: 
was cf a chief Head of the Chrittian Re!:- 


gion, Viz. the 2 of the Perſon of 


J Chriſt our Saviour; whether he be 10 
be worſhiped as true God, or to be brought 
down into the Order and Rank o Creatures, 
and ot Things ſubject to the true God, I: 
in this Queſtion of greateſt Noment we con 
ceit that all the Governours of the Church 
have been utterly miſtaken, and inftillea their 
Errour into the Chriſtian P copic ; how will tue 
Faithtulneſs of our Lord Ci i/f appear, who 
promiſed he would be with tlie Ales and 
with their Succeſlors tothe End ot the World? 
As often as I weigh theſe Things with my 
{clt, lo often almoſt do Il, not without Indig- 
nation and Horror, think therewith ot their 
monſtrous Folly, or rather impious Magnets, 
who have not feared openly to rave again; 
thoſe vencrable Fatiiers, as thoſe who ha 
malicioully, or to be ſure cur of eee 
and raflily, depraved the Catholic Doctrine of 
tlie Perſon Ot Feſt» Arif. delivered by wn 
Apoſtles, and preſerted in the Ciurch thro' 
the three firſt Ages, and obtruded 2 new Fat! 
upon the Chriſtian World. ---- Su, pole > they 
had been weak ard unlearned, as Sb 111 
Maucedouian without Ground fu age iced: det 
vere they tor the molt p: WW Mcn of Fiery. I: 
is incredible that fo wany buly and gen Aer 


i 
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« coming together from all Parts of the Chriſti- 
« an World, who, whatever Unskiliulncts other- 
& wiſe they labour'd under, yer could not be ig- 
« norant of this Elementary Doctrine of the K- 
« ol Trinity, that uſed to be delivered to the 
« Catechumens, or what themſelves had learned 
« of that matter from their Anceitors ; that they 
« could wickedly conſpire together to this pur- 
© poſe, to innovate the receiv'd Faith ot thus 
« Church in a chict Article of Chriſtianity. 


The CONSTAN TINOPOLITAN 
| CREED little difters from 
WY that of Nice, and is ſometimes 
3 2 4 called by the ſame Name. Some 
ſta an. , _ explicatory Enlargement it hath, 
ple, a 1 
gaiuſt Macedo- chiefly in what concerns the Ho- 
nius, Ann 381. fy Spirit, in oppolit ion to Mace- 
douius, who denyed his Deity, 
as Arius had that of the S (a). Here in this 
Council the Nicene Creel was recited and ap- 
proved, and the Clauſe concerning the Spirit 
enlarged thus - OD 
And inthe Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver 
« of Lite, who proccedeth from the Huber, who 
together with the Father and the Su is wor- 
* ſhiped and glorify'd ; who ſpake by the Pro- 
* phets *. The Words [and the Son] were af- 
terwards added to thoſe | who proccedeth from 
the Father] and this hath been long owned by 


Second Geaeral 


— 


the Churches. 


(a) Scrat. Hiſt I. v. c. v. 


T'hg 


1H the Article of the 4 5 vi TY; 57 
The EPHE SINE COUNCTLE 


A Gene made no new C * 1 . I), but 
Council of 205 On All Hands proictie:t ro cv 
Br jw ops at FE phe- [CY the Nice 1e, and Cehlured 16e 
lus, againſt Ne- 44 fhould frame an other ; only 
Rorius, Anne 43 they enlarged upon the Do- 
cerine ot the [act ttt; , ACC rang do the Senſe of 
Crril's Second Letter to NA,, Mhich they ap- 
proved. It was to this eilect. VER... nat te 
Som ot God was made Nan, ond born of a 
'* Virgin, yet without C Nange C t tac Natures, 
M either Ot LOG Ficſh into the Gounrcad, or of the 
« D:vine Nature into the Mantood, without any 
1 eee or Mixture; ver fo, as the Word be- 
ing united lvpotiationtly (2) with the X uhood, 
* makes bur one Chi? thar we may not divide 


*© the tuo Natures, nor look on them as united 
merely by an Union of Dignit!, Auchoritg, or 
* 


Allcctic „ e. 


ue CHALCE DON CREED was 


lilewiſe the Frne with that of 


err LION al Ne, * nien wien mme (uſktuti— 
(C 2 ) 727 0 | WT! 
{ag of : - ate it Hl , na Declariti- 
Pi oe al £71 ry . 8 / — | 
( Gon, 7 42.754 l $ IC Councit * „s, 1 00 

a | = | * 
ut ches, Ann. h Ie Lat to this Cirtle- 

a 0 I I 
$11. 9:1 CHILE, WECTC IE id ama Apr 
ied. In e e Me 
EHE t eh ine Ami dete > 
Die, he Exfiofred ti:cim 0 JUULC 3201 dete einne 
= 9 . „ ' ' » |» «& Jy -» 
of all Docirmcs of Falen by the Kule of tho 
: * Q 3 Y * 260 , . 
11. 1 BCt 11s, i h As ACE: WU noly Lily orot. Sy 
1 a . | . © 

ret d. 15 0. LOTT t tine Herete Gy * 't che 5 
\ US CY WHIT Ahe Article concern mg Corilt : 
; W he DCLICYEC 151 HY Lora "Frys Crit, Cc QI! 
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«c 


of God, perfect God and pertect Man, conſub- 
ltaptial with the Father as to his Divinity, 
and with Man as to his Hutnunity ; in whom 
chere are wo Natures united uithout Change, 
Divition, or Separation, fo that the properties 
of the tuo Natures are in, and agree to, one 
and the lame Perſon, who 15 not Givided i uno 
tuo, but is one and the fame Je i, 25 15 
{ad in tlie Micue Creed,” Aſter reading this all 
cried ut: This is the Faith of all the Fathers, 
tl. is is the Faith of the Apoſtles, we ail thus be- 
lieve, and this let us all follow. (46) Having 
ment:ona a Letter ct Leo to this C:umcil, let us 
take Notice of ſome other Pallages in his Later 
to the preſent Purpoſc. ( Letter 93 : He rejoiceth 
tac they had confirmed by their Judgment tne 
Doctrincs that he had taught agreeably with the 
Cath ic Faith; they did not the: go by tlie 
Authoric of any but their own judgment, Zuli— 
ded by the Scriptures. Letter 13.4: He demonſtrates 
that it was ncceflary for the Reconciliation of 
Nan to God, tat Jeſus Chriſt ſhovid be God and 
Min, and trag the divine and human Nature 
ſouvid be uniicd in cne Perſon ; and proves by 
many Scriptures, that teſe rwo Natures are rea- 
ly and truly in 2 us Chriſt; and ſhews the ſame 
from the Fatliers. Thus of the General Councils. 


Some Creeds allo drawn up by particular Perſons 
are mentioned, viz. 


ce 

cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
6 


CT 


Cc. 


(a) Du Pin ta es notice, there were hr 350 Bi mops named 
in te Ak of th. Council; thetetb e tho? Les 779th Leiter ta th 2+ 
bout 608, by ir, ati or th. Manner of the L4'in', may he mant on t 
Brea: Number. Oder jadgo that the At »pMitans e. kon'd the Bin. 
thit uc under them tho abtent, and o he Number migh be rat. 4 tO 
thit ot 650. And _— = new Fan h va; p. 5 4. bitt 
tho who were Avi m held, re Met opanen m vt hav 
to put tic Nac 0 It 5 (od. Gn. v. eo as 


' 
8” f 


lame hich 
their Leave 
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in the Article of the LIRIN ITV. 59 
IRENE USs CREED. *« hc 


Church, ſais he, planted thro the whole 
« World, even to the Ends of the Earth, hath 
« trom the Apoſtles, and their Diſciples, received 
this Faith, which is, In one God, the Fiither 
« Almiglity, who made the Heaven, and the 
Earth, the Sca, and all that is in them: and 
in one Feſus Chriſt, the Son of God, who was 
incarnate for our Salvation: and in the A 
% Spizit, who by the Prophets preached the 
3 of God, Cc. (a) 
TERTULLIAN' CREED. The 
« Rule of Faith, ſis he, is this: We believe 
there is o , only God, who is no other than he 
that is the Creator of the World, who produ- 


( a) This being an .Ante- Nice Father, fee how he vn Horftond hes 
own Creed, by Patſapes cited tron tis Wr, in By. . % fd, 
Neeeng, edit £20: 9.1; 126,35. and Dr. Hane ie not prom. 
Coriſt. p. 27. Cc The Dottor cites theſe V/ords of Trevi rt © Nor 
art thou unc:cated, O Man, nor didſt thou always exit with Gol, 
as his proper Word did. Iii. ce. The immenie Fatt: meatured by 
the on, Wr the Mecatare of the Father is the Son, becaute be compre» 
h. nds him. 1. 1 c. g. It was mect that the Medrar u between God and 
Man thouild by hie dveibrg 1 ith both reconcile ran. Liv. i ce 2%. 
The Sen of Ged, wh? i- God, fall come. Iv.c 23 He prove: von 
his tes. it ing Sins thar hei- truly God It. vic. 17. Speaking he 
Valew ii 21 ly: {arch {© Th:y were inet gon not only 201A 5 the 
Creit * Dit ton ard C» iſt, and rhe N Sten N 
pies to Crit, Rem, g 5 in the Senſe o: the Trinitarians een eber df), 
GAA fr ever. Ii. inn. 15, Re calls him hy 2 1 m. d. J. 
ii 22 Sith,“ Ia be that appeared ten the Bib, 410 
cilled the Gf, and thee wv, [am Lib aiv.c 11. He lan, 
He re e · ves g Way this Teitummnz, that he 15 eruly Man alt truly 
God, trom the Facher, fon the Sp:rir, trom the Angels, . IL. „ LV. te: 
14, His Wyd ant Witiom, h Sen and Spirit v ere always with 
him, to whom he ſpake; 1taying, Lf ws make Moen I „ 37. le 
prove; hi Etinuy hon Prev. $. 23 Io Hr tanth, “Neither the 
Lord, nor the Hy Net, nor the Apoſtle: 4d Ihnrively and ibis. 
lure'y call any one God, untls. bs vere very Gd, and that 
when thc: iprures nawe rh e Gods, hug are nn G ds, it is done 11 
tach a Manncr, or to ſu h heran as de way cdi ec (My do NAT 

end Gr! by Eine d Nature, bir eue ition atig Appoint- 
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ccd all things out of nothing by his Word; 
« firſt of all {enc forth that Word, c uicd his Son, 
« who in the Name ot God was many ways 
* {een by tlie Patriarchs, and always heard in 
* the Prophets; at laſt came down by the Spirit 
ct God the Father, and by his Power upon the 
Virgin Muy was made Fleth in her Womb, and 
of her was born Man, and is / Clift, who 
ſent his Powertul Agent, the 11% Spirit, to wor i 
in thoſe that beliet e, Cc. (4) | 
Ts Tort: 7a gives as the Faith of the Church, 
in his Book ot Preſcriptions againſt Heretics, and 
aſſerts the Agreement thereot with that of the 
Apoliles, and that it is the common Doctrine ot 
the Churches in Eure, Aſiu, and Ajrica. 
e, fuis e, have tue Apoſtles tor our 
% Teachers. | 

AT HANASTY Sc CREED: 
The Catholic Faith is this: “ That we Worſhip 
one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unite, 


5 


— 


(2) This likewiſe being an anre-Niceve Farther, fee hi: Seni in 
Bp. Buil's Lef, hd. Niven, p 14,150, 387, And in Dr. Hua cocks's Artur a 


not the prim Coviſtianity, e the Fafliges, , 61. Ec. © We have learn'd, 
4 


{ats be, that hei. e. Chriſt a eg tten of God, and 1+ therefore called 
the Son ot God, and God, trom thur being of une Suvftance, ex wnitare 
ſul it aut ie. lc:ogrt caf.21. And le wal, cf. 2. When we lay ; Oar Fa hey 
Sc. we call hm God, and the Som is invocated in the Father ; tor, faith 
he, I and my Fier are Cue \\ e invocite on * ih. Dc:ty- De Cairne cer, 
ſti cg. 3. ., Marcion, Thouan { not foy it he ha. been bo n. and 
truly pt on Men, he w 0.4 have ceared to be God, looting v hat ts 
was, v hile he affurned v hat be v a« not, tor there 1 no D:nger of Al- 
reraion in Gd. Ci. 6. The Poll thon of bob S bon es tue d him 
Loth Man and Gd — with equal Verity of both Natures. De Kiſer, 
ru. cop. 6 Berg tine tym of Gol, Le ert ii no Kibuer) pariert 
Deo] 16 ve «q#.4l . So he underſtcod 1%, 2 6. And to (ent. 
Marc! 5. cp. 10. and againR rage (he Sevebran. Ine Devil erideas 
vour forrenme- to fake ith Faith by detending it 2. e. by deny ng the 
Diſtinct en of the Fericn , ot the Father, Sen, and Holy Gn , in 
the unn) of the tame Intin te, Incompchenuble bſſencu. C/ 2. The 
D:vine Nature ſutic- no Divitich in the Son arid Holy Gift, — Ihe 
Thrice Hor new he Vrimty we Or cn SuUftal.cey, ut one State, and 
ot ene tow et, biyauic One Gu.” | 


« net- 


in the Article of the TRINITY, 61 


neither confounding the Perſons, nor dividing 
the Subltance; tor there is one Perſon ot the 
Father, another ot the &, and another ot the 


Holy Ghoſt ; but the Godhead ot the Father, of 


the Son, and of the Holy Gheſt 18 all one, the 
Glory equal, the Majeity coeternal. Such 
as the Father is, ſuch is the Son, and ſuch is 
the Holy Gholt. The Father uncreate, the Son 

uncreate, and the Holy Gho!t uncreate ; the 


the Father incomprchenſible, the Son incom- 


prelienſible, and the Holy Ghoſt incomprehen- 
lible; the Father ertcrnal, the Son eternal 
and the Holy Glioſt eternal; and yet they arc 
not three eternals, but one cternal; as alſo 
there are not three incomprehentible, nor three 
uncreated, but one uncreated, and one incom- 
prehentible. So likewiſe tue Father is almighty, 

the Son almighty, and the Ho!y Ghott al- 
mighty; and pet they are not three almigaty's, 
bur one almighty. So the Father 1s God, 
the Son is God, and the Holy Ghoſt is God; 


and yet they are no: three Gods, but one 


God. 80 likewiſe the Father is Lord, the 
Son Lord, and the Holy Glioſt Lord; and 
yer not three Lords, but one Lord. For like 
as we are compelled by the Chriſtlan Verity 
to acknowledge ever) Perſon by himſelf to be 
God, and Lord ; ; ſo are ve forbidden by the 
Catholic Religion to [ty rkere be thiree Gods, 
or three Lords. The Farther is made ot none, 


neither created, nor begotten; the Son is of 


the Erber 3 not made, nor created, buc 
begotten; the Holy Gunolt is of the Father 
and Ot he Son, neither made, ner. created, 
nor begotten, but proceeding. So there is one 
Father, not three Farhiers; ene Son, not three 

7 *« Sons; 
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« Sons; one Holy Ghoſt, not three Holy Ghoſts. 


« And in this Trinity none is atore or after 
© another, none is greater or leſs than another; 
« 


but the whole three Perſons are cocternal 
te together, and cocqual. So that in all things, 
« as is atorclaid, the Unity in Trinity, and 
the Trinity in Unity is to be worſhiped --- Fur- 
« thermore the right Faith is, that we believe 
and conteſs that our Lord Jeſus it, rhe 
« Son of God, is God and Man: God of the 
Subſtance of the Father, begotten betore the 
Worlds; and Man ot the Subitince ot his 
Mother, born in the World : perfect God 
and pericet Man, ot a reaſonable Soul, and 


40 


* and human Fleſh; ſubſiſting equal to the Fa- 
ther as touching his Golliead, and interior to 
cc 


the Father as touching his Manhood : who 
* alrho' he be God and Man, yet he is not 
« two, but one Chriſt----T his is the Catholic 
« Fanny.” 

Tres Creed, by whomfocver framed, hath 
been long received in the Church, and look'd on 
as agreeable to the Scriptures, and an excellent 
Explication of the Chriſtian Faith. Cou/f.1::t71cy- 
ple, Rome, and the Retormed Churches have 
owned it. Cazoovius in his Firſl Epiſt. Cri 
adds the Churches of Servia, Bulut, Riſſit and 
Miſecuy, as tiicſe who alſo approved it. Our pious 
and excellent Mr. Baxter, in his Methid of IH. 

123. ſpeaks thus of it: In a Word the 
damnatory Sentences excepted, or modeitl; ex- 
« pounded (4), I embrace the Cried cominunly 


——— 


_— —_—_—_—— - 
— —— 


(]) Sach a modeſt Explication of the Dimnatoty Claikt e in 
Dr, Heiss Exrlc, and Vande, of the Aihanoſian Creed, in tus Era Liter of 
the Traniy, | 


« called 


in the Article of the TRINITY. 63 


* 8 ra” Athanſiu's, as the belt Explication of 


ta 


he Trinity.” And in el. 11. of bis Mus, 
p. 132. Of tle Reaf. of the Chr. Rel. ſais he: © I 
micignedly account the Doctrine of the Tri- 
with, the Sum ard Kernel of the Clriltian Re- 
ligion, ase apreil d in our Baptiſm, and Arbuna- 
fes Creed, the belt Explication of it that ever 
| read. 
T o thc Hel. 1170 (Con i it 15 preiix 4 thic [mpe- 
rial Flick by GrAinu, I ulcativian, and Ihe oft a5, 
out of the Code of Friſtiaian, and Tr p. rt Hijt. I. 9. 
* who are to be accountcd Ca— 
\\ in » Hercetics. 
© ould live all People under our 
Government, jay thy, live in that Religion 
wach was delivered by St. T', and from him 
taught to tins time, and Which it is known 
0 Pore Dama, and Peter Biſhop ot Alexaudyin, 
a Man of Avoltolic Sanctity, do tolluw, viz. 
That we how d believe according to the Doc- 
trine ot the Apoſtles and Ex angeliſts, b God- 
head of the Futher, and of the S, and of the 
Holy C ſt, of equal Majelty, and in an holy 
Iritv. We would have rice Name of Ca- 
tholic Chiriſtians comprehend thoſe who fol- 
low this Rule, but that others bear the Brand 
Ot Herety, Gc. 
K nan the Faich and Doctrine of the above 


mentioned Dumaſcs Was, appears by his Crecd, 
V. hich 15 Ts. 


Wu believe in cue Gid, the Euther Almighty . 
ard in one J Chriſt our Lord, the Son of God; 
and in the Hi Spirit, We worſhip and con- 

els Gd, not three Gods, but Father, Son 
and“ Ipir bes ne God; 3 0 0 ONE AS it ſolitary, 
ner as it the {ame were Father to himſelt, and 
: Him- 


— 


Ts p (cr, 8 


t 10e '3 
Ct 


—OO— — 
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«c 


himſelf the Son; but that he is the Father who 
hath begotten, and he is the Son who is begot- 
ten; but that the Holy Spirit is neither begot- 
ren, nor the unbegorten, not created, Nor m.: . | 
but procceding from the Father and the Son, 
coeternal, cocqual, and Cooperator with 
the Father and the Sor becaufe it is writ- 
ten, , the word of the Lord the Heaveis were 
eſtabliſhed, i. e. by the Son gf God, 4 their 
Virtie by the Breath of bis Mouth. And elſe— 
where: Send firth thy Spirit, aud they 7 be 
Created, aud thon ſhalt rene the Face of whe Earth. 
Therefore in the Name of the Fatlicr, and of 
the Son, and of the holy S. 47 „e Contels 
one God, which is a name oi Poy er, not Pro- 
perty; the Name proper to the F ather is Fa- 
ther, and the Name proper to the Son 15 Son, 
and the Name proper to the Holy Spirit is Holy 
Spirit. In this Trinity we w orſhip one God, 
becauſe he who is of the one F. ather is Of 0112 
Nature with the Father, of one Sub ſtance, and 
ot one Power. The Father | begat the Son not 
by his Will, nor by Neceſſity but by Nutvr -. 


227 

The Son in the laſt Vimes came down from 
the Father to ſave us, and to fulfill the Scrin- 
rures, Who never ceas'd to be with the Facher. 
He was conceived by the helv Ghoſt, and 
born of a Virgin, took Fleſh, and Spirit, and 
Senſe, 1. e. perfect Man : loſt not what le was, 
but began to be hit he was not; ſo yer thut 
he was perfe ct in his Own Nature, a and truly in 
ours. For be who was Ged, was born Nan ; 

and he who was born Man, works as God; 
and he who works as Ged, dies as Man; and 

he who dies as Min, riſeth as God, why 
having overcome the rower of Death, Vith 


cc that 
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« that Fleſh wherein he was born, and ſuffered, 
« and died, and roſe, aſcended unto the Father, 
and ſitteth at his right Hand in Glory, which 
« he always had, and hath. By his Death and 
« Blood we believe that we are clearſed, and 
c that we ſhall be raiſed by him at the laſt Day 
ein this Fleſh wherein we now live; and expect 
that we ſhall receive the Reward ot good Works, 
« or ſutter eternal Puniſhment tor our Sins. 
«© Read riicſe things, believe them, retain them, 
„bring thy Soul to this Faith, and thou ſhalt 
« have Lite, and a Reward from Chriſt. * 

WHETHER this was the Work of Damaſe:s, 
whoſe Name it bears, 1s doubted, the Writing 
attributed to Jom, whence it is cited, being 
judged none of his. D Pin thinks this to be a 
Confeſſion of Faith taken partly from Gregory ot 
Bætica, who lived about the time ot D. unf, VIE. 
toward the End ot the iv. Century, but that it 
was brought into the Form it now hath long after; 
becauſe the Holy Ghoſt procceding both trom the 
Father and the Son was not in ſo antient Creeds.(a) 
The Helvetians, who have this Creed at the End 
of their Conſeſſion, ſay: Peter, Biſhop of Alexarn- 
* dria, taught and believed the ſame as D 
© and Athanafins, as is gathered from Tripurt. Hiſt, 
lib. vii. cap. 37. & lib. viii. cap. 14. And ſecing we 
* arc all of this Faith and Religion, we hope, 
* ſay they, we ſhall be reckoned by all not Here- 
& rics, but Catholic Chriſtians. 

We now proceed to the | 

REFORM D CONFESSIONS 

The HELVIIIC CONFESSION being of 
the earlieſt Date, is placed firſt in this Collection. 
It was drawn up in a more conciſe Form by Badin- 


(0) His account of Jon, Lol IH. Coe, vp. 192% 
N Ge 
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ge Myowuwins, and Criacs ; and in an Aſſembly of 
the retormed Cities of Felt ti 40, heid at A. 5 it 
was Gevil ticd that that Cc:/cj/c02 was receiy d by 
all the #c/:oatic Churches. I incnce it was fent to 
if izembei'? by Capiio and Bucer, and well liked by 
tue Divirncs there. It was alſo approved in ſoine. 
Allemblles of moſt illuſtrious Perſons, and Proteſt— 
ant Scates. But ſeeing tliat Coufe{ſzon was ſhort, tor 
v eighty Hcaſens it was inlargcd, Anz. 1546. Vo 
which thoic ot Zu; Gang Be, % Shaſfhanſen, St. Gall, 
clic 9 in, L.ibuuſen, and toe of Biel, and Ge- 
54: bid fbr; and alt ch Churches of Eng- 

lun. &utiuud, and Hume, with the Belgie Cnurcn— 
c, as alte! many in Pelaad, H. JUGUTY, and Gorma- 
„ ahbtroed the fante. What it contains in retc- 
rerce to tis Article of the Trinity is as follows. 


Cap. 1ii. Of God, his Ut}, and Irintty. 


% We believe and teach tliat God is we in 
3 llence cr Nature, ſelf-ſubtifting, independent, 


« invifivic, incorporeal, immenſe, eternal, Cre- 
„ ter of all thing , Cc. — But we de 
a Plur:licy of God, becauſe it is expreſly writ- 
15 en. Ti J. 7d thy Go dis G47! Dei. vi. * Beſides 
me tl ere is ub God, II. xlii. 3, ro. II. xlv. 14, 21, 
© gu xlri. 9. Exod. Xxxiw. 6. | 

* Wevercticleſs the ſame 63:2 undivided Got, 
© we believe and teach, is in Perſons, without 
1 Sep argtion or Cerfution, diſtinct Father, Son, 
and Hh Hirit, 1 nn v. 7. So that the Father 
& From FEcorn'ty begeit the Son, the Son by an 

t1ble G. neratton is De Otten, dhe Holy 


Spirit procceds irom botn, 2 and that from Eser- 

« nity, and with bcth is to be u orihipe.. 80 
* tlint indeed there are not tliree Gods, but three 
* Perſons, e dantial cocternal, and cocqual, 
diſtine as to Subſiftencies, with a Precedene ot 


« Order 
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ict 
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Hurd was God, John i. r. Theretore the Son, 
as to his divinity, is coequal and conſubſtantial 
with the Father, Phil. ii. 6. the true God, 
not in name only, or by Adoption, or any 
authoriting Grant; but by Subſtance and Na- 
ture, as John ſaith again: This is the true God, 
and eternal Life. And Paul alſo ſaith: He 
appoiuted the Son Heir of all things, by whom alfo 
he made the Worlds : who being the brightneſ c of 
his Gl iy, aud the expreſs Image of his Perſoa, aud 
uphol ling ns things by the IM of his Pouer, &c. 
Hebr. 1. 2, 3. In the Goſpel our Lord pray'd : 

Glrify th on me with thize own ſelf, with the 
Glry that I had with thee befure the World uus, 
John xvii. 5. And we are told, the Jews ſorrlt 
to kill Jeſus, becauſe he ſuid God was his Fathes, 
makiug himjelf equal with God, John 1. 8. We 
deteſt therefore the impious Notions of Arius, 
and of all his Followers agauult the Son ct 
God. 3» 

« Ix one and the ſame Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord, 
we acknowledge two Natures, the divine and 
humane ; and we {ay theſe are ſo conjoined or 
united, that they are not ſw allowed up, con- 
founded, or mixt; but the Properties of the 
Natures preſerved. rather, and continuing. 
They are united or conjoined in one Perſon : 
ſo may we worſhip one Chriſt the Lord, not 
two, one that is true God and Man ; as to 
his divine Nature conſubſtantial with the 
Father, and as to his humane in all things like 
unto us, Sin only excepted----Whatever hat: 
been defined out of the Holy Scriptures ot tho 
Myſtery of our Lord's Incarnation, and is 
contained in the Crceds of the foum firft and 


« beſt Councils, of Nice, Conſtantinople, Epheſits, 


1 


* 
410 


© * 7 
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and C uleeduu, together with that of Athana- 
firs, and rhe like, we ſincerely believe and 
proteſs, condemning the contrary. And thus 
do we keep the Chriſtian, Orthodox, and 
Catholic Faich pure, and intire ; knowing that 
in the Crecds atoreſaid nothing is contained, 
which agrees not with the Word of God, and 
makes altogether tor the right Explication of 
« the Faith.” And thus tar ot this Oefeſſion 
which is ſubſcribed by all the Miniſters ot the 
Churches of Chriſt in Helvetia (a) 

Tur CONFESSION of Faith of the 
FRENCH CHURCHES, exhibited to Ch les 
ix. Aua. 1561, turned into Latin, Ani. 1566. 

i. Parag. © W believe and acknowledge oe 
© only Goa, who is one only ſimple, and ſpiritual 
« Fflence, cternal, inviſible, immutable, infinite, 
incomprehenſible, &c. Dent. iv. 35, 39. and ch. 
Vi. 4. 1 Cor. viii. 4, 6. Gen. vi. 1. John iv. 24. 
Exod. iii. 15, 16. Rom. 1. 20. 

v. Parag. Afri owning the Authority ot 

the Scriptures: © Wherefore, they ſay, we for 

this reaſon alſo avprove the Apoſtles, Nicene, 
. 


cc 


ä 
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) Thoſe of Zaric, (iuris, N, SchrNhauſen, Appenz.ell, St. Gall, 
e 0 the Griſus, and among the Conte erates in the Churches pro- 
fling the Gotpel on this Side and beyond the Alpes, thoſe of auinauſen, 
and of Fiel; with whom the Miniſter: ot the Church at Geneva, and 
Newbwrz, &ce join'd themielves; and the Monſters of the Feliſp Church in 
the Dukedom ot bþ rn and heiecin contented to it, when it was publiſh- 
ca, alto rhe Minifters of the Scorch Churches, who in a Letter to Ti-rd. 
„%, dared Sep?. 1565. among other Thing: ſay: All ve who were pre- 

fon: in this aflembly have tubtcrbed an | (calcd it, wich rae Publick Sea? 
Orin « Univortity,” And at Deorezin in Hungary, An. 1567, Was Prinieu 
2 Cee he with lone Article dedicated to jn I. King or Hungary, in 
-Wi.h eth fe Word: © All the Min ſters of the Church on this Side 
„an! neyont tile Tei, who are met in the Sy nod at Debrez in, the : 4 


* ere (one (in, pubbin'd , . 1566, to which ihe N imſters of 2 


Lo bog ens andgettcrs Have tlubtirib. d. See Free tre Helv. Cf 


« and 


or Fer, 1547, ancng other Conteſion: have receivd and ſubicribed tus 
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and 4:honafuu Croeds, becauſe tney are agree 
able to that ritten Mord of God. 5720 

vi. P. ens holy Scripture teacictin 1s 
that in chat li: gular and {imple divine E uence 
there I 1110 LiirCC Perſo Ns, Fl . Hort, and 
Holy Spirit ; the Father the Grit in 1 Order, 6g 
Cz wit, and Origin: 4] of : all th; Ng 3 the Son his 
Wiſdom, and eternal Wore ; tac Ho! Spirit 
his Virtue, Power, and Liheacy: Lig Sen 
begotten of the Father trom Eternity, che 
He ly Spirit trom Eternity proceeding trom the 
Father and the Son. Whi ich tiiree Perſon arc 


not contounded, but diſlinct; yet not ſcoarate, 


but coeſlential, ee and cocqual. Det. 
iv. 14. M:tth. xxvin. 19. 1 % v. 7. Jobi 
1. 1. and ch. xvii. 5, 10. Laſtly in this Mvitersy 
we approve what thoſe for ancient Corti! 
have determined; and we deteſt all Sects con- 
demned out of the Word of God, by thoſe 
antient, holy Doctors, as by Athanyfins, Hilary, 


; Cyril, Aimbroſ: 7 &c. 8 


Vit. Paras. Ne believe that God, three Per- 


ſons cooperating. by incomprehenſible Pow er, 
« Wiſdom, and Goodneſs made ail things. 


xiv. Parag. © We believe that 7 -fus Ch; iſt, tlie 
Wiſdom, and the eternal "Fg of the Father, 
aſſumed our agar > ſo chat he is onePerſon, 
God and Man. Man (we ſay) paſſible both 
in body an d foul, and in all things like unto us, 
Sin only excepted. And therefore all thoſe 
Here. S W "Sel the Churc nes of old Mere 
Qitturoc.), we dert as contrary to that Truth. 
an parcic cutatly the helliſh Oi nions of Suc- 
2246; attributing to our Lord Telus Chriſt an 
we 3 as who, he faid, was the 
a and Eceimplar of all things, and V hom * 


Cy 7 * 
11 
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lie called el rſs 7 ft 2 A. * Þ -1 To Got, 


traming heel a Body m * Git dt three uncre- 
arcd Elements, and thereivre mingling and 
de{troying boti natures. fob i. 14. Phil. ii. 6. 
Hebr. ii. 17. and iv. 15. Acts xiii. 25. Nom. i. 
3. And Vi. 3. and ix. 5. 2 Cr. V. 21. Phil. ii. 
7. Mi, i. 8. Luke 1. 35. 

v. Parag. © I believe that in one and the 
{ame Perſon, which is /h Clift, thole two 


Natures arc truly and ineparably fo conjoincd, 


that they are united, each of thoſe natures 


nevertnelels remaining in its oon diſtinct Pro- 


priety. Vi th at as in that 'S ju. tion the D- 


vine Nature ot the Word retat: 1131247 15 Gun 


Prope ert ies, remain d uncreatud, nanitc, and 


filing all things; ſo alſo the l. umane Nature 
remain'd, and Amal! remain to eternity, finite, 
having its own natural Form, D:menſ{ton, and 
Property : tor neither his Reſurrection, nor 


Glorificati on, nor Exaltat on to the right Hand 
oi the Father, took from him the Truth -£ FE 


humane Nature. 'I'hercfore we fo con{iior (C4;/ 
in his De TY, that we. rob him not of nis 
Humanity. (a) 


(a) Szc the gencra! Account of the Cmfeſiines, for ine re te eee 


ei H, Fe Tis Frenc! Caiif how: 4 tramod 12 £2 N ut; nal 85 4 * 4 
Paris, . An. 1750 preſented hy 3 „ n che + Name» ct the Cu. e 
France, 10 King (. e IN in th. Cameren © he'd at By 306. 177. 1285 


It v a; conhrw'd in 4 Nit, nal Sue dar Rerbel, 1% 1571. an Aer. 


hid been 2ven!y read, va. with ther own Hinls tublint d ty anc 
cen of Never? and her Sen a. terwards K E of Fran, by th 
Name of fleur) IV.) allo by {tt ws Prince o: (He. Lew's Count ot 
Va, (Faſper Colt of Cf LF A tal or Fran: P 2 ani. in ih Name 


oC the French Charches, by tn Patt and E dens, wan cut ot all he 
Province: OF France were t nt ta that Nation Synod, How groan: an 
Aſſembiy, adorn'd with memorabl: Pty, an ihe bright Grit and 


a 2 1 i . * "x" . 
A 14. Kinds z}t \ r 


The 
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The ENGLISH CONFES SION, 

firſt as ſet forth in Bp. Jewel's Apology for the 
Church of England, printed Ain. 1562, with the 
allowance and Authority of the Queen, and ad- 
vice of the Bps and others ; but arawn up, and 
written as a public Cunteſſion ot the Catholic 
and Chriſtian Faith of all Eng/ih Men. In which 
is ſhewn our conſent with the German, Helvetian, 
French, Sutch, Genevian, and other Retormed 
Churches, as Dr. Humphery tell us, in his Life of 
Bp. Jewel, p. 177. A Work lo valued, that being 
writ firſt in Latin, it hath been tranſlated into the 
German, French, Italian, Spaniſh, and Greek Lan- 
guages. It was delignd to be joined to the 
Articles, and put into all Collegiate and Cathedral 
Churches, and recommended to private Houſes. 
The Confeſſzen in this point is as follows. 
« We believe that there is one certain divine 
Nature, and Power, which we call Gd; and 
that it is diſtinguiſhed into three Perſons, who 
are equal, into Father. Son, and Holy Spirit; all 
of the ſame Power, of the ſame Majeſty, of 
the ſame Divinity, of the ſame Subſtance. And 
tho” theſe three Perſons are ſo diſtinct, that 
neither the Father is the Son; nor the Son the 
Holy Spirit, nor the Father; yer we believe thar 
there is but one God, and that the ſame one 
God created Heaven and Earth, and all things 
contained within the Compaſs of Heaven. 

* We believe that eſis Chriſt, the only Son of 
the eternal Father, --— took Fleſh, and the 
whole human Nature. 

Wi believe the Holy Hirit, which is the 
third Perſon in the Sucred Trinity, is that true 
God, not made, not created, not begotten; 
but in a manner not hnoun to Mortal, and 


« incttable, 
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« incftable, proceeding trom the Father and the 

Son. 

Ox Occaſion of Hu dings Cavils the Bp. 
brings many Patlages of the Fathers, Mich 
Irom the Scriptures contirm the Dey or Chriſt, 
and the Holy Spirit. As Origen (a): Tis not as 
e Man that Ct is where ever two or three 
are met together in his Name, nor as Man 
that he is with us always to the end of tho 
* World ; but that divine Power, or Nature thar 
« was in Criſt. So PFuleentins (b): © When 
Chriſt is ſaid to be abſent trom us, as in the 
Form ot a Servant, as to his Humanity ; and 
with us, as in the Form ot God, 7. e. as to his 
* Deity. Huiag exceprs agtinſt ſuch an 
Expoſition, but Jewel confirms it by that of Leo. 
What is it to be in the Form of God? 4. lo 
ce be in the Nature of God (c). The Form of 
* God is the K ot God, C d). There— 
fore, fiith Jeuel, when Fiulreantins ſaith the 
„Form — God, 2 means thereby the Subſtance, 
the Nature,: and the Dini nity of God; as when 
« he ſaith the Form of a Servant, he means the 
Nature, or Subſtance, the ruth and Periection 
«© of the Manhood. 'I'he Dritc of his D. ng 
is, That Chriſt being both God 20 Mun, b 
« the Nature and Subltance of his Godhead 
is every where; bur by the Nature an. S Ab- 
ſtance of his Manhood, and Truth of his 
Body, is only in one place according to his 
Humanity. Sxzich the {ſame Flyeictis's : Chit 
was locally on Earth, according to his Deity 
*© lic filled both Heaven and! Eart! n; the Ma 
vp Dod ot Chrift i is contain d 1 place, the God 


— — — OO — — — — 


8 


ce 


"Yb 


(a) In Mut Trad, 33. (6) .44 Ti mandum Reg m. % Epife 
g* ©, 4 ( 14 Teilpp Hm, E 


I. 


— ä — 222 — Pa” 


74 Harmonyof the Reform'd Churches 


* head of Chrift eis intinite and in all places (4). 
8 30 igilirs the Martyr : The Son of God ac- 
e cording to his Manhood is departed from us, 
© nccording to his Gudhead is ever with us. 
« He is in all places according to the Nature ot 
lis Godiicad, and contained 1 in one place ac- 
cording to the Nature of his Manhocd. (6) 
* And Gi: According to the Fleſh only he 
& would go away; but by the Power of his God- 
« head he is ever pretent. (c) And Grey: 
© "(hc incarnate Word abides with us by the 
« Godhead, departs as to the Manhood. (/ 
Thus at once the Judgment of the Fathers and 
ot this great Retormer 15 ſcen, as to the Deity 
ot Chriſt. 

Axv for that of the H Spirit, what he 
ſaith is ſpecially to be noted at this Juncture. 


cc 
cc 


' Harding ſaith; “ They | the Papiſts] acknowledge 


& the Article true ana Catholic, but there is not 
ce expreſs Scripture for it, ſay tei. To which 
Jeuel oppoſes that ot Auguſtiue: © The Holy 
« Gholt 1s God, whence Peter when he had ſaid 
© to Ananias, Thou halt dared to lie againſt the 
& Holy Ghuſt; preſentiy tells hat the Holy, 
0 Ghzolt i is, Cavi ing: 7 hou haſt het lied uato Mei, 
« but uato God. (e And from the fume Anuſtia - 


& St. Paul ſhews us thac the Holy Ghoſt is God, 
& and therefore is not a Creature; refering, I 
cc 


ſu ppole, to that of Peter in the Acts, ()* 
Ard again: © Leſt any one ſhould deny that 
de tlie Holy Ghoſt is God, P pretently adds: 
& Therefore glerijy God in your Body, and in your 
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- Spirits which are G, (a) 1 Ci. vt. 19, 20. 
« || God can't be God, unleſs allow Aby the 
« Church of Rome, adds Jeuel, then we arc 
&« come again to what [oritian Vries N - 
&« mini Deus plact'e, "uy Der, ww erit : (6) It God 
don't pleaſe Men, he {han't be God. Vc be- 
lieve, ſais Jewel, that the Hoy Ghoſt is very 
God, indeed not upon the Pipe's, or his Clergy's 
Credit; but (as St. Auſtin faith) upon 1 
ay ſpecin | Warrant Gt thc Word of God. ( 

He concludes itil that of NMHIν“Eie © — 
i ſay, Tis not Written that the Holy 
Ghoſt is God; but Id bring abundunce of 
Feitimonics, whereby it will appear, that tlie 
Godhead of the Holy Ghoſt 35 plainly wit- 
nefled in the Ho“, Scrivtures : unleſs a Man be 
very dull and un = void of the Holy Gholt.”(d) 
Tus Bp. Jeuel, ſpeaking the Senſe of the 
Church of Eugluud, and the other Retorined 
Churches, and making good the ſame from the 
Scriptures, and the Fathers. 

It follows according as it paſſed | in Convoca- 
tion, and Mas ſubſcribed by the Bill:o7 and 
Clergy of both Provinces at - ndon, Ain. 1562 | 

Fo Artic. on [ aith in the Help 171i}. 

There is . oe living and tris! God, ever- 


cc 
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«c 


* 


Lg 


£c 


" bling, without Body, Parts, or Paſſtons, of 
intimte Pover, Wiſdom, and Goodneis; tlie 
c. 


Maker and Preſerver of all things, bork viſible 
and invitible ; and in the Unity of this God- 
head tliere be three Perſons, of one Subſtance, 
Pouer, and Eternity, the Hun, the Sn, and 
the H GH. 


. 
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. Artic. Of the Word, or Som of God, which 


was made very Man. 
e The Son, which is the [1d of the Father, 
begotten from Everlaſting ot the Father, the 
* very and cternal God, ot one Subſtance with 
« the Father, took Man's Nature in the Worab 
« of the Bleſled Virgin, of her Subſtance ; ſo 
« that two Whole and pertect Natures, that 1s, 
* the Godhead and the Manhood, were joined 
* together in one Perſon, never to be dwided; 
v hereof is one Chriſt, very God and very Man, 


«c Se. 2, 


v. Artic. Of the Holy Ghoſt. 


* The H, proceeding from the Father 
© and the Son, is of one Subſtance, Majeſty, 
and Glory, with the Father and the Son, very 
« and ctcrnal God. 

Vii. Artic. Of the three Creeds. 


« The Thre? Creeds, Nice Creed, Athanaſins 
Creed, and that which is commonly called the 
Hp file, Creed, ought throughly to be received 
and believed; tor tliey may be proved by molt 
certain Warrants of Holy Scripture.” 
The Articles tus m Engl» being authentic, 
and criginally ſubſeribed, we have choſen to 
givc them here, rather than a Tranlation of our 
own trom the Latin. | | 
I x other Matters conſider'd in this Convocati- 
on there was as, cf Opinions, and great 
Debates; bur in t:;vſe Points Full Agrec ment, and 
enarimous Cur fon They had pailed all along 
waced from the dery BY einn ng of the Re 9 
tion as undoubtod Truths, gro unded on the Ho— 
iy Scriprires, and rocets d by Chriſtians in all 
Ages. (4) In Corvocaticn Ani. 1556. Preachers 
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were to inſtruct the People in the Scriptures, and 
the three C as agreeable to them, wzz. 
the Apoſtclic, Niceue, wont Athanaftan, and Here- 
lies contrary thereto were condemn d (a). Ihe Re- 
tormers rejoiced herein. It was the Doctrine ſet 
forth in TH ect, Ernditiont of a Chriſtian Ma, 
Ain. 1540. () and in that elaborate Work, The Re- 
formation of the Eccleftaſtie Laus begun in the 
Reign of K. Illu. viii. reſumed and ſiniſhed juſt 
before the Death of Edt. v1. ( A Work in which 
Cramer had a great Hand; but which was done 
by thirty two Men of greatel! Ability, Divines, 
and Civil and Common Lawyers. What relates 
to this Matter may be here fer down. 


Cop. 11. Vibat ts to be believed concerning the 


ue Cod, and of the Bleſſed Trinity. 
Let all the regenerate Sons of God by Jeſus 


- iſt, out ot a pure Heart, a good Conſcience, 

ind Faith une igned, believe and-confels, chat 
there 15 cz ing and true God, eternal, and in- 
corporcal, im :paſkible, ot immenſe Power, Cc. 
and that in Unity of his divine Nature there 
are three Perlons, of the ſame Eſſence and 
Eternity, Tu, Sui and Holy Spirit: that the 
Father is oi lumſelt, not of any other, either 
& begotten, or proceeding ; and that the Son is 
begotten of the Father; and that the Holy 
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© Spirit does procced from the Father and the 
«yon. Not that there is any Diverſity, or Inc- 
cc 


quality of Nature in that Diſtinction of Per- 
& {ons ; but that as to the divine Subſtance or 
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Eflence (as they ſpeak) all among them arc 
alike, and cqual. 


Cap. in. Of Chriſt, and the Myſteries of 


our Redemption. 
Lr it alſo be believed --- © That the Son, 
who is the Word ot the Father, in the Womb 
oi the bleſſed Virgin Muy, of the Subſtancy 
ot her Fleſh, took humane Nature; fo tl:at 
two Natures, divine and humanc, were cn 
tirely, and perfectly, and 1; nlep arabiy comoin, | 
in a Unity of Perſon , of which is one Chriſt, 
true God and true Man, Cc. 


Cap. v. Of the Three Creeds. 
« And becauſe almoſt all Things which re— 
late to the Catholic Faith, both as to the 
Bleſſed Trinity, and as to the Myſtery of our 
Redemption, are brieliy contained in the 
Three Creeds, that of the Apr Ales, and of Nice, 
and of Aihanaſi:s; theretore Receive and Em- 
brace thoſe three Crecas, as a certain Com- 
ndium of our Faith; becauſe they can 
eaſily be proved by molt ſtrong Teſtimonizs 
of the divine and canis wy Scriptures. 
Under the next Litle, Of Herefies. 


Cap P. V. Of the two Natures of Chriſt. 

* 'Fhere are vers pernicicu> Errors about 
the rwofold Nature of Chriſt; of theſe ſome 
are of the Sect of the A4rians, who make Chriſt 
ſo to be Man, that they deny him to be God; 
others judge him ſo to bc God, thar they ac- 
knowledge him not to be Man, e. — All 
which Errors are to be corredted by the Au— 
thorit; Ct the Scripcures, that Ch; iſt be taken 
in his better Nature wor eternal God, and 
tat he is indeed the curl of God the Fu- 


« ther, 
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ther, but in his humane Nature he hath a 
Body made in I'ime, Cc. 
Cap. vi. Of the Holy Spirit. 

As thele rotten Members are to be ſevered 
rom the Budy of the Church, who judge fo 
perverily of Hit the Head; ſo alſo is their Im- 
PUUENCE cxecrable, who V ith Alacedoains have 
conſpired againlt the Holy Spirit, not ac- 
krov edging him to be God. 

[ > Queen Eliza'«th's time before a Convoca- 
tion CC d meet, a Proteſſion ot Doctrine 
was orderd to be read by all Incumbents to 
their People, wherein this Article of the 7;iity 
ws the ſame as now (a). It appears not indeed 
that the Church of Eugluud ever vas Ariau, or 
Socizianvz When Popery prevailed, this Doctrine 
Kas not denied, but was tranſmitted down as 
trom the firſt Ages. Tertullian having men- 
ticn'd the Natiors of Gaul and of the Brits, 
ſaith : © The Kingdom of Chrijt was advanced 
among them, and Chriſt was ſolemnly wor- 
3 ſhiped by them“ (6). Surely they v orlluped 
no cther than God alone, as they believed C 
to be. [he Council ot Arles, (c) which the 
Britiſh Biſhops ſubſcribed to, determin d: 8 
any leave an Hereſie, and return to the Church, 
* lie ſhall be ask'd concerning the Cre: dg; nnd it 
© it be knovn that he was bapei d in the Name 

c of the Father. and ct tlie Sc N, and of the 
« Holy Ghoſt, Impottion ct Hands oniv san 
be given him. But if hc ack NOV edge nor ti. & 
Tr axed. he ſhall be rebaptiz d“ (. I'nat is, the 
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Baptiſm he had ſhall be look'd on as null, and 
he ſhan't be admitted till he renounce his Er- 
ror, and then ſhall be baptiz'd anew. This 
Canon was reintored by the Council of Nice, 
where moſt probably were Briti5 Biſhops too. 
Thev derermin'd : © That thoſe only who re- 
4 nounced tne Trinity ſhould be rebaptiz d.“ (a) 
As to what followed afterward in the Council of 
Ariminum, where were Britih Biſhops alſo, it 
can in no juſt Conſtruction weaken what was 
ſetled betore : becauſe while they acted with any 
thing of the Freedom of a Council, and ſpake 
their own Senſe, they declared jor the Confe!/012 
of Nice, and would not receive any other. (6) 
They made a folemn Decrce to this purpoſe, 
which was ſign'd by all the Biſhops, and to it 
ſubjoinꝰd Anathemariſm againſt the Error of Arrius, 
which are related at the end of St. Hilary's Fras- 
ments. Urſacius and Valens (who had propoſed 
the Sirmian Confeſſion that tavoured Arianiſm, 
and retuſed this) were condemned by the unani- 
mous Conſent ot all the Biſhops. And of this 
they ſent an Account by Deputies to the Emperour 
Theodofitrs, who (being an Arian) excuſed himſelt, 
by pretence of want of time, trom ſecing their 
Depuries, and order'd them to wait his Leiſure, 
The Council upon this anſwer'd him, that they 
would never depart trom what they had done, 
and earneſtly pray'd him to permit the Biſhops - 
to return to their Churches be ore the Rigour of 
the Winter. But inſtead of compi ing wich the! 
Requeſt, he ſent Orders to his Governour, that he 
ſhould not ſutter any Biſhop to go away, till he 
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had 
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had fign'd Urſacins's Form, which they had be- 
tore rejected. Ar firit they ail reltihed much 
Conſtancy, but at lait all were forced tv comply. 
Which lait Acton of their's was proteſted againſt 
by all the Deputies of a Council allembled at 
Nice, a City of Thrace (a). And themſelves 
when they were got tree, and return'd to their 
reſpective Provinces, endeavour d to repair their 
Fault, by atlewbling many Synods to annul 
What ha d been done at Ariminun, and main- 
tain the Nicee Faith: particularly in France, 
St. Hiliry atlembled many Councils tor re-eſta- 
bliſhins the Faith of the Council ot Vice. In 
the Fr. 1:ets of St. Hilary is a Letter oft a 
Council wy at Paris, W herein the Biſhops there 
preſent #cknowledg'd they had done ill to con- 
{ent in the Svrod of Arimiaum, that they Mould 
ſpeak no more of the Word Sibſtance. They 
- profeſs to believe zhat the three Perſons of the 
Triaity are ci the ſarze Nature, and of the ſame 
Subſtance, and condemn Urſucus (b). The Bi- 
ſnops of It. y ulſo od the ſame. And the Britih 
Biſhops in 211 likely-codz (e) for after that Coun- 
cil of A4:imiaim, (d) Athanafins takes Notice of 
the Britin Cu irches adhering to the Nic. Faith; 
and (e) St. Jen in and (7) St. Chryvſiftom menti- 
on their agreeing with other Cluirchces in the 
Chriſtian Faith ; which is a ſufficient Argument 
to clear the MN from the S arge of Aviciiſ, 
which no otherways hay on © , taan 25 £40 hind 


Biſhops at t'e Council of Arimin2 (g) See 
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alſo the Council of Rowe under Damaſus, which 
confirms the Faith of Nie, excommunicates 
thoſe that believe not that the Father, Sen, and 
Holy Spirit are one and the fame Divinity, and 
che and the ſame Subſtance; and obſerves, that 
the Council of A7riminm could not prejudice the 
Dec iſions of the Council of Nice, becauſèe thoſe 
who made the Creed of Ariminum proteſted at- 
terwirds againſt what they had done. 

urs Article of the Tit) hath been no 
Point of Ditterence between the Chr of England 
and the Chict Bodies ot Di//-iting Proteſtants in the 
Nation. An. 1643, the 1 wo Houſcs of Parlia- 
ment {ent 19 of the Church ot En: wzd's Articles 
to the Hſembly of Diviues at M7 ſiminſtcr, to clear 
and vindicate them (a). Fiitecn ot theſe they 
reviſed and returned, ſome with no Alteration, 


others with very little. The Firit, Oj Huth iu 


the Hily Trinity, they {ent back in the ſame Words, 
but vith Texts of Scripture added for Proct of 
the DeGrine : and the Second, Of the IId, or 
Sonof Ged, which was made very Man, all the ſame ; 
_ a Clauſe added, Of the &. tte: ings of Chriſt in 
his Sail fir ou fakes: the cup”: Of the Holy Got: 
and tlie Eighth, Of the three Cru, altogether the 
law c ; cnly the Order of the Words in the Fitth 
a little ciianged. When they were afterwards 
with more Liberty ordered to urn up A Confe(/ron 
of Faith tor the Ihres NIMguOMs, there vas in it 
a periec Agreement with the Church of Eugluud 
in this, as Vell as in other Dectrines. And in 
theſe Things the Ce“ ili Dix ines Mere con- 
currirg. Iheſe lait in their own Declar aticu. of 
their Faith, agreed on at the Satoy, Oct. 12.1658. 
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bly in this Point. 


And thoſe 
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uſc the ſame Words with the IUetmiaſte, Ale 75 
of Lic 1 * Pe; 
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ſaalſiuu likeu iſe, in their Gu, agreed on by 
the Miniſters and Mclwngers ot above an lun- 


tired of their Congregatiuns, and printed Au. 
1682, and a third Eaiuon Aau. 1699, (4) agree 
On- 


in Suvltance, and very near in Expreſſion. 


Iv thele tuo, 


this Clauſe 


added, 


DIZ. 


* non with God, and 


% on hin. 
1 ety E- afeiln 


03s of tiic I tree Dean; 


they arc now called) viz, the Proebtieciun, and Con- 


J. IK. 


Aas 


Cite. 2, and B. 7 tift © are as tollow eth, 7x. 


The PRE SBYLERIAN and CO N- 


GREGATIONAL 
Cap.! 1. Of LAY ana of the Fol) Irinty. 


here is but 6 
is infinitc in Being 
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J! Caen ble. 1 


ine 


Imigutx, Ae. 


living and true CG"; 5 ho 
nd Perfection, a moit pure 
Spirit, imwiſible, Without Body, Parts, or P:tt- 
mmucivle, 


the Connreativannd Dit int and the 
55 ½tiſii, Cole this Article in their Cr if eſt 32S With 
« Which Doctrine 
« the init) is the Foundation of all our Com mu— 
con: fortable Dependence 
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+ Ia tie Unity of the Gouncad there 


« Per ſons of one Subſtance, Power, and Eternit, 
and God tue 
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'« (Fol the father, God tlie Si 
The Father is ot none, 
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Cap. viii. Of Chriſt the Meat ator. 
The Son of God, the Second Perſon in the 
Triaity, being very and cternal God, of one 
S wliance, and equal with the Fati.er, did, 
when the Fuineſs of Time was come, take up- 
on him Man's Nature, with all the etlential 
Proyerties, and common lutirmities thereof, 
vet x ithout Sin; being conceiv a by the Pow- 
cr or the Holy Gholt, in the Womb of the 
Virgin Mary, of her Subſtance ; : ſo that two 
whole, pertecr, and diſtinct Natures, the God- 
head and the Manbocd, were inſeparably joined 
together in one Perſon, without Converſion, 
Compoſition, or Contuſion. Which Perſon is 
ver: God and very Man, yet one Chri/t, the 
only Mediator berwcen God and Mn. 

Ire BAPTIST CONFESSION. 
Cap. 11. 4 God, and the Holy Trinity. 
* Lc rd our Ged 1 is but oze only living and 
true G whole Subſiſtence is in und of himſelf, 
infinite in Peing and Perfection, whole E.flence 
cannot be comprehended by ary but himſeif; 
a moſt pure Spirit, invitivie, without Body, 
Parts, or Paſſions; who only hath Immortality, 
dwelling in the Light which no Man can ap- 
proach unto; Who is immutable, immenſe, c- 
ternol, incomprehenfible, almighty, every Way 
mante Ce. 
In this divine and infinite being there are 
three r the Fither, the rd (or 
Son) and Hy Seirit, of ne Subſtance, Pow 
er, and Eternity. Each having the u hols 
dine Effence, ver the EE fence undivided. 


CC ey 


« 


* 


ce 


The Father 15 ct none, neither begotten, nor 
proceeding; the San is etcrnally begotten of the 
Father; the Holy Spirit proccedeth from the 
« Father 


ia the Article of the TRINS IT. 85 


« Father and the Son: all infinite, without be- 
girnng, therctere but one God ; Why is not 
Lo be divided in Nature and Leing, but diſ- 
tinguifi.cu yy ral peculiar relate Proper- 
ties, and perſonal Relations. TI hich Doctrine 
of the Trinity is the Frandatica of all our Cnumu- 
non with God, 417. d cm fer table De eadence c hin. 

Cap viii. Of Chriſt the Medtator. 

Je Son of God, the ſecond Perſon in the 
Holy Trinity, being very and eternal God, tlie 
Bright! ct of his Father's Glory, of one Sub— 
ſtance, and equal with him, who made the 
World, who upiioldeth and governcth all things 
he hach made, did, lien the Fulneſs of time 
was come, takc upon him Man's Nature, with 
all the etlential Properties and common Intir- 
mities thereot, yet withour Sin, being conceiv d 
by the Holy Spirit, in the Womb ot the Vir- 
gin Mun, tic Holy Spirit coming down upon 
her, ard the Power of the Molt High over- 
ſnado ing ler; and fo was made of a Woman, 
ot the I'ribe of Judah, of the Seed of Abraham 
and David, according to the Scriptures ; ſo that 
two whole, pertect, and diſtinet Natures were 
inſep-rably join'd together in one Perſon, with- 
out Convertion, Compoſiti ion, or Contution. 

V hich Perſon is very Ged and very Man, yet 
one Clit, the only Mediator berween God 
« and * 8 

Jo thefe Confe/jrons are annere d proper ſcrip- 
ture 3 Os, tor v Hich whoever would be inform'd 
of them may conſult the Prints. 

Sour things it may not be amiſs to take No- 
tice ct cut ot the Preface to tac Congrogativaut 
C. Helga. 3 CY ſay: ” Conſeſſion of F auch, V. nen 
„jut call'd tor, is a Duty coming under 

irt 
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firſt Commandment. —— When made by a 
Company jointly to that End, the Uſe 15, that 
under the ſame Form of Words they expreſs 
the Unicy of their Faith, that ſpeaking the 
ſame Things they may ſhew themſelves per 
tectly join d in the 32 7 Mind, and in the ſame 
judgment, 1 Cir. i 10. Such common Con- 
teſſions of the 5 Faith ought to be en- 
tertained by thoſe that love the J'ruth as tis 
in Jeſus, with anſwerable rc). oicing, Acts. i. 5. 
eſpecially when delivered in the fame Subſtance, 
and Words tor the moſt Part, that other 
Churches and Atiemblies, reputcd the moſt 
Orthodox, have done before them. In ſuch 
Correſpondency, all may fee that Accomplith- 
ed, Wiuch tlie Apolile prayed for, R. xv. 6, 
8, 9. That converted Few and Gentile might 
glority God with one Mind, and with one 
Mouth ; and as the Soundne ſs of rhe Matter, 
ſo the Freeneſs ot the Spirits ot the Contellors 
contributes do the Beauty of it. As in Prayer, 
ſo in Conteſſions, it two or three met do agree, 
it renders both to either the more acceptable. 
This Conteflion, they ſry, was made at a Time 
when every ruth 384 even the greateſt as 
well as the leaſt, had been cait'd to the Bir and 
imvleadea, under the Pretext that all ſhould 
not be buund up to the Traditions of tormer 
Times, nor take Religion upon I'ruſt. Whence 
many lou: Profeſſors were put on a new Search 
into tac 'T'rutlhis they had taken for granted, 
and lived on tue Confort ot, that they might 
be able to convince others, and eſtabliſu tacir 
own Hearts age inſt that Derhneſs and Unbelief 
that is rcady to cloſe with Error, or to doubt of 
the T'ruth when Error is Wec.yutly preſented. 


t 
An 
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* 


* 


And they counted it the Advantage and Ho— 
& hour ot the Saints and Minilters, tart examin- 
ing and Jearning over anew doctrinal Truths, 
« both out of the Scriptures, and with a treſh 
* Taite of them in their ovn Hearts, the 


* might after try ing all T hings old taſt that 


* which is good. Tried Faith is as an Anchor, 
e ſure and {teadfaſt. They aflert and plead tor 
* mutual Forbearance in extra-tundamental 


Things; bur keeping to, and holding faſt the 


Ds necellary Foundations of Faith and Holineſs. 
Sort. Things to like Purpoſe are allo 
in the Preface to the Baptiſt Confij/icin, They 
lay: ” T hey choſe the Order, and Meth d of tlie 
© Afenibly's and the Corgreratic uid i ¹. and 
« to make uſe of the very fame Words with both 
« in theſe Articles, herein their Faith and Do- 
« ctrine is the fame with theirs, abundantly to 
„ manitc{t their Conſent With boch in all tho 
fundamental Articles ot the Chiriſtian Relig on; 
eas alſo with many others, whoſe Orthodox C 
« feſſiuus have been publiſh d unto the World, on 
« gBe halt ot the Proteſtants in divers Nut1ons and 
« Cities: as alſo to convince all, ſay te » Thac 
« Wc have no Itch to clog Relic: n with new 
* Words, but readily acquieſce 1 that Form of 
« ſound Words, which hath been in conſert with 
the Holy Scriptures uſed by orhers betote us: 
« thereby declaring betore God. Angels, and 
* Men our licarty Agrcem CNT WITH rien 1 T0 
« wholeſome P;oreſtuart Doctrine, Which Visa 10 
“clear Evidence ot Scriptures they have allert- 
cd. 
A x Þ thus of the EN CHs more 
largely reprelented, tor Kealcrs ereus at This 


Day. | 
Tae 
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The SCOTCH CONFESSION 
of Faith, firſt publithed Aza. 1568. ſubſcribed” 
by the King, and Nobies, and States of tlic 
FT in Parl.ament, Ar. 1580. 


. Artic Of Goa. 


* V i contcls and ackrowledge owe only G 
to hm sene we ougnt iO Cicave, Whom 
only we mult ſerve and worſlip , and in 
whom only we mult put our truſt, who is eter- 
nal, Cc. One in Eſience, and yet diitinguiſhed 
« intc three Perſons, Fither, Son, and Holy Spi- 
* #it, by wlom we contels all things in Heaven 
« ana Earth were made, Deat. vi. 4. IJ. xliv. 6. 
Deut. iv. 34. Matth. xxv.ill. 19. 
Vi. Artic. Of the Iucarnation of Chriſt. 


nt the Fulneſs of Time was come, 
&« God ſent forth his Son into tie World, his e- 
cc ternal Wiſdem, who aſſumed humane Nature 
« of the Subſtance ct a Weman, wiz. of the 
« Virgin, and chat by the Operation ot the 
oy Holy Spirit; ard ſo was born that righteous 
« Seed of David tie Angel ot the Council of 
« God, the very promiſed Aa, whom we 
« acknow ledge and Ceonteſs to be Emmanuel, 
«© true God, and true Man, two Natures uni- 
« ted and conjoined into one Perſon. By which 
« Confeihon of ours we cordemn the damnable 
« ard peſtilent Hereſies of Arizs, Marcion, 
« Ectvches, Neſtorins, and others; Who either 
ce have denied his eternal Ne:ty, or che Truth of 
ce his rumare Nature; or wio confounded, or 
* civiced them, Gul. iv. 4. Luke i. 6. 

uk Sete Commillioners fitting in the Aſ- 
ſemb y at a Fa miner, and that Noricr and 
Church u es. ved the Aſeinbi/ s Ceafeſtion, 
EO ere LCCU de {2id 1.CIC, 
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The BELGIC CONFESSION, 


written firſt in Freach, Ann. 1561. confirmed in 


«| 


«c 
cc 
4 
cc 


Synod of the Belgic Churches, 4.1579 

1. Artic. © Wr all with the Heart believe, 
and with the Mouth confeſs, tir there 15 
one only {impicand ſpiritual Eilence, which we 
call Cd; and that he is eternal, incomprchen— 
lible, inviſib! Cy immutable, intinite, Cc. 

VII. Ajit. © Wt believe in tis ohe God, 
who is one only Eflence, in which arc three 
Perſons, truly and really diſtinguiſhed trom all 
Lternity by incommunicable Properties, . 
Father, Son, and Holy Spit. The Father is 
the Cauſe, Origin, and Beginning of all things 
vilible and invilible ; the Son- is the Word, 
Wiſdom, and Image of the Father; the Holy 
Spirit the eternal Virtue, and Power, pro- 
ceed ing trom the Father and the Son. Never- 
theleſs this Diſtinction dot not inake God 19 
be divided into three, ſeeing the Scripcurc 
reacheth us that tlie Fatlier, Son, and Holy 
Spirit have each mn H; poiſtaſis, or Si teaces 
diſtinguiſhed by it's own Properties; vet fo as 
that theſe three Perſuns arc but chat ONE Oy 
God. Therefore it is mantte . that tlie Fa- 
ther is not the Son, nor the Son the Lacher, 
and likewiſe that the Holy Spirit . bal: the 
Fatlier, ror the Son. Ard in the mean time 
thoſe Periors ſo atltinguiſhed are not dividea, 
nor co teunded, nor mixed among themſeltes; 
for the Fatlier did not aſume Fleſh, as neither 
the Holy Spirit, but the Sen only; the Father 
never Mas Without the Sen, ror Without his 
Holy Spirit; becauſe the three arc equal in 


ore ard the fame Efjence and Eternity: here 


eig BC: ing tormer cr later, ſeeing all türe are 


N 9 
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ec 


cc 


nc, both in ruth and Power, and in 


Goodneſs and Mere 
Artic. “ WI knou all theſe things as well 
by the Teſtimonies ot the ſacred Scriptures, 
as by the Eflects of the Perſons themſelves, 
thoſe eſpecially lich we perceive in ourſelves. 
TVeftimonies of ſacred Scripture, Which teach 
us to believe this Holy Trinity, are extant in 
many places of the Old Teil: ment, w hich arc 
0. 10 much tobe numbred, as to be ſelected 
and weighed, Gen. i. 26. 17. eh. li. 22. 
---- But what is a little mere obſcure in the 
Old Jeſament, that is very clear in the New, 
Alatth, iii. 16, 17. ch. XSViii. 19, 20. Lulc i. 
„ r min i . „ By -all 
which places ve are fully taught, there arc 
th Tec Pero: ns in tl. e ne Ellen e of God. T1 105 
this Doctrine tor cxcecd all reach of humane 
Underſtanding, nevertheicts we now believe it 
from the Word C t God, and expect the pertect 
Know icdge and Fruition of him in Heaven. And 
we may moreover oblerre the ſingular Offices 
ard Ettects of tlieſe three re toward us. 
The Father is c uled our Creator by his Power, 
the Son is our "Savi our and Redeemer by his 
Elocd, and the Holy Spirit cur Sanctifier by 
— * elling in cur Hearts. And this Doctrine 
ne Holy T inity hath cIv.2ys been afertc.! 
and prefer; red in the true Church, down from 
te Age of Us Arches unto this very day, 
againſt Jews, 7ihometans, and lome falle 
Chriſtars, Hes ER Viz. NMaurcioa, Mais, 
P;axeas, Subel iu, Soi ſortens, Aris, and others 
ſuch like, „ % Mere rightly and deſervedly 


condemned b y tlie 22 ( Fathers, 1 Rove 


fore in this matter ve will gly receive thoſe 
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Hill; but St Juhu, that .“ things de ne 
by the ud, waom he calls Gut. Ant che 
Avoll'e ſaitli, God” mad; the il br, ſts 
5 it, at 0 CG id cre. Ile + a1 7517 14 / Te ts Cort b 
therefore it necetiarily follows, tic he who 
is ched God, one Wir, das In, and Je 
Chril? ws then citing, when ail chings Were 
created . him. et ge erg the Prophet 
1. % | Ait, 575 Stag * FX £30 75 13 [EN ! Fo 7 
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Son, and (o true and eternal God, as the ſa- 
* cred Scrijure teacheth us, 
ix. Art. © We believe that the Perſon of the 
Son was inſeparably united and conſoincd with 
the human Nature; ſo that tlierc ere not rwo 
« Sons of God, nor two Perſons, but two Natures 
united into one Perſon : both wich retain their 
own diſtinct Properties in ſuch manner, that 
as the divine Nature always remains uncre- 
« arcd, ef Beginning ot Daus and End ot 
Lite, filling Heaven and 2 arth; ſo the human 
Nature lot not it's own Propertics, but re- 
main a Creature ---- Wheretorc we contels 
* him | zz. Chriſt J ro be true God and true 
* Man: true God, that he miglit overcome 
Death by his oon Power ; and true Man, that 
as to his weak Fleſh he might die tor us. (a) 
Tc YOLISH GON FESSTION, 
with cnc CC i{ent exhibited and declared in a 
Synod held at Czingrad on the Theyſle, and 
printed at De - *, Ain. 1570. 
Ts e 0:0 and only Cod. 

« Wr truly and {ucorcly conteſo, according to 

ec 11 0 Holy Scriptures, that the true Gd is one, 


9 
4 ,, 


d alone the Autior and Preſerver of all chings ; 


ic o hath manitciied himſelf ſo, that he is Þ.. 
* than, Sou, and Hoy Spirit. 


Of the 1511 of the one Jehovah, 
This one and only | Gee. we believe to bc 


— — ————— — — . — — 


(a) This ene Nair ions ant exrmined in the famou Syn 
uf Dort, Ami. 1019. ARG ine 4654.1 nn Shu tcfhify, that the ) 
Trine centan 4 7 1 11. 2 1901 i o -\ ih 1.1. Nn. 4 dg nerit (3 all. 
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tae Word ©! 4. 
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three Witnefles in Heaven, the Tu, you, 
and Houly Spirit; who tho' they are three in 


their ſublilting Properties, and di{pentatory 


Offices ; yer theſe three are alſo one, as the 
Apoltle N 1 Ju . f 
the Fternal Father, 
From 90 Word of God, we call the Father 
God, and Johivah; having Lite in hiinſeclt, 
exiſting from none, acid without all Beginning, 
who ot his 0Wn Hy poſtaſio, , Per ſou, itholit 
all Beginning, or Change, trom FEcernicy begat 
115 only begotten Son, A8 tlie Char. ICLCC and 
Lrightneſs ot his Glory, by whom from Eter- 
nity he toreknew and ordered, and in the be— 
gining created, and preſerves all things, and 
juſtit, ing his Elect faves them, but condemns 
tlie Wicked. 
Of the Sou of God. 
e believe that Ch; iſt is according to the 
Ficſh the Son of David, in all things like un- 
to his Brethren, Sin excepted. 'I'hus — Chriſt, 
as to the 5700 Mad, we believe and confeſs, 
is the Son of God, the only begotten of the 
Father, God, and Jelecuh, equal to the Fa- 
ther; and that he is from the Beginning R 
ten before all his Works. Who uin he 2 
iu the Form of God, equal; with the Father, Ba- 
bled hiiafelf, aud took en Lim the Form of KN 
wait: 10 by tlie Virtue and Power of the Etc - 
nal Spirit, in the Fleſh which he had taken, le 
- 

becauſe it pleaſed the Father tha: ia hin the- 
whole Funes of the Godhead {rl bodily, or 
truly une, that fo all th ings 1 be reſto- 

F him. Eph, i. G. ii. :. 5. Tho 
this C it, according tothe Llela © Beg 
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and Nativity be aſcribed, as to a true Man, 
in all things like his Brethren, Sin cacepted; 

yet as the only begotten of the Father, ſub- 
ſiſting in the Form of God, fo having Lite in 
himſelf, as the Father, he 15 without all Be- 
ginning and Change of time; becauſe he is Je- 
hovah, coming forth from Jehovah, and (cnt 
out from the days ot Ercrnity, by 2 myſtical 
and ineffable Generation the only begorten of 
the Father. Mu. i. 3. Luke i. 2, 7. R. i. 
6, . Mev. iii. 8, 5. John i. 3, 8, 10. Phil. 
u. Mica. v. Zach. ii. 3, 10. Pro. viii. Pſa. ii. 

Of the Holy Spirit. 

© We alſo believe and conteſo, that the I], Hit, 
procceding from the Father, and from the Son, 
ſent out into the Hearts of Believers, is the 

Lord Fehowvah, as the Holy Spirit calls him- 
ſelf in Exechiel ii. 3, 6, 10. to whom all 
Praiſcs proper to the one only God arc £11 on, 
even as to the Father and the Son, iz. He is 
called Fehovah, Lord God, Pal. xcv. HL. iii. 
God the Lerd, that ſearches the Warte, ad tic) 
the Reins, God almighty, the Creatur, Preſer wc 
Regeneratir, and Sue e, I's. ui. k. 1 Cor. 
. 3, 3. ie is the Author and Giver of all the 
Gifts of God, 1 Cor. xii. Gal. v. 6. Eph.v. 6. 
The Fruits of the Holy Siri it are Faith, flope, 
Charity, Rom. iii. 4. 6. Gal. ili. 4. He in. 
the Prophets foretold Things to come, 
he choſe, and ſent our, Apoſtles by 
his Authority, 47s xii. Theſe three, Fa- 
ther, Word, and Spirit, bec .uſc oy ary 
one in eſſential and e Deity (a), Will, 
Counſel, and Works, they are alſo one in 
Worſhip: : for as God the Father cannot elect, 
create, or ſanctify without his Sen and By: 


(a) Unum {ut in edi © in HE De ee. 


7 


+ + 


Cc 
40 
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1 Spirit ; o the Father without the Son and 


Hu! Spirit, God, the Lord, cannot be wor- 


1134 cd. 
Of Eternity. 

« ETERNAL is taken many Ways in reſpect 
of God, as often as it is aſcribed to God the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, it ignites Perpe- 
tuity, Without Beginning and End,and Change. 
Thou Lord iahabite/? Eternity. Thu Lord Gd 
art for ever, Thai. ix. and hap. v. 


Of the Mediator. 
© We contels this hole Chriſt, the Son of God 
and Man, according to both Natures is the 
I Meclchizedec, High Pricit, King, Media- 
. Saviour, and Redeemer tor theſe Cauſcs : 
1) For tempering of Juſtice and Mercy, thar 
by dying in the Fleſh, thro' the Virtue and Effi- 
cacy of the Eternal Spirit, he might ſatisty in- 
tinite Juſtice and the Law, condemning tor Sin; 
and that alſo the Mercy of God quickening the 
Elect, by the almighty Power ot the ord, and 
only begotten Son of God, according to the eter- 
nal Election in Chi made trom Everlaſting, 
might be well pleaicd. (2) For the Ranſom, 
or equivalent Price, i. c. that tlie Mediator 
might fully pay tac Price ot Salvation for the 
Elect : Viz. this, tliut he might die in tlie Fleſh 
or the Sins of an and timt he might deſtroy 
din, Death, the Devil, Hell, and the Curtc ot 
the 2 H but might repair the loit Image o. 
God, Lite, Rightes ulncſe, and the Wiidoi 
of Go: , ard might eniiven and rel wore all Thing > 
by the Eflicacy and Power ot his Deity, R 
111, 4, 8. 2. C7: HE Ty 3- Col. 1.7 LED. i. ©; SH 
Eccaule literally the Mediator is called the 


— 
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« iy legotten Sou of God, immortal, 1. e. true God; 
« eternal Life, i. e. immortal Jehovah ; eterual 
m” God, to be L eatt) praiſed for eVer, the great 85 
& who faves by his Power and Efficacy. 1 Cor. 
. Heb. i. 7, 8, 9. Tech. i. 3, lo, 1710 
6 Hi. i. 2, 3, 12. Ihe lame Mediator between God 
« and Men 1s called the Man Chriſt eſs. They 
« are therefore the Deſtroyers of cher, ot God, 
& and of the Truth and Righteouſneſs ot the De- 
ity, they are the Enemies of Peace among Men, 
« who deny Chriſt the Mediator, 7. . the Son of 
© God, the only begotten of the Father, and truc 
Man; for it is 1poſſible that the Glory of God 
in the Heavens can be pertected, the Law and 
„ Goſpel fulfilled, and the Salvation and Happi- 
* neſs * the Elect accompliſh'd, without the Son 
of God, true God and Man, and truly Man. 
&« Rom. 1. 3. Col. i. 2. Eph. i. 

Tux follows after this Gf ſſion the Conſent 

of the Reform'd Churches of greater and lefler 
Poland, with ſome Mliniſters their Brethren, abour 
the Mediator, made in the general Synod at Su- 
mir, April 1. 1570. The Article agreed 15 this, 
Viz. 
Wx bclicve that 7% Chr iſt 1 is the Mediator 
between God and Man, fo as that we deny nor, 
but conſtantly affirm,thar the whole Force and 
Efficacy of his Mcd.ation, pertorm'd in the hu- 
man Nature, did proceed from the Divinity 
& of the ſame Son inczrn: ite, not of the F ather 
incarnate, nor of the Holy Spirit incarnate.” 
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The CONFESSION of the FOUR 
CITIES, . ot Strasburg, Conſt ance, Mlmin— 
ge and Lindau. 

Cap. 11. Of the ſacred Trinity, aud the Myttery 
of (Aist Incarnate. 

„ Agiceable wicn t. e Scripcure are thotc 
wt Things, v hich tue Church of Chriſt laith hi- 
© ticrto believed concerning he Holy Trinity, 
* Viz. that Father, Son, and Hyly Spirit arc on. 
* Gol in Subſtance, nor have any diference 
* bur that of Perſons; and that our Saviour 
* Jeſus Chriſt, the ſame true God, was alſo made 
„% Man, the Natures indeed 0 but ſo 
united in the ſame Perſon, that they ſha'l never 
« be ſeparited to all nf Me acknou-f 
* ledge him | T2. Ch. iſt \ to be preſent with his 
Church to the End of time; that he reſtores, 
&« {ancrifcs, and, as his only Felde ed Spouſc, adorns 
* 1t with ail Manner of beautitying Vircues. In 
* theſe things, becauſe we vary nothing trom the 
Fathers, noting trom the common Content of 
Ciriſtians, we tlink cuis may be enough co have 
teſtiticd our Faith in this Manner. 

This Cygiſſiu, „ritten in Germaa and Latin, 
Anu 1530. Mas cxitivited to tie Emperour 
Charles M. by the Brute of thoſe , Cit! 

in the Diego F Aal gh, the lame tri = 
Ab ah ba 1 Ci Mas preſented 


cc 
cc 


«Cc 


The A SBURGH CONEFS: 
% ] () N., C'X + wed to Chartes V. it? ce Diet 
held there, 4% 1530, was ritten in the Tune 


of tliat Dicr by. Philip Mieluiuclith u. Ir wis re- 
viſed, an 2 8 N exlubited to the Emperor Fer- 
Sinead in 11 D Et Ot the Empire, A140 1588. 
and A.. 17635 The Edition here followed is 
that printed ar Tittenterg, Au. 1543. 
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1 Art. © The Churches with us wich great 
Conſent teach, that the Decree vi the Council 
of Nice concerning the Un! tv of the Divine 
Eflerce, and of three Perfors, 1s true, ard with- 
out any doubting to be bei:uved, wie. That 
there is he divine Etlence, Wien s both 
called, and is G«d, eternal, incorpores!, that 


can't be divided into Parts, Je ANG et 
there are three Pcrions of the fame Fence, 1 
Power, and cceteriuial, Futly, &a, a. 5 
Spirit. And the Word Po ſou they ſe it 
Signification, v herein eccluliaſticai + in 
this Cauſe have receiv d it, tuat it high. n 


a Pait, or Quality in another, but </ ' tro, Ty 
ſubſiſts. 

They condemn all Herefics riſen again this 
Article, : as of tlic Al: rut: (ei, Fallen tiili. os; - 1- 
ans, Eunomiuus, Aahomct ans, and all like the c. 
T hey codon alſo the Semoſatenian', old and 
new, who when tacy contend that there 15 
one Perſon only, crattily and impiouti) cavil 
concerning the Werd, and the Holy Spirit, 
that they are not diſtinct Pcrfons; but chat the 
Mid ſignifics a ro rd; and Hirit, a ei- 
ted Motion in all Things. 

III. Artic. © They ailo teach tactile Word, 7. 
e. the Son of God, aliumed the human Na- 
ture in the Womb or the biened Virgin Mary, 
that two Naturcs, divine 11% human, inlepa- 
rably joined in a Unity ot Perſon, might be 
one Chriit truly Gel nnd truly Ilan, Corn 
ot the Virgin Airy, win truly ſuner'd and 
Was cruciticd, A. chat ne. miglit rcconcile te 
Fatlier to us, and might ben Sac UCL not only 
tor criginal Dill, but alſo Or all the actu: wo Sins 
of Men, Cc. accoral g do the Apoſt . Creed, 


(XL, 
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XxI. Art. © Invocation 15 an Honour to be gi 
© ven only to God almighty, r. to the eternal 

Fatner, and tO lus Son and our Saviour 7 {ir 
* 0 call, and to the Ho! \ Spirit (a) 8 

F © x capounding this C el au. ritten oma 
[UGGEN, 5 Mu [hon Who vritit witneſs him- 
ſcit in his Apolery, tut follou ing Conſe/(rons (taith 

Thc ee ot this II. n mon, ure annexed 
thercunto. 

The SAX ON CONFESSION was 
writen Au. 1551. in the Syred at M ittemberg, 
where the Pattors ot the Sic and Miſuiar 
Churches, and Dectors ot their Ununcriitics _ 
together, Who ail ſubſcribed it as the Au 

Cinſiſſiun re pentcd, to be propoſed, and v hich was 
propoled, to the Council of Trent. The moſt 11- 
luſtrious Binde ubẽ!= Princes, and the moſt 
noble Counis of A elt, and Miniſters of 
Strawbargh, and Dc (tors Ot the Churches of Po- 
my and © by V rt ing * anmnczed to the Cs afeiſc, %- 
proved it; and the ſame was approved by other 
Churches, and it was commended by the Poli 
Churches in tler Agreement, or Pu i fiction. Fre 
Cone % tallow, 5. | | 3 
Art. Or Doctrine. | 

* We aftirm open) betore God and the uni- 
«yerial Church, in Heaven and in Earth, that 
ue enibrace with a true Faith ail the Writings 
of tlie Prohliet 5 and Apoitles, and in hat Ge 
nuine Scene, Which 15 expreſb'd in the Crs of 


(- I, Thi arg! Conſe, ien wan (hibited to lis Imperial dfajeſty 
t 'y je. " 1: 1 224 Ele.'$ "cr S axon, Geer: e N wa 21; or F tudenbur 5 
FErneſt Duke ot Fee . Fu Lanloravs ot e, J Frederic 
| Dake ot Saxony, Fran + [0 ke ot L ozeavurg's, 34% , ing Prince oſ. 120. 
th. Senate een Mt Ade Fremme o, nt den re of ent ngen 
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the Apoſtles, ot Nice, and of Athanafiie,and the f 
Creeas them {cives, and their genuine Mcaniny, 
without Corruptions, we have always WE 
ly embraced, and by God's Help thall 
emorace. --— And we conſtantly condemn al 
Errors repugnint to theſe Cyeels, as are the 
rnonf{ti vous Opinions of Heatnens. *Ferws, NM 
inctaus, Maravnites, Maiinhees, Sumoſatemiaus, 
Ariaits, Paeumat machiaits, and ochers con- 
demned by ne trug Juazrimt of tie Church. 
— &cci g ne divine Eſſeice is but oe, the 
eternal HFitſer, the covternai Su the Ima; ge ot 
tue Father; and thc coeternal Hol, Spirit, pro- 
c eamę from the Father and the S; * im- 

121i Wildom, Power Goodref(s, &c. ----- 

cn tne Errors of Marcicr, 8 

Mauiti. „ and the like, chat agree not ich 
the vente of the Church of God in this whole 
que. tion. 

Art. Of praying to Saints dip arte. 
I hap. XIII. it is written: J am 
tle TLerd, that 1s my name. Mz eliry I will net 
gi e to 0:6ther, Invocation is the woſt Pro- 
per Glory of God, as Mitt. iv. | Tun {hat 
. i / the Lerd thy God, and bim coul that: 

erde. And it is the eternal and unc go- 

pr Coramandment, Thon halt have no other 
Sch before we no ſtrange (Gods. Taerc- 
tore it is neceſlary to keep : the Doctrine of In- 
vocatien moſt pure in the Church ; {or cor- 


ruht ing ot Which the Devil Hach various Ways 
- down tram the beginning been fe: attering his 


Sced, and will ſcatter ir till. here is no- 
thing of graater power, no more Cficacious 
conſola tion than riglit Prayer. It mlt 


not be as tlie Heathen: 83 CE u! IN Gul 
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Lord ſaith : Te worſhip yore kaow at whit. 
He will have his Church conſider what they 
worſhip. We know what we worſhip, 7% 
iv. 22. This reproot contains theſe three 
plain Arguments. (1) To attribute Omm- 
potency to a Creature i impiety ; but to pray 
to a Creature, is to attribute ro it Omnipo— 
tency; becauſe it is a Contfeſion that he fees 
all Hearts, and diſcerns true Groanings fro:n 
Counterfeit : theſe things are only to be alcrib- 
ed to the eternal Farlicr and to his Son 7eſus 
Ci, our Lord, and to the Holy Spirit —— 2 
ling to Creature you depart trom Gol, and 
contider not what you cali upon. Lit faith ot- 
ten, *T'is an illuſtrious Teitimony in the Old 
Teſtament of the Divinity of tie M in 
23 it affirms he is pray d to. (2) Invocation, 

Prarer, ithout Faith is in vain, and no 
worth is to be brought into the Church with- 
out a divine Command; but there is no Sen- 
tence that ſhews Prayer made to Men! is pleaſ- 
ing to God, or ot any avail. (3) Tis Ex= 
preſoly ritten: There i5 one Mediat r between 
God aud Alm, the Min Chriſt Je. Upon 
him we muit look in all our Prayers, and know 
the Doctrine of the Goſpel concerning him, 
that none can come to God, but by Faith i 111 


this Mediator: who both intercedes tor us, 


as himſelt faith, None cometh to the Further, but 
by the He; and bids us tiy to himſelt, ſaving 
Come to ine ye that l:bour, aad are heauy, He 
aud I will give you ret. And the Manner ot 
Prayer he teaches, when he faith : IV oatſoever 
you ſhall ah the Father is my Numne, he will give 
it %%. Ty this high Prieſt enters into che 
Holy © Holics i. e into the ſecret Councils 
cc ot 
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cc 


ot the Deity, and ſees into the Breaſt of the 
eternal Father, and intercedes tor us, and car- 
ries our Griets, and Grouns, and Prayers to 
lim, and ſearcheth our Heart. Prayer is made 
to God, who hath maniteſted himſeit, viz. 
« to the cternal Father, to his Son our Lord 
« Jeſus Chriſt, and ro the Holy Spirit; that lie 
« would receive, and hear, and ſave, for the 
« Son's Sake. And *tis expreſly made to che Son, 
« as 2 Theſs. ii. 16, 17. Our Lerd Feſus Ciriſf 
« himſelf, aud God even our Haber, which hath 
loded us, and given us everlaſtigs Craſol.utiui, and 
good Hope thro” Grace, comfort your Herts, and 
« eſtabliſh you in every good TPurd aid Muck. And 
in Gen. xlviii. 15, 18. Jacob names God, and 
« the Mediation of his Son, when he faith : 
« God before whim my Futhers Abrahva and Niue 
ce did walk, the God which fed me a! iny Liſe lows 
« to this Day, the Aurel which reldeemet me, 
bleſs the Lads. I'herefore we uſe theſe Forms: 
« call upon thee, almighty God, co, aal Fitter © 
o Jon Jeſus Chriſt, together with thy H, jj 15 
ce Chriſt our Lord, aud thy Holy Spirit. I cau uh 72 
* thee, Jeſus Chriſt, thou Son of God, wWwho waſt ca- 
cified for us, and raijed again, hace mercy upon me, 
intercede fur me with thy Futher,and jan-tify me by 
thy Holy Spirit. In theſe Forms we know what 
we ſpeak to: and ſince there are T'e{timonics 
in the Word of God, which ſhew thar ſuch 
Prayer pleaſes God, and hc hears it, ſuch Pray- 
er may be Gerd up in Faith (4). 
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%) In the! reſace to this felon they It i theDuy ot ſuch as are 
4% A Kd to make known har Deen: eipecially when the Chirches 
** are accuſed or tpreading, or recetwing fate Opinions, and ratlily thro” 
* Anbirion, or Hatred, dr any evil Altection, dera tom the Come 


aon $cnie,ro repear otten the trac Expiication of the DoKtine i pita» 


in the Artile of the TRIN ITV. 4 


The WIRTEMBURG CONFET 

SION was propos'd to the ſame Council : 
77 it, Ann. 1552. by the Deputies ot the moſt 
[iluftrious Ch; iſtopher mA ot M/irtemburg, as its 
excellent Preface ſhews. The Cofeſſzor itſelf is 
thus. 


Of God, and of fn Perſous in one 
Deity. 

- W believe and conteſs that there is only 
« o. true, eternal, immenſe God, almighty, 
© Creator ot all Things vifible and inviſible ; 
« and in this one and eternal Deity there are 
« three Properties, or Perſons ſubſiſting of them- 
ſelves, Futher, Son, and Holy Spirit, as the 
* Scriptures ot the Prophets and Apoſtles teach; 
and the three Cr-eds, the Aprſtolic, and Nice, 
and Athana/ian explain. 

Of the Son of God. 

« Wr believe and conteſs that the Son of 
« Ged, our Lord Teſus Ch riſt, begotten trom 
Eternity of his Father, is true and eternal 
« God, conſubſtantial with his Father, and in 
« the tulneſs of ime was made Man to expi- 
« ate Sin, and procure the Salvation of Man- 
ce ind; that Feſus Chriſt, true God and true 
Man, might be one Perſon only, and in one 
« Perſon there might be two Narures, not one 
alone, as the holy Fathers explained it by 
6 Telttmonics of ſ1cred Scripture in the Coun- 
« cil of Nice, and in the , of Epheſus, and of 


ſing ro God,and ſome knowing the Scripture- are invited to the Truth. 
And ag-i Having icarched the Scriptures we have fauhtuly deli er- 
cd their whos De: inc, and Ly wiching we propagatent; ve 
tanhtully retain the Belict of the Cathone Ch AY oncernr our L. = 
fat Criſt, and oren the Doctrine nec y tothe Knowlc ge Of 412 

Son or God, and the Salvatien oi Men, C.. 
40 (b. 1. ed. = 
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« Chalcedon. Therefore we deteſt all Herely, 
&« that is repugnant to this Doctrine of the Son 


« of God. 
Of the Holy Spirit. 

« Wer bcheve and conteſs that the Hy Spi- 
rit from Eternicy proceeds trom God the Fa- 
ther ad che Som, and is crue and ecernal 
God, ot the ſiire Eflence, Majeſty and Glo- 
© ry with the Father, and the Son, as by Autho- 
* rity of the ſacred Scripture the Hol) Fathers 
« rightly explain'd 1 in the Council of Conſtain- 
« tinople again'c Macedouius. 

The PALATINE CONFESSI- 
ON, as the ſame is extant in the laſt Will 
and Teſtament of the melt Iuuſtrious Prince 
Frederic 111. Count Patutize oft the Rhine, E- 
fector of the Ryman Empire: printed Aun. 1577. 
by order of his Son, Prince Caſimire, profeſſing 
alſo the ſame Faith. 

I general, j.4ith the Elector, with a ſincere 
and conſtant Mind I conteſs, and firmly be- 
licve, all thoſe things whici in the ſacred Doc- 
trine and Writings of the Prophets and Apo— 
ſtles are revealed, contained, and delivered, 
and by Teſtimonics there confirmed, and 
founded, altogether fo as the Church in che 
Times of the Ape oftles compriſeth the chiet 
Heads of Chriſtian Doctrine in our Chrittian 
« Faith, which t: wp call tze Ap:/iles Creed, 
and as atterward in the {Viceue, and Athana- 
ſtaa Creed, the true Explication of the toreftid 
« Apoſtolic Faith, or Creed, is faithfully fcc 
rd That is, : 

I believe and confeſs the eterna! Habu 

o of our Lord Je ſus Chr iſt, Who cr e out of 
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nothing the Heaven and the Earth, with all 
things that are therein, Cc. 
11. © I believe and conteſs that Jejus Chriſt, 
Son ot the almighty God, begoten trom c- 
ternity ot the Fat. ir, is equal, and oze only 
God with the Either, and Holy Spirit ; and 
that at the Time winch was appointed in the 
eternal Council of God, he was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit in Ars, always a Virgin, 
rook our Fleth, and was born into the Wor 
Cc. — That he (uttered Death to tree us from 51 
eternal Death, which had otherwile tor cver 
lain upon us, and trom the Curſe G. I be- 
lieve that he roſc again trom the Dead on the 
third Day ---- and that we now by his Power, 
and Efficacy, are raiſed to a new Life — Tho? 
as to his human Nature, he be no longer upon 
Earth, but in Heaven ; yet as to his Divinity, 
Majeſty, Grace, and Spirit, he never r departs 
trom us. 
111. © I believe and comes that the ly Spi- 
rit, With the Futher and the Su, is that truc, 
eternal, and c::{y Gol; and that he is given to 
us, that he may make Us by true Faith Par- 
takers ot Chi, and of all his Benciits. In 
this Contcilion of the true Chriltian 1 aich, 
both now, and at any Jin Ne, L commend my 
Soul, whenſocrer it thall depart our of this 
ody, to the hoy and 74 »divided '{  174itY. 5, tO 
God the Fitier, the Creator ; ro God the Sn, 
the Redeemer, Mediacor, and my only S2vi- 
our, Jeſus Chriſt ; and to God the Holy Spirit, 
my true Comiorter, Cc. I exhort and at- 
fectionatly intreat my moſt dear Caildren, 
Heirs, and $S: iccxilors 3 ; and my Subjects, com- 
mitted by God to my L'ruſt; my Counſelors, 
5 and 
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cc 


and Magiſtrates ; and eſpecially my Univerli- 
«TY, and School Maſters, and Miniſters ot 
& Churches, of whatever State, and Condition 
they be, and their Poſterity, that they keep 
the Way of the Lord. And that, not in their 
private Capacity only, they conſtantly perſevere 
to their Lives end in the ſaid Conteſſion ot 
Faith, and without Fear, couragiouſly proteſs 
it betere God, ard the whole World, nor ever 
decline trom it; but alſo, as it becomes pious 
and Chriſtian Princes, and Magiſtrates, to 
whom the Detence and Propagation of ac- 
know ledged divine Truth is commited, as 
their chict Duty, they would with ſpecial 
Care, Study, and Pains, faithfully and dcli- 
gently apply thereto ; that the ſacred and 
ſaving Goſpel, and the Truth of God, ac- 
cording to the Scriptures ot the Prophets, and 
** Apollles, may be purely, ſincercly, and uncor- 
ruptly taught, and preached, and by the 
Bleſling of God may be propogated, and tranſ- 
mitted in a continued Succeſſion down to Poſ- 
terity. 


Ius admirable Confeſſron for G and 
Sourdneſs of Judgment, and the extraordinary Spi- 


rit ct Piety expreſſed therein, is well worthy e- 
very ones reading, that hath opportunity for it. 
His dying Expreſſions were : © This is a faithful 
& Saying, and worthy of all Acceptation, that Chriſt 
i Jeſt came into the World to ſave Sinners, of 
© whom 1 am chief.” And to thoſe who ſtcod 
about him: Enougi, now enough have I lived 
© tor YOu, it is time that at length I ſhould alſo 
« live for myſelt. Let my mercitull Fathcr 
call me hence whenfoever he pleaſeth, I enjoy 
* a plcaſant and joytul Conſcience in Chriſt my 


« Lord 
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« Lord, whom I have lincerely ſerved, and thro' 
« whoſe Goodneſs I have lived to ſec this, that 
jn the Churches, and Schools under my Go- 
« vernment, my Subjects, taken of trom the Au— 
thority of Men, have been led to Chrift alone. 
« — [ have ſought a good Fight, I hae fai bed 
* my Courſe, I have kept the Þanth, heiice forth is bail 
up for me a Crit of Rightewuſeſs. 
the BOHEMIAN, or WAL DEN- 
SIAN CONFESSION, tramed out of 
their moſt antient Curfe (1rons, approved by a 
Writing of Luther, and of Mel tnelthin, Aun. 1532. 
and by the Univertity of Htemlerg, and at lail 
by the Free Barons, and other Noblemen of the 
Kingdom ot Bybomi.:, preſented to King Ferd;- 
71. ind, Ana. 1535. Ir i includes in it the Faith of 
thoſe of the Mrrchinzate of Moravia, and others. 
I. Artic. Of the Faith of the Hol) Irinily. 
« Tur r teach from the Scriptures, that by 
Faith Cd 15 krown to be % in Subſt: 4nce of 
Divinity, bur eee in Perſons, Fthr, & u, and 
* Holy Spirit. As to Perſons indeed they have 
Diſtinction, but as to Eflence, and Subſtance, 
they have Cocquality without Diitinccion. 
3 be Catholic Faith, and the Agreement or 
e Niccve Council, and of others wath this; 
ws r Decrees, and Canons, and che Confeſſion 
or Cee. of  Athanaſivs, plainly teſtify this, 
And hence they teach tue ſupreme Power, 
© VWifkiom, and Goodnefſs of this one God, an. 
„e Its three moſt excellent Worls, agrecing 
bim alt Oe, and to noc ther be. des him, des. 
the Worb ot Cre an, vi Rede imprion, and or 
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reach that ris only true God, in one div ins 
Fence, an Mt) uur © of Perſons, 18 
x K. Ala 
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* always to be adored and ſtood in awe of, and 
« with greateſt Reverence, Honour, and Praiſe 
* to be worſhiped, as the great Lord and King 
** of all, reigning to all Eternity; ; and that on 
« him do all things depend, trom him co they 
expect and ſeck all, to him alone is highelt 
Subjection, Obedience, Fear, and Truit to be 
* yellded, and for this all religious Worthip 15 
* {incercly to be paid him: and whoſorver does 
« not that, brings on lumſelt Damnation, Deut. 
1 Thon ſhalt uuf ip the Led thy God, aud him 
* only ſbalt thou ſerve. And again.: Thou halt 
ce Ide the Lord 9 Ged with all thine Heart, aud 
* with all thy Sul, and with ail thy Mind, and in 
« fur, with all thy internal and external 
c Powers. 

vi. Artic. Of the Lora Chriſt, and Faith 

1% him. 

c A'nEr teach firſt of all, that RY mult be a 
« ſure and firm Faith of Ct tie Lord, vis. 
That he is true, nd by Nature God, and al- 
© ſo Man; by whom all thing 510 Heaven and in 
Earth, viſible and ins . were made ; wnom 
e Jha calling the eel Word interprets that 
tt he is Cod, the Liz, the ouly begeten Sor, that 
eis in the Boſom of the Father, ful of Grace aud 
C5 T;: th. I» | 

The CONSENT. in Faith anu Religion be- 
tween the Churches of greater and leſter Þ O- 
LAN D, and Dukedom of LI TH U A- 
N 1 A, © . at S 71011 . Ai. [3 7'2- 

Pret ace. 

Tur v fay, © They ſhun ail Ferelics cepug: 
« nant to the Christian Faith 5 FOVE ed in tlie 
6 Scriptures, and to the Apaſtelic, ant Miccue, and 


1 


165 


14 the 


Is rhe 1v. 


Article of the TRIN IT. 


Act o; the Sy I) Ot Es [COcE 


109 


v tis ſud (7 ): 


When forme A, ian Preachers and their Hearers, 
of their own accord, came to our Synod, and 
would there diicourle oft their Opinion; the 


Sy no. 1 


T1 hings, 


curing of it, 1 
God, tlie Father, and the 5 


atter 


{Cr1CUS 


Corinderation 


Of 


thoſe 


retuſed Conterence and Niſputation 
with them, and made this Decree: Sccing theſe, 
who w ent out trom us, continue not in theDo- 


"Gd * lei concerning the ine 
n, with the 110 Spi- 


rit, and fo have rot Gd; and having already 
been by Conferences and Writings very often 
and vet pertinacoully con- 


tinuc in their Error, we Will have no tarcher 
So long as they continue to 


to do with them. 


detend their Opinion, 


Faith concern ing Gd, 


baptiz'd ; 


it lie 3 5 * 5 1 L. 
UHirſt exhiöltec 


* 
— 
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and 10-1S Of 
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ve will admins more 
of their Diſputations, but will ſhun them and 
their bla Uhemous Books 55 accord ing 5 tlie 


Command o the Holy Spirit: leaſt orherwiſe 
we ſeem to thake the Foundation of theo 
ſtian Relig, 


Curi- 


, and to call in doubt the moſt firm 


in whole Name we arc 
nd leit we be Partakers of tlieir cvil 
Deeds, po! ſon'd D ctrines, ard Blaſphemies a- 

Lainſt the G1 ny ot CUT ond: 


1 


— — 
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CONFESSION: :was 
in tie Diet ar A 1 
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ob, Aid. 1530. 
vith the famous 4½½ 
Ihen five Yeurs atter the Retor- 
cir Church it was: Printed, 
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« vine Trinity, three Perſons, and one eternal 


« almighty God, as to Eſlence and Subſtance, 


© not three Gods. This is proved trom man 
e places of the whole Scriptures ot the Old and 
* New Teſtament. 

iv. Artic. Of Chriſt, true God and true Man. 
* Wer believe and conſtantly conteſs that Chriff 
was made Fleſh tor us, i. ce. this Son of God u- 
nited to the humane Nature in one Perſon, 
was made our Brother, that we by him might 
be made Partakers of the Heritage vt God, 
Matth. i. 21. Luke ii. 10. Cc. Jom i. 14. Pl. 
11. 6, 7. Matth. vi. 8, 9. Rom. viii. 15, 16, 17. 
Hieb. ii. 10. They conclude their Comfel!/ron - 

* To the King eternal, incorruptible, im- 


mortal, inviſible, the only wife God, Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, be Honour and Glor, 


for ever, Amen. 


The CONFESSION of the GREEK 


CHURCH, given by Germadins Schlurias, 


Patriarch of Conſtantinople, to Mahomet 11. Empe- 
ror of the Turks, after his Corquelt of that City, 
Cc. Ann. 1453. And upon this Demand of his: 
Q. W rar do you Chriltians believe? 

4 o this the Patriarch anſwered: 

Auſ. I. Cap. © Wr believe that there is a 
God, x ho made all things out ot nothing, who 13 
not a Body, nor hath a Body, but lives intel- 
lectually, and is the beſt, moſt perfect, and 
moſt wiſe Mind, withour Compotition, with- 
out Beginning, and Without Eid, is not in- 
cluded in any place, but is in all Piaces. Theſe 
are the Attributes (a) of Gd, by watch lie is 
diſtinguiſhed from the things that he hath 
made: and there are others le theſe. 
() Hie. 8 | 5 


* 


— 
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11. Cap. © Ht is wiſe, and good, and true, 
« even Truth itſelt: whatever Exccllencies his 
« Creatures have ſeparately, he hath all in an 
higher Manner in himſelf alone; and thoſe 
« Pertections his Creatures have, becauſe he gives 
them to them; and they are good ; becaulſe he 
is wile, theſe arc Walc ; becauile he is true, 
theſe are true; and atter the ſame Manner in 
the reſt, only with this Difference, they are firſt 
and properly in God, but Creatures have them 
by Communication. | 
111. Cap. © W x beleive that there are in God 
other three Properties (a), Which are as it were 
the Principles and Fountains of all his other 
Properties (H. And by theſe three Properties Gd 
eternally lives in himiclt, and betere the World 
was made by him; and by theſe he made the 
World, and by theſe he governs it. And theſe 
three Properties we call three Subfiſienices, or Per ſuns 
(c). And becaulc theſe three Properties themſelves 
do not divide into parts the one, and moſt ſim- 
ple Eflence of God, therefore God in theſe 
three Properties is che Ged ; and there are not 
* three Geds, as ſome daringly ſpeak. 

vi. Cap. —-- © T ne Herd of Ged put on lu- 
manc Nature, that as Man he might converſe 
« with Man; and as the Nerd ot God, and 
the Wiſdom of Ged, he might teach Men to 
believe in the only true God, and to live ac- 
cording to the Rule which himſelf had given : 
and again, that as Man he might ſet torth his 
own Converſation an Exemplar ot his Dec- 
trine , for he himſclt firſt lived according to 
that Rule which he gave unto Man ; but as 
« the ard of God, and his Power, he might 
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be able happily to effect that univerſal Good 
which he purpoſed, becauſe it was impoſſible 
that by the Power of Man alone the World 
ſhould be turn'd to God their Happiness. 


Thus therefore by his rd the almiguty and 


inviſible God ſow'd the Truth in Jauſalem, 


* and by his Spirit he enlightened and ſtrength- 


ned his Apoſtles, that chey miglit fow the 
Truth even in all the World, thro' the love of 
God u ho ſent him, and tor Love of the Salva— 
tion ot the World, atter the example of Jeſus, 
who according to his Humanity freely died to 
ſave the World. "Thus we believe One God in 
Trinity, the Fither, Sou, and Hu) Spirit, as our 
Lord Jeſs Chriſt hath taught us, becauſe he 
is truc : we believe he is Truth itſelf. 

vii. Cap. © Wx believe that the ird of 
God, and the Man which that rd of God 
aſſuni'd, is the Chriſt; and that Lite of C',ift 
in his Fleſh, was the Lite of more than an 
Holy Man; the Power of his Wiſdom, and 
of his Works, was the Power of God. 

VIII. C . Wr believe tir as the Soul and 
Body ot one Man make one Man ; fo tne H 
of God on the one part, and on the other 
part Soul and Body: there arc always wo Na- 
tures perfectly diſtinct in one Man; and fo the 
Humanity and the Deity are in Nature per- 
fectly diſtinct in one Chriſt, but only in 
Subſiſtence and perſonally they are united: and 
neither was the II of God chang'd into 
the Fleſh, or into the Soul of Chrift ; nor 
was the Fleſh of Chriſt, cr his Soul, chang'd 
into the [4 oft God; but there was, and is in 
Chriſt, atter that molt wonderful Diſpenſation, 
the Word of God, and the Humanity is Hu- 


* manity 
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manity. It was not the Humanity of 
Chriſt that. aſſumed the Deity, but the Di- 
vinity ot the Hud of God atumed the Hu- 
mane Nature, in the act of Aſſumption join— 
ing it with himfelt, Whatever is in God, 
and of God, is by Nature God, becauſe 
there is no accident in God; and therefore 


* tlic intelligible 7171 of Ged we call, and be- 


lieve ro Le (God. And becauſe this ir. i ot 
God was in vi, theretore we conſeſo Chrijl 
to be God and Man, vis. Man becauſe of 
his Soul and Body; but God, becauſe of the 
Mrd of God which is in him. 
Ix. C. W x believe that the Nord of 
God was in Chris, ard in the World, and in 
Heaven, and in God the Father; beciuſe the 
Weird of God is infinite, as God is infinite, 
who begat him but he was in God in one 
manner, in Chriſt in another, and in the World 
in another. 
x. Cap.--- Tur Gecdneſs of God, and his 
Power, and his Lore to Men was more abun— 
dantly magnified by the coming of the ird of 
God ki: mielf, * 110 15 God, * ith all 1115 Power 
in Jeſus; than when he lent one Grace cr 
two into his Prophets, and into one Prophet 
leſs, and into another greater. : 
x1. Cap. Ws believe that Sri, as to his 
humane Nature, was cruc tied and died (with 
Conſent of his Wit I) tor many and great Be- 
nets ; but th: Pird ot God i is neither Tus 
cihed, nor dies, nor riſethi again; bu: racher 
himſelf raiſed the Dead, as he 1 78 allo is 
own Fleh, winch he hid carried about 
him, Ce. 
| 2 III. 


— 
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x111.. C. Bur why was it neccllary tiint 
« the 11rd of God, who is God, ſhculd be in- 
© carnatc 2 There are many necellary Reaſons 
« of this, and when it is needtul we are ready 
to give them; but betide thoſe Reaſons, tice 
10 ſeven Things tully perſwade us ot the truth 
« of: our Faith. | 

x1v. Cap. (1). © Brcavsr the Proplicts of the 
Jens (whom we alto approve) turetold con- 
8 cerning . [i5, and the T hings that he did, and 
© What were done in his time, and which his 
Dito ON. did atterwards by his Powcr. 

XV. Cap. (2.) » Becauſe all the W ritings of 
* our Faith agree in all Things, by reaſon tiac 
the W rirers of them | had all one "T'cachicr, 2 
* Grace | ſo he cas the Spirit | ot God; 


” Peak they would in ſome Things beg 
diſagrecd. 


XVI. Cap. (3.) “ Becauſe Men everywhere 
« with great Earneſtneſs, and many hazards rc- 
« ceived this Faith, tho' it was new, and 
ſtrange; and not ignorant and unicarned Per- 
“ ſons only, but the prudent and wiſe ; and 

& by this the Peluſions of the Devil Kere ut- 
* terly confounded. 

XVII. Cap. (4) Becauſe this Faith hath no- 
* Ling in it impoſſible, nothing contradictory, 
„nothing fleſhly, but all ſpiritual ; and it is 
« the way to bring tlie Souls of Men to the 
& Love of God, and of eternal Life to come. 

x\ il. Cop. (5). © Brcavst as many as 
& received this Faith, and lived virtuoully ac- 
& cording to the Rule of Chriſt, received great 
« CGitts from God, and wrought many Miracles 
c in the Name of Je, w hich would not have 
& been, were this Faith contrary to the Truth. 


XIX. 


ce 
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X1X. Cap. (6). Breuss winterer ſome 

“ ſpeak agamit this Faith, we can evlily and 
Ga WAP good Reaſon folve. 

Cap. (7). Bicauu Kings, and thew chier 


1 


wy G tor three hundred and cightecn 


„ Yeurs, having been worſhipers of man (30G 
„ and Idolaters, With many Puniſthioents and 
« Slaughters war d againſt this Faich, but 
« could rothing prevail, but the Faith conque— 
ce 


red, and remains to this time, and v hen our 
« Cord cometh he fhall find it. It this Fai 
Mere not jrom the Will of Grout, it had cafi— 
ly been deſtroy'd. 

Vo this our Lord Je Chi? be Glory, 
Amen. (a) | 

Tur Clien of Cyril, Patriarch of Contr im 
avplinſcrived, Ihe O RIE NI AL CO N- 
L ESSIO Not the Cariktian Faith. 


ri, Patriarch of Cu. ü. tinple, to thoſe who 


are inquilitive to underlia: 10 8 ning theRe— 
*© ligion of the Eaftern, that is ot the Cie Church, 
4 


what ue bclicre „ and what we think ct the 
« Articlcs of the Orthodox Faich, in the N ime 
© of all Chriſtians in common, explains this 
« ſhort Confoiron, that it may be for a T'eſtimo- 


* ny bef.re God and his whole Church, With 
* out Diikmulation, and wita a good Con- 
© {C1ence. 

|. Art. © Wx believe oze true God almigint, 
0 


and infinite; three in Perfous,, Fither, Hut, 
* and Holy Spirit. The Father unbegoten; 
) 1 3 1 * 7 5 1 
the Son begoten of the Father, before all 
Ages, conſubſtantial with the Father; the 
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cc 


Holy Spirit proceeding from the Father by 
the Sor, having the {ame Eftence as the Fa- 
ther and the Son. Theſe three Perlons in 


cc 


« one Etience we call the Saurcd Trinity, al- 
« v.avs to be bleſicd, glorificd, and worſhip- 
cc 


cd by cvery Creature. 

iv. Art. Wir believe that tins oe God in 
« three Perſous, Father, Su, and Holy Spirit , 
is the Creator ot Things viſible and imvitt- 
oh ble, Cr. 

vii. Art. W belicre that the Son of God, 
© our Lord eſis Chriſt, humbled himſelt, and 
in his Subliſtence, or Perſoz, raok humane Na- 
ture, conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, and was 
made Man, in the Womb of Mary, always a 
Virgin, born of her, c. (a) 

Take only one Paſſage more cited from Dr. 
Smith by Mr. Martia, in his Diſſertation en 
1 John v. 7. page 83. the Words of another 
Greck Confeſſiou, viz. © The Father, the Son, and 
* the Holy Chiſt are all three or ode and the 


* ſame Eſſence, according to tie Words of the 
“ Evangelilt St. Joh: Ther? are three that bear 
cc 


record in He Ver, tre Futiir, the I Verd, aud 
the Holy Gift, and theſe three are cue. 


— A. 


(a) Sil delivered thi: Confe Ton, writen ty hanc'f in Latin, to the 
Dutch Ambaftidor at the Turkiſh Pryr , Anno 1630. Aﬀcrwirnd he rut 
forth the lan e in the Gree 4 Lang age, ſtrngthen'd with Authors of the 
Sacred Script 330, and Chiary od with the Add jon ( '3 {or e On ons. 
And betote che Freon Ambit cler, an both, the Patriar h pr led 
iht it was his ohn, and eimthet prot (on ut Faith he cont Hed fo long 
a he lived. Ihe lan. „lluftrou Feten tert na lame oO Fer a4, Tis Le 
put ic rh in l' int, thit with his Cont. ne ard Defiie it migh. he commy - 
Na alk % the Chr:ftan uod; and thar alt nr ighr be aflured the: cof, 
h ſent the Orig nal wracn vih his own Hande, whi h ail might fer 
* ho dew ed It. It was a: cord nely princed n Gres ard Latmn, at Gene 


| 7 * , — ; . * 5 . | 
21 n *, Which 1. 1:1 every ones Hans Hefe we weit content with ine 
Lun Edition. 
A's 
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As 5 the Northern Churches, weden and 
Dent. L „being both Lutheran, they tollow the 
Abt; 41) . 4 745 ot which {ce beto . And 
Arey recening Chriltianity from the Greek 

| Uh: ich, this with it tellows the Arthanafean Creed. 
nus have we gone tary Ti b Hunt Pro- 
raled, rom the B. a, ot the Ca ot the 
R. Chirac, N..th 103 e others cc: L1G y 
id: Prom all lach we find a Cloud 
ct Witnelles both to oy "Truth and Impor- 


meiwie 
tance of this Doctrine ct the B. th Tiin'ty 

Fhat there arc tte 2 5 Til 60 185 

the F.uber, the $64, a al Lic 770. Gl /t, and 

theſe three are oe id... the ſame in Sub- 
lance, coual in Power, ard Glory. We cloſe 
this port tlerctere ry Wich ts Rellection: 
Should there Lb e a4 tal! 118 Way trom tis Protut- 
110 „ Me men 25 70 the Sab tance of the Doc- 
| trine, in whatever \, crds expreficd : ſhould 
there be a d demi & the Lud that Bult 55 
or of ti:e H.. | Sri, the Sanctifier, and Com- 
torter; diſov ning them to be truly and proper- 
ly by Nature God, of the ſame Eſſence, and 
Eternity as the l aher, and with him che one 


| Goo, nor rizrec God ds, Or a TH recto: 4 7 70 b. 5. abi 
tude, Gr center udien of the oe Pericnn ot the 
Farkor : fhiculd there bea General detection from 
the truth to ch Err r3- as cheſe: with tov 
much reaſen it might be faid the Glory iS de- 
arted from us, Wliether Diſſciters, cr ct the 
ZHabli ad Cbureb that h cen counted. the 
led and great Support of the Proteſtant 
murches. Should wc, OT FREY thus tall, thoſe 
Proteſtants, whole A e huwe mention d, 
ea, and all Chriſtians 1 mult upon their 
* re teied Principles rencunce us, as rot holding 

tne 
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the Head; and as to this great and findamen- 
tal Article ot the Blgſed Trinity, allen into a 
worſe Apoltacy even than Roe itfeir, BI dee 
hope better Things both! ot theirs and blur and 
Things that accompany Salvation, though we thus 


{peak, 


fs ot CO * fs Py LIC: 2 * 0 . ot. BY DOB * os of = * * * ” * —— * * of. of ee i ot * ” ts —— BY —— BY 
EG e XK IGG) D. GDC. S . . 
rr: neren 


C HA P. III. 


Some Advices relating to the Dod r iE 
of the ever Bleſſed TRINITY. 


r now remains that we recommend a few 

Things ro the Conſideration of tlioſe, who 
have their 1 hougats excrcty'd about thefe Points; 
which how generally toever they have been hi- 
therto received, are of late Lecome whe Unianpy 
Subjectot Diſpute. 

Dip we apprenena this to be a Centrorerty 
of little Conſequence, they to M hom we de more 
particul larly addreſs ouricives, are too wel! :c- 
quainted Wich our Perſons and Circumitances, ro 
imagine we would cver have given them or our 
{elves any trouble about it. 

Tur mult needs judge, ve Ar ic to be Ot 
thc greateſt Moment, : and chat nothing coul IA u. 
duce us to have talen this e torcly ww 
gainſt Our Inclinar! ONS, ane toſe as, Ari 
ments that would have engag'd our Silence) Alt 
we not find curſelves comb cl do it by ſo plain 


FE. 
DF! bs 


of the ever Bleſſed TRINITY. 119 


and urgent a Necellicy, as ought to bear down 


i otice Conliderations whatloc er; or, it they 
in te ical doube ot this, VW$E:.CAN proteſs leriou— 
fly that fo the Cafe ſtands. 

Brise under thi s Conviction ot Mind, e 
GUgUT to omit nothing on our Part; that may 
conducec to the preſerving thoſe important I' ruths, 
„nich we have lo long and o peaceably enjoy a; 
or Tat may tend to the gurrding againſt Errors, 
Tilac are NOT CO! uy moit dangerous in themſelves, 
but it once entertained mult un: woidably draw 
at:cr them a Nlultitude ot others ot the like 
N: ITUTC and f end. NC. | 

To what has been aire: dy ofter's, we think it 

wr Duty therefore to add the tollowing Things, 
Khich as Lacy are ot great Weight with us, 10 
we hope they Wil not be ww Rolly "diſregarded dy 


Thole tor whom they arc more efp pecially 
lien d 


CD S T Head of Apvice 


1 5 


W ur x new Nations are vented and propaga- 
ted, it does very much concern Thoſe, who arc 
inclin'd to ramper with them, to take care they 
indulg ze nothing in Themſelves, which may pro- 
roke tlie Holy ana Jealous Go to leave them 
to a Spirit of Delution. Every one ſhould think 


it his Duty, at ſuch a Tune more elpccially 20 


ſearch his Ways and narrowly to in{pect his We | 


Heart. 


I r is certain, that whatever be our Notions, 
an unholy Lite is a damning Error in Practice; 
which (vetacs what is to be approhe: nucd from 

the juſt Difpleaturc of GO will of itſelt Hrong- 
ly diſpoſe Nien to Errors in Opinion. We cati- 


ly 
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ly give into thoſe Sentiments that are pleating to 
our corrupt Nature. The Accounts ve have 
of thoſe who firſt departed trom toe Faich, now 
them to have been Perſons ot no good Lite, tor 
tho' they profeſſed to know Gov, yet in their 
Works they deny'd him. Tit. i. 16. and were 
Enemies to the Pouer of Godlinefs, not irnitand- 
ing they retain'd tne Fm ot it. Tim. iti. 5. It 
was this made way tor the dangerous Errors 
they fell into. Wherefore thoſe Opinions arc 
juſtly to be ſuſpected, that are found to rike molt 
with Men of a corrupt or vain Converſation. 
Wi cannot with too ſenſible a Concern, ob- 
ſerve the great Decay ct ſerious Picty there is a- 
mong us, Religion with moſt People being 
dv indled into a liteleſs Form, and become the 
Matter of their Speculation and Talk; but not 
of their Practice. It muſt be ſaid to the Ho- 
nour of our Forefathers, that they took care to 
Adorn their Profeſſion with a ſuirable Life, be- 
ing ordinariiy Men of real Holineſs and Vertue. 


Happy were it for us cod we ſupport an equal 


Claim to the like Character ! Bur alas ! there 
is too much Evidence of the contrary. Indeed 
in Point of Knowledge we have rais'd cur Pre— 
tenſions to a great Height, fo as not &:ly to equal 
All that have gore before us, but to exceed 
them in Clearneſs of Conception and Juſtneſs of 
Thought. But it whitt thus we profeſs our- 
{elves to be wiſer than our Forefathers, we fun 
tall vaſtly beneath them in all the Inftinces of 
holy Converſation and Godlineſs, it muſt needs 
be a very great and inexcuſable Reproach upon 
US. | 
AxD if this ſhould prove to be the Caſe, wiil 
it not afford Ground to doubt of ſuch Pretenſi- 
ons? 
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ons? Is it likely Gop ſhould make the clear- 
elt and tullett Diſcoverics of himſelt ro Thoſe, 
who ſhall have that leaſt at Heart, winch ver 
we mult ſuppoſe him 3 to intend by ſo 
gracious a Vouichlatement ? Our. Sv iour 
(peaking ot the M/ferics of the Kia, dom of Hea- 
Ten, gives i 2% a Rule of Divine Conduct, that 
ue. hath (hat is, males good Uſe of his 
Knc wicdgze) to him joai be given, aud bs ſhall hade 
more abiding, bit her hath aut (makes 
not ſuch vicot it) from him ſha be taken away 
even that he hath. Matt. Ai. 11, 12. Abuſed 
Light is either a wotul! Preſage ot Darhneſs 
coming on, er an Indication of its being already 
infl:-ecd. The Gentil had a great Conceit of 
their Wiſdom and Knowledge, and yet at that 
very time they ran into the "fouleſt Errors. 
is faid, They became vain in _ Ima? inations 
aud their fe oft; h H art was darl ned, profe(ſtun tHenn- 
| felves IIe thy y became F.. Ra, 1 
| (Gon permitted them, even when they thought 
ſo well of themſelves, to diſgrace their Under- 
{landing in ſuch a Manner tor acting contrary to 
their natural Light ; have we nothing to appre- 
hend tor our Abuſe of thoſe infinitely greater Ad- 
vantages we have by the ſuperadUcd Light of 
Revelation ? | 
WurHr x making theſe Reflections, we dare 
not paſs our Judgment on any Perſons further 
than their own Actions ſhall evidently Condemn 
them; and ſo far the Goſpel allows us to go, 
hich tells us that by their Fruits we jhall know 
them. Matt. vii. 20. Dis applied there to falſe 
Priphers, but may be extended farther; tor what- 
ever People are, in regard ct their Doctrines whe- 
ther Sound or E rroneous, "TS Certain They can 
= never 
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never be good Men, who are of a bad Lite. And 


it mult be the greatelt Aggravation of Sin a- 
bore all others to proteſs the 'I'ruth and not 
live under the Influence ot it. 'I'his has been 
ſo much the Caſe of the preſent Age, that we 
tear the Guilt of it is become prevailing, which 
makes it the leſs ſtrange, that G o v ſhould ſut- 
fer dangerous Errors, like an infectious ang waſting 
Plague, to break out as a righteous Judgment 
upon us. 5 
SURELY it is an awtul and ſpeaking Provi- 
dence we arc under, which loudly calls upon 
every one to examine himſelf, and to lay his 
Sins moſt deeply to Heart, nor is it enough that 
we conteſs them to Gop, unleſs we do as Men 
in good earneſt, enter with og No reſolution 
upon all ſuch Meaſures as are proper and neceſ- 
ſary to rectity what is evidently amiſs among 
us. This ſeems to be the only Way left to avert 
the Divine Wrath. Were it once cttectuaily 


done, and inſtead of fomenting Diſputes about 


Matters of the moſt tranſcendent and aw tal 
Nature, did we heartily retorm in thoſe Things, 
that have been too long tne common Complaint, 
but without due care to redreſs them; tis to be 
hop'd, Gov would direct us in a Way that 
ſhculd end our Ditterences, and alfo prevent the 
Judgments that othery, ite threaten us and arc 
eren at the Door. 


SECOND lad of Abvick. 


Wiiar we would recommend in the next 
Place, is eu Fray to Gop ith: [thr t 
Lights; that He would mercituily preſerve us 
trom all dangercus Docirines, and guide us in- 

| dt 
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into the Knowledge of his ſaving Truth. This 
mult approve itſelt to All that have any Scriouſ- 
nels lett with them, and will be deſpis d by none 
but ſuch as are of an Arhciltical Spirit. Prayer 
is a ſolemn Ordinance ot GOD, a Duty which 
none have reaſon to be aſham'd ot, and what All, 
that have any thorough Acquaintance with it, 
mult highly eltecm tor the Benefit they have 
tound by it. 

A x Þ what more promiſing Method can we 
take towards the ſettling ut our Minds in rela- 
tion to the Points in queſtion than this? Go 
who beſt underſtands his own Nature , is belt 
able to lead us into the certain Knowledge of 
what He requires to be believd concerning 
Himſclt. He being intinite and unſcarchable 
(tor who cau find out the Almighty to Perfection? 
J Ri. 7.) can doubtleſs it He pleaſes, propoſe 
tnat to our Faith which is untathomable to our 
Reaſun. Bur in order to know whether He has 
dune fo, we ougat previouily to all our In- 
quiries, to ſeek his Direction and Afſiltance. In 
doing this we ſhould be very ſincere, and very 
importunate too, inaſmuch as it is not a- 
bout Matters or ger but ſuch as di- 
rectly concern the Ohe of our = e; and 
conſequently are of the higheſt Nature and Mo- 
ment which mult be determin'd, in order to 
the regulating of our religious Worſhip and 
Behaviour: And it through any faulty Byaſs in 
us, they be not rightly derermin'd, may prove 
very hurtful it not fatal to us. 

Wk could neter want Nlotives to this Duty, 
did werightly conſider and were we duly impreſs'd 
with a Senſe of the Miſery of our Condition by 


tic Fall. What can be more affecting than 
| R 2 x thoſe 
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thoſe Accounts which the Scripturcs give us ot 
it? How great is that Darkneſs which, like a 
thick Veil, is ſpread ever the whole Art and 
Heut! Eph. iv. 18. How deplorable the \V eak- 
neſs wiicn our Faculties have contracted 5 By 
reaſon of which we are fo far from 443/42 or 
diſcerizing the Things of GoD in a rig... and ſpi— 
ritual Manner, that we arc not ſo much as ca— 
pable Of rece/ming them, 1 C. Xii. 1.4, Nor does 
our Miſery lie in a4 bare Siupacity of Na- 
ture, but a rootcd Are, and H ſirility, 
ſhewing itſelf in a Wav of Of ti to ſuen 
a Degrec, as it EmTrity to GOD, Verc now 
the chict and diſtingi.i\bing Froperty Ci the c! 
Mind. Rom. viii. 7. Ann, we Hcart of 
Nan 15 {et 17 5 as Ce iu (163 all 7 ici 

aud deſperately Tic! ed. Jer „XVII. V. Hence 
IT 15, that e arc Fall 5 decov'd and d into 
Errors, but not ſo catily h ied trom then 

And beſides all OI „Me have a ſubril kne- 
my, Milo is ever y archtut and read 1 
prove the Advantages theſe gie bin 
his Artiſtccs upor nus, d to wale vs the of- 
ficiovs, to uns ar Infrroments et GUT oon 
Deſiructicon: Re toc fall avly confider this 
as the real Ce dition Of gory Mart *, Nature, 
ard that eve 1 by Gr: are not perliecrly rid Of 
theſe Exils, yo a Ire} fx? lar: 80 Nemain- ers 
ot them in the very Eeſt, ult 7 CLUS [ce E.G 
lictle Reaſcn ig ha to rrivit 10 hm (ell but Low 
mich to implore che grac ws: 3 Tat he 
(1,0 G1 * Ci} CHO It.) vun Er. ul conduct 
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KINO David, tho he hal many Advantages 
above othcr private Mer, ver wought ir his 
Intereſt as well as 1:1! „ TO mah e this tne Mat- 
ner of his meſt hum Supplication. . Show me 
thy Ways, O Lob, th me ty Pons, lend 
me juto thy Truth aid teach mw, Nc. Pſal. xxv. 4, 
5. We md him men, the ile Requeſt nao 
Iefs tl.an fix and tvornty imes in the CXIX. 
V/ alu. 10 Mhat mult {0 importunate an Ad- 
drcfs be c ing, bur the deep Senſe he had of his 
reed of GroD to cure his Ignorance, and pre- 
4h him trem the Treachery ct his own Heart? 

tic Apoltle Paul pray d very carneſtly for thoſe 
to whom he wrote his E piſtles, That Gov 
V. ould gie tem 1 Handling in all Ti hings. 2 Tim. 
11. 7. That the Eyes of their Underſtaading being 
ealichtiicd, tl ey mich know what is the hope of their 
Cahing., Fr h. i. 18. Ard can we take a bet- 
ter Cca rc tor e o 1s there that 
teucheth lite GOD? J xxxvi. 22. Who at the 
{re tine he propeles ro us the Objects of our 
Faith, cn heal the liltemper d Faculty and 
give: mn Underſtar ding ro 17 fe. 32 both Good and 
3 rich and Error, a Blciling which none 
can beſtow but in it. 


THIRD Head of Apvice. 


To Prater we are to join the careful read- 
ins aid wirſulti % of the Holy Scriptures. We 
ſhould be very much in the wrong, did Wc 
judge, that after Praver to Go, we might 
then very ſately, commit © Curſelves, to the ſingle 


Conduct of our own Real: ings; tor thus we 
thould {fi wander in the Dark : But we mull 


male ule ct the Hein which he hath given us in 
4 race 
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order to aſſiſt us in our great Weakneſſes, and to 
ſupply our valt Defects. We arc to take the 
BIBLE into our Hands and give diligent 
heed to that, as unto a Light that ſhineth ia a dark 
Place. 2 Pet. i. 19. It werea dangerous Fallacy 
to imagine, that becauſe we have ſougit the 
divine Direction, we mult thereupon be preſerved 
from Miſtakes, altho' we followed no other 
Light than that ot our own Reaſon. This were 
a Degree of wild Euthuſiaſm, againſt which, 
how inuch ſoever ſome may inveigh, They molt 
certainly come neareſt to it, who form their 
Idea's of Gop purely from within themſelves, 
without the Aſſiſtance of his Word, and not they, 
who regulate their Conceptions of his Nature 
and Worſhip altogether by it. 

Thnx Method which he is pleaſed now to 
take in revealing his Mind, is a Method 
the moſt agreeable to our reaſonable Nature that 
can be. Ard as this is done on his Part, fo that 
which he expects on ours is, that we be not 
wanting to ourſclves in any thing we are ca- 
pable of. He hath condeſcended to favour us 
with his written WO R D, in which is con- 
tain'd all that we need to know, believe, and 
do in order to our Salvation. And whatever is 
neceflary hereto, he hath deliver'd there with ſo 
much intelligible Plaineſs, that it will be a 
Man's own Fault if he perceive it not. This 
Word he hath given and appointed to be tlie 
common Rule ot every Man's Faith and Prac- 
rice, who being turniſhed with natural and 
moral Capacitics is required to ſearch into it, 
John v. 39. and to make uſe of the Means and 
Abilities, that are afforded him in Order to 
find cur the Senſe of it. 

AND 


of the ever Bleſſed TRIX ITX. 127 


A xD that none might impoſe upon us, it is 
made not only the Privilege, but the Duty of 
every one to judge tor himſelf. But tho” it be 
ſo we arc diligently to obſerve, that it is not 
left abſolutely to our Liberty to think and judge 


as we pleaſe. We are no more to put or force a 


Senſe upon the Scriptures, by any preconceived 
or private Notions of our own, and thereby to 
make a Faith to ourſelves, than others are to 
do it for us; but mult take them in their 
own Senſe, which is the common Senſe in which 
all are to underſtand them. And this being 
(as hos been ſaid) in all Things neceſſary to Sal- 
vation ſufficiently plain, it a Man thall notwith- 
ſtanding this fall into Error, it will be no Ex- 
cuſe for him to ſay, that he apprehended the 
Scriptures in another Senſe than Go p intended 
them. | 

HOW EFH R to prevent this, we muſt beware 
of being inſeparably attach'd to thoſe Notions 
we have preconceived by the bare and unaſſiſt- 
ed Light of our natural Reaſon, but muſt take 
Care to regulate theſe Notions of ours by the 
Scriptures, and not to govern the Senſe of Scri- 
pture by them, which were all one with a 
Man's pretending to correct the Light of the 
Sun by holding a Candle to it. In order to un- 
derſtand the true Senſe ct the Scriptures, we 
muſt according to Reaſon and the Practice of all 
true Proteſtants hitherto, let them be their own 
Interpreter, and explain their own Meaning. 
This we ſhall do by finding out the Occa- 
hon and Detien of their ſeveral Parts; the Sco 


of the Argument that is treated of; the Con- 


nexion of any particular Place with what goes 


before and atter; the genuine Meaning of the 


Words 
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Words by comparing them with other Places 
and taking them according to the Intention of 
the Writer in this or that particular Place. And 
when by obſeriing of theſe or any otl.er allowed 
and reaſonable Rules ot Interpretation, it ſhall 
maniteſtly appear, that ſuch a Propotition or 
ſuch a Doctrine is taught us, we arc bound to 
believe it, altho* the Doctrine fo taught be vaſt- 
ly above and altogether incomprehentible to our 
Reaſon. For as the great Chiliigworth hath 
well obſcrv'd. No Demonſtrat.on can be ſtronger 
than this, GOD hath ſaid jo, and, therfore it 
miſt be true. 

Brsipis this, we have the Liberty ol waking uſc 
ot any turther additional Helps, which are a- 
torded us by the Diſcourſes and Writ.ngs ot thoſe 
who have purpoſely treated of theſc Points, and 
have made it their ſtudy, to ſw wet Scrip— 
ture Evidence there is on the Side of the com- 
monly recewed Faith, and to diſcover the Falla- 
cics of thoſe who have endeavour'd to embaraſs 
and pervert it. And doubtleſs it is but prudent 
and juſt, as well as our Duty not raſhly to 
go over to a aew Faith betore we have calm- 
ly and impartially heard, read, and conſider'd, 
What is to be ſaid in vindication ct the Old. 
But ſtill in the Uſe of theſe, or any other 
Means, our chief Dependance muſt be upon 
G op, withou whole Afliſtance anc Pleiſiu g, 
we are liable and but too prove through the na- 
tural Prejuaices and Corruprions 0! © ur Hearts 
to tall into Miſtakes ; v hich Canti-leration f 
erer mind us of our Duty, and male us in all 
cur ſearches after Truta to be very earncit v. ith 
Gon, that He would oo or Cee % as He 
did tha art ot the Dil: iples tio. ee nn tide and 

£ie 
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the Scriptures, Luke xxiv. 45. and behold the wwon- 
drons Things contained in his Law. Pſal. cxix. 118. 


U RT H Head of Apvicxk. 


| Ax» that we may not fail of this great and 

neceſſary Blefſing, the Principal Duty, that is 
| indiſpenſably rect air'd On Our Part, is 4a Meek 
| and humble Diſp-/ition of Miad, winch is the laſt 
Thing we ſhall take the Liberty to recommend 
in a more particular and eſpecial Mahner. 

I r is faid that the Meet he vil guide in 
Fudgmeat, aud the Ale be will reach Vis Way. 
Pſal. xxv. g. It 15twice mentioned, the, more to 
invite our Notice, and affect us with a Senſe 
| of its Neceſſity and Importance. This 1s the 
| beſt Prepara.ory in order to gain a true and right 

Knowledge of Spiritual Things, and the fitteſt 
Temper of Mind to ſecure our Intereſt in the 
Promiſe. It concerns us therefore to underſtand 
wherein it lies, that we may accordingly apply 
our Endeavours for the obtaining of it. 
Wer think ir proper in the f Place to illu- 
ſtrate it by its Contrarics, which, tho' we ſhall 
but tranſiently glance upon, deſerve however to 
be conſider'd with all tne Deliberation and Se- 
riouſneſs that is poſſible. 
ure then that are truly meek and humble 
do avoid, as much as may be, all angry and 
wrathful Paflions, as know ing that the ub of 
Man weorketh at the Rirhtoos ſuefs of G60 n. 
James i. 20. They arc not of A pru laſty, 
a fierce and furious Spirit, chat will bear no 
Contradiction. 
Tun y entertain no ſuch fond Conceit of their 
Own Opinion» or Reafoninss, as Mail make them 
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deſpiſe and run down thoſe, who do not in all 
Things conceive as tlicy do, and are tar trom 
engroſſing all Knouledge and all Wiſdom to 
themſclves. As if they were the People, and 11 j- 
dom mit die with them. Fob xii. 2. 

Tui y are not ot a bold and preſuming Temper, 
and think rnemſclves capable, and aticct, to p 'y 
into the ſecret Things of GOD, which do no 
belong to us. Dent. Xxxix. 29. 

Ju are nor of a captious and cavilling 
Humour, ard be apt to wrangle about every 
Thing, and delight to fart Dithculties, even 
where there are none. 

Tur vy are not of ſuch 2 litigious and ſtuborr 
Spirit, as rather then own a Miltake, to main- 
tain an Oppoſition, tho ail Objections have bed 
fairly anſwer d. 

T' Ht y arc tar trom taking Delight in ſetting 
People at variance, in cauling Divitions, or pro- 
moting Animolities ard Striles among fellow 
Chriſtians, but greatly lament and bewail them. 

B x 1.x C defireus to krow the Truths, 
They do not futter themſelves to be biaſs'd by 
any {clffh Vicus. They practice ro Deceits. 
T bt put cn ro Masks cr falſe Dreites. They 
appear not in an outv.ard Shev only of Humil:- 
ty. "They make no uſe of Diſlimulations or 
cunning Arts to cover er palliate their {ccret 
Sentin ents. Ie have recourſe to no ſiniſter 
and unfair Methe de in propagating their Ne- 
tions, or bringing thoſe under Diſcredit and DI 
reputation th:it aitier from them. 

ALL * hich toretnention © Injiances male up 
the 8 Scriyeure Acco unt that is given ct tlie e, 
who, in the Apeſtol Ar did endeavuur to 


| rertert Lic Ges e! of Ch ritt. Who inlicad « 
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being meek and humble, were prozed Boaſters of 
th, mſelves, he, ly, high minded , flerce De ſpiſers of 
th fe that are goed, having a Hu of God!tueſs but 
denying the Poxcer thereof (a). Elſewhere ._ 
are deſcribed as IH in Sheep \ 0 4% (b). 
As thoſe that cavſed Diviftvis and Oude! ceu- 
trary to the Do:trine that had ben received, aad by 
good Hhords and fair Speeches deceit erng the Hearts of 
the Simple (c). Uſtig Slights a dus N [3 
whereby they lay in wait to der (d). Crecfpins tu 
to Hie and leading captive fill, 1: Umen, .. (*) 
From all which the primitive Chrittians were 
carefully warned and exl.orted by the Apouliles 
to turit away, and to 2 tem (J. 

I x like Manner is Our Duty, not only 
heedtully to watch againſt theſe Extis in ourſelves, 
and to keep at a Diſtance from ſuch as practice 
them, but to tollow the whollome Co anſel that 
is given by the Apoſtles St. Peter and St. James, 
which i is, that Laying afide A i. IL. Aauitice, endl ALL 
2 ile, aud Hyvpecrifies, aud Euvics, and ALL evil 
Spe. th Nos, and ALL Fil:hizefs, aiid Siperfluity Ui 
£ Vaughticeſs VC do, as uW bari Rr the i, (that 1 158 
with an harmleis and humble lind) deſire the 
fraeere Bite: of tie T1. VI 4 (9). 

Ab aw, this excellent Temper and Dilpo- 
licion dogs take place in us; hen Ve are truly 
lentible of our own Detecis, and pay a juſt Dct- 
{Crence to thoſe Gitrs a nd Graces we diſcern in 
Orners. 


Wur x we are tractable and uilllng to be 
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inſtructed, inclin'd to hear what is offered, and 
lay dur ſelves open to Conviction. 

Wulf Ve are dipaſſionate, ſedate and calm, 
ready to give every thing its due W eight and 
Conlideration. 

WHzix ve are cardid and ſincere, fair and 
above board, honeit and impartial. 

W ur ue are peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be 
intreated, taking up with hat is reaſuna ble for 
Satisfaction, counting it ro Diſhonour to own 
our Mitiakes, or it it be; arc willing to take 
the Shame ot it, and glad to receive the Evi- 
dence dt Truth from whatever Hand it comes. 

W ir x cur Spirits are really broken under 
an abaſing Senſe ot our Sin and Guilt, our Vile- 
neſs and Miſery ; being deeply convinced of the 
abſolute necd we have of Salvation, and yet the 
great Obſtacles that lic in the Way to it from 
the extreme Corruption of our Nature and the 
Malice of the Evil onc. 

Wurd our chief Solicitude is to know the 
Truth as it is in Jeſus, and in order to that, 
have our chief Dependance upon Go to guide 
us in our Inquiries after it. 

Wurd we revererce his Word above all 
Things, obcy its Counſels, ſubmit to its Au- 


thority, ſilence the Mutterings ot Unbelief, and 


quaſh the Objections of proud and carnal | "i 
{on againſt its plain Dict wes. And, in a Word, 
when tllis is made the clue End of all our In- 
QuiriCs, that ve may know the Will ct God 
in order to Obey it. 
Tust arc the Things pointed at in all ſuch 
Paſſages of Scripture Which direct us to a Con- 
cern or our Souls more than any other 


Thing 
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Thing,(a)which | peak ot the Kno ledge of Salvati- 
on as the priacipal Thing (b). Which direct us to 
baſe ourſelves (c), and atture us that GOD refiſteth 
the Pread, but giveth Grace to the Humble (a). That 
he hiacth from the Il iſe aud Prudent, what he is 

pleaſed to reveal to Babes and Sucklings (e). Which 
2 that if an Mun Jer to be wiſe, he become 
a Fool that le may be wiſe, becauſe he that is 
puffed up and thinketh that he Lud aiy thing, 
the ſame knowetr nothing yet as he onghe to kuow (J). 
Which adviſe us uf to lea to our owt Unde: [tandig, 
but to ackzowwledge G O D in all our Havs . and 
aſſures us that he that truſteth his own Heart 1+ a 
Fuol (hb). Which requires us to ſpeak te T 112 
Love (i), to be ſwiſt t) hear, flow to Math (&) 
to do aothing through Strife and vain Gliry, bit in 
Iowlineſs of Mind to eftcem others better than ourletltes 
(J. And finally to caſt dun Imaginations and every 
bi:h thing that exalteth itſelf againſt the Knowledge of 
G O D, and to bring into Captivity every v org r to 


the Oledienc: of CHRIST (). 


ADVANTAGES of the foregoing 
ADVICE. 


I x all theſe Particulars it is our Duty to ſhow 


tic unteigned Meekneſs and Humility ct our 


Spirits. Theſe are what the Scriptures largely 
iflt upon and very much inculcate, wheretore 
we ſhould endeavour by all tlie Morives of Per- 
iwaion to exhort one another to them. And 
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certainly there is nothing of greater Conſequence 
in the preſent Caſe, or that would more cttect- 
ally prepare our Hearts tor the Divine Initruc- 
tion. This Humility as it is the Qualification 
G op requires on our Part; ſo were we once 
thoroughly poſleſs'd of ir, we ſhould ſown per- 
ceive its bleſſed Effects many Ways. 

Fon were Men of this meck and humble 
Spirit, could we practice it in all the Initances 
that have been mentioned; and more particu- 
larly did we ſhow it in the deepelt Concern about 
the chief Affair our Salvation; were we duly 
ſenſible of our loſt Condition by Nature, and 
fully convinced how much depends in Relation 
to our everlaſting Happineſs in another World, 
upon a right Belief of thoſe great Doctrines, 
which are now diſputed; how many Impedi- 
ments might it remove out of our Way ! 

Oder would hope it would prove an citec- 
tual Means, in thc it Place, to deliver thoſe 
from their Scetici i and Inditterence, who would 
feign imagin it to be of no great Moment, whic! 
ſide of the Quettion is held in the preſent Con- 
troverſy, that is, whether they a the S o N 
and Horry SPIRI r to be ot the {ame undi- 
vided Nature with the Fa TH YR, or den att 
they arc ſo, or ſaſpeud their Belief. And ac- 
cordingiy whether they Worſhip them as one 
Gop, or different in Nature, or (being in doubt) 
worſhip they know not what. It is very ſur- 
prizing, that Things of this Import, ſhould ever 
be looked upon with ſuch Indimrence. But ere 
Men deeply humbled under a right View or cheir 
molt wretched Condition by reaion of Sin, and 
were they brouglit under the last degree of Con- 
ceru 
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cern to know how they might be ſaved ; doubt- 
leis they would think it of great Moment with 
regard both to their Comfort here and Safety 
nercafter, to underſtand u hat a Saviour and what 
a Suzttifier they lac to truſt to, and how they 
ouglit to demean themſelves towards them. 

Apo as in ſuch a Caſe theſe Things would 
appear to be of no {mall Conſequence, fo would 
tley be exceeding wary how they fell into Miſ- 
tales about them. They would be very ſerious 
in their Ir quiries about Matters of fo e a 
Nature, and very feartul of offending Go b, to 
whom alone they mult, be beholden for the true 
and ſaving Knowledge of them. In treating of 
theſe T hirgs they wv ould endeavour to excite the 
moſt becoming Ave in their Spirits, and to be- 
have themiclves in ſuch a Manner, as ſhould 
teſtiſy the protourd Revercrce they have of the 
Holy and Infinite Majeſty of Go Dp. They are 
the Unſenſible, the Proud, ard the Profane, that 
make them the Subject of familiar Talk, and 
bandy them about in cemmon Converſation 
with a light and vain Mind, to the great Diſ- 
honour of Religion ard Griet of all good Men: 
but they that have any becoming Apprehenſi- 
ons of GOD, that know the infinite Diſtance 
there is betu cen him and them, cr have a juſt 
Senle ct their ov.n Caſc; would be very cau- 
ticus how they make Felt with the molt facred 
My ficrics of nis inſcrutable Nature, fcr tear 
I-tc his Jealcuſy beirg enh indled, he ſhould ſanc- 
tity him ſelf upen them hy ſe me ſudden and ex- 
amplury Iclen ct his Diſylsaſure. 

Breip+ts, vere Men's Svirits' ſufficiently 
ſubdu'd ard bur bed, would it net greatly tend 
lo lein tee Pilculties Vie row they make 

| tucn 
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ſuch a Stir about? "Tis probable they would 
not think it ſo hard a Matter for Gor, whom 
they acknowledge to be incomprehenſible in his 
Nature, to propoſe ſuch Things for the Object 
of their Faith, which are incomprehenſible ro 
their Underſtanding ; thereby to try their Faith, 
their Submiſſion and Obedience. They would 
not be ſo ready to explode a Doctrine concerning 
his infinite Being, becauſe they cannot bring it 
to the Level of their finite and ſhallow Capacities, 
nor would they confidently preſume to charge it 
with Contradictions, and, under Pretence ot a- 
voiding them, run themſelves into thoſe that are 
really and palpably ſo. They would not be ſo 
forward in concluding nothing to be true, bur 
what they are able to underſtand, and thereby 
exalt (contrary to the Proteſtant Principle) their 
own poor Reaſon above the Divine Revelation, 
and make That, in effect, and not this, the Stan- 
dard of T'ruth and final Determiner of what is 

right or wrong, true or falſe. | 
Nay, might we not expect, They would 
judge it a high Degree of Arrogance to pry into 
thoſ: Things, which G op has conceal'd with- 
in himſelf, as we juſtly deem thoſe to be very 
bad Servants, who (tho' it were only out of Cu- 
rioſity) ſhould attempt to open and look into a 
Secret, of which, their Matter had not entruſted 
them with the Key. And would they not think 
it very rude to form Diſputes about the ſacred 
Myſteries of our Religion, which in the Nature of 
Propoſitions are plainly enough reveal'd, merely 
becauſe they cannot explain the Manner of them? 
"Tis likely, they would judge it highly diſho- 
nourable, not to believe what GOD favs of hin 
ſelf, unleſs he ſhow them how it can be ſo; as 
it 
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it would in ſome Caſes be a high Airont to an 
honeſt Man, not to believe hat he folemnly 
affirms, unleſs he demonſtrate the 'I'hing to them, 
or let them ſee it with their own Eyes. They 
would more caſily trace the tcartul Conſequen- 
ces of ſuch a Carriage. and obſerve how it not only 
deſtroys all Divine Fait/, by leaving nothing to 
be receiv'd upon the b.e Tc/timony of GOD 
concerning himſelt, but opens a wide Door to 
[afidelity and dow nright Atlciſm. Fer if we 
will believe rothing, til all the Difficulties our 
wanton Minds may ſtart about it are anſwer'd, 
we muſt remain Unbclicvers tor ever. 

As theſe arc the adv antageous and ſalutary 
Effects, which a mcek and humble Temper does 
naturally tend to produce; fo tor theſe Re aſons, 
we cannot but recommend and preſs it with all 
the Earncſtneſs that the Calc deſerves. We arc 
certain tliat this is the only ſure Way of attain- 
ing to the Knowledge ot the T ruth in theſe 
Points, not only trom the Nature of the Thing, 
but becauſe it is the Way which Go p hath ex- 
prelly inſtituted tor this End, with the Additi- 
on of his gracious Promiſe tor our Encourage- 
ment. And indeed, without ſuch a Temper as 
this, we ſhall have but little Comfort by entring 
into Diſputes ; tor unleſ; Men can be brought to 
ſubmit their corrupt and captious Reaſon to the 
Authority of G 01's Word, and acquieſce in his 
ſole Teftimoay concerning theſe tranſcendent and 
ſublime Matters, it is not in our Power, nor do 
we pretend by any other Arguments to convince 
them. And {ince we all profeſs to be ſeeking 
I'ruth, there is no ingenuous or impartial Perſon 

can be avcrſc to that » Which is the only way 
ot coming at it; eſpecially in this Caſe, where 


the Queſtion isot ſuch Mo nent. 
P The 
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Gop knows how tar it is from our Deſign 
to ircreaſe the Prejudices of Thoſe we wouid 
endeavour to perſwade ; yet we muſt be faith- 
tul, We arc willing to take ro Ourſelves the 
Shame ot all that Blindneſs, Vanity, and De— 
ceit we find in our own Hearts, and hope that 
Thoſe to whom we now apply, will take it as no 
Reflection, that we think them to have their 
Share of the ſame Corruption, it being what is 
common to Mankind; tor v hich Reaſen ve have 
all Cauſe enough to be humble. We would by 
no Means lcflen thoſe valuable Abilities, which 
Go hath beſtow d upon any, but we crave leave 
to remind them ot that ſay ing, Knowledge 
priffeth up, 1 Cer. viii. 1. Great Parts, whether 
natural or acquird, have oft-times prov'd a 
dangerous Temptation, and the warit Errors 
have been obſery A ro procced from Men of the 
moſt ſubtil Wit. | 

T host arc not always on the ſureſt Side, 
that have got tie Art ot I hinkingourt of the com- 
mon Way. We may aftirm this, in relation to 
the neceſlary Articles of our Faith, Here what 
is moſt comn on is wolt true, tor what is ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation, Go p culd have belier'd 
by A11, and therefore Perſons of the greateſt 
Attainments have reaſon to ſuſpect themſelves, 
when departing trom that which has been genc- 
rally believ'd by Chriſtians of all forts, a tew 
only (and that but now and then) cxceptcd. 
And grant that ſome ot Thoſe who cſpouſe the 
new Notions, are Men of Learning; vet what 
Pretentions can they make, which others of thc 
contrary Sentiments may not do with equal 
Juſtice ? What Skill have they in tlie original 

| La: 
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Languages, which others have not had to as great 
a Degree? What fair and juſt Rules of Inter- 
pretation have they follow'd, which the other 
have not done > What Strictneſs and Impartiality 
have the One uſed in their Inquiries, that can- 
not (at leaſt with equal Truth) be ſaid of the 
other ? 

Ax» have they no Ground for Suſpicion in 
themſelves, when diſſenting from the whole Chri- 
ſtian Church in Points that have been ſo often 
and narrowly examin'd ? Which tho' ſometimes 

oppos'd by bold and crafty Men, were never 
long doubred of, but have been the more eſta- 
blily d, by how much the greater Fury it is 
with which they have been attack'd. Has the 
Catholirk Church been all along in an Error about 
theſe great Doctrines, or hare they hitherto wor- 
Miped they knew not what ? Then every Chri- 
ſtian Temple ſhould have the ſame Inſcription 
upon it, as was upon the Atheaian Altar. T' o 
THE UNKNOWN GOD, Acts, xvii. 23. Then 
the Apoſtle was in an Error, when he faid, 1 
know whom I hate believed, 2 Tim. i. 12. Is ut 
the Deſign of the Scriptutes to direct us only in 
the AMſunner of worſhip, and leave People to form 
Conceptions of the Obyje:t as they think proper? 
Or is it not to give a more diſtinct Account of 
the Object, and from thence to ſhew us how we 
ought to worſhip Him? Should they not for 
Medeſty Sake entertain fome Jealouſy of their 
Notions, rather than condemn in an unreaſon- 
able, as well as uncharitable Manner, the whole 
Chriſtian World? 

An they certain they have no Cauſe of 
Miſtruſt ; no Ground of Fear on their Part? 
Not any at all? tho' Gov hath told us that the 
Heart of Min is deceitful above al Things, and 

1 2 deſpe- 
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deſperately Wicked? Are they ſure they have no 
latent Evil in them that migat diſplcaſe the Al- 
mighty 2 Have not learned Men and Miniſters 
their peculiar 'T'emprations? And is not Satan 
uſually more buſy with them in relation to theſe 
Matters than with others, as knowing how much 
more it v ill turn to his Account, it he can but 
draw them into a Snare ? Should they not upon 
ſuch an Occation put to T'cmicives all the cloſe 

ueſtions that are proper ? For our Part we dc- 
lire ſtrictly to judge ourſelves, nor would we re- 
ly wholly upon our own Scrutiny, but beg of 
Gov, that he would /.arch us, and know our 
Hearts, that he would :-y ts and know our Thoughts, 
and ſee if there be un wicked May in us, aad lead 
in the ay everlaſting. Plal. cxxxix. 23. We think 
it no Breach of Chriſtianity to beſeech others to 
do the like. JU there uot a Cauſe Surely it is a 
Time of Tempraticn, and ſhall we not inquire 
wherefore GO 15 come to prove us, and that in 
the very Matters ot our Faith ? 

Wir have no {mull Conlict in ourſelves to 
behave aright under this ſad Diſpenſation ot 
Providence. Me arc aflur'd on the one Hand, 
that God is a jealous Gon, who Neth the 
Reins and Heait, keeping a watchtul Eye upon 
us: And wo unto us, it through our Fault the 
Truth ſhall jutter and our People be mitled by 
the Sigl: of Mew, and cuntuing Craftiacfs., And 
yet on the other Hand, we mult be very cauti— 
ous lelt we tranſgreis thoſe Rules of Charity 
which the Goſpel preſcribes. We deſire to keep 
a Conſcience void cf Otterce tou ards G b and 
towards Mev. We arc ſurc it is our Duty 
to held faſt the fi, Trl, Tit. i. 9. Vo con- 
teud earneſtly fir the Huth, which was vice deli er- 
d to the Stints, Jud. iii. And Cunisr in his Epi— 
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{ile to the Church in Pergamos commends her, 
that ſhe held faſt his Name and had not deny'd 
his Faith, Rev. 11. 13. 

Ou Charity then muſt never be in Preju- 
dice of the Truth. Tis certain we are not to 
judge the hidden Principles and Motives of 
Men's Hearts, nor are we eagerly to contend 
with them about Things that have no neceſſary 
Connexion with their Salvation, neither are we 
to determine any thing concerning their final 
Statc : Bur vet it by Charity and a Catholic Spirit, 
any ſhall intend an indolent and careleſs Temper, 
that ſhall leave Men to an unbounded Liberty 
of Opinion, without making a Difference as to 
the Doctrines they hold; we are ſatisty'd there 
is a Snare in it, and that ſuch a Charity can be 
no way acceptable to Gov. For this would 
neither conſiſt with the Zeal we are requir'd to 
expreſs tor thoſe 'T'ruths that are eſſential to our 
Religion, nor with that unteigned Love we are 
bound to ſhew'to the precious Souls of Men. 

Lu Goſpel Charity indeed obliges us to hate 
no Man's Perſon, but to manifeſt a Love to all, 
but then tor this very Cauſe we ought to teſti- 
fy our Ditlike of their dangerous Doctrines even 
as ChHr1sr himſelt is ſaid to hare the Docſrine 
of the Nicolatians, Rev. iii. 15. For wherein can 
we expreſs our Love better, than by a faithful 
Warning them ct thoſe Errors, which may other- 


wiſe prove fatal to them, and by uſing our Endea- 


cours to deliver them from the Danger they arc 
in? We acknov edge that as to the Manncr of 
doing this, our Charity does further oblige us 
to ule all theſe Method) that arc proper in the 
(ale, which are by no mears thole of outward 
Compiler and tis, but thoſe of Argument 
mt Paten, we are to do all with the Spirit 
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of Meekneſs, but we muſt not let them alone, 
or indolently ſuffer them to go on in any damning 
Error, for this would be no Charity but rather 
a hating them in our Heart, Lev. xix. 17. And 
how much is it to be will'd, that as to all theſe 
forementioned particulars, the Parties on both 
Sides might have their Conſciences, bearing them 
vitneſ, that they make it their ſincere Endeavour 
ro keep ſtrictly to the Rule. 


MoTives of PERSWASION. 


AN p what in all the World would be more 
pleaſing and joytul to us, than to find Go proſ- 
pering our Attempts to the recovering ot 
any among us that are taken with the we: 
Scheme , which how plauſible ſoever it may 
appear has, in our judgment, a very danger— 
ous Tendency, and the more for that Var- 
niſh, which Men of Learning and Wit have 
put upon it. We are truly concern'd, that 
ſuch Notions ſhould be broached and propagated 
any where, but it afflicts us in a particular 
Manner, to find any among ourſelves in danger 
ot being infected with them. There are many 
Conliderations to render this exceeding grievous 
to us, which they mult be apprehenſive of as 
well as we ; but the greateſt Grief ot all is to 
reflect on the Snare they arc fallen into, and the 
dangerous Feen of it to themſelves and 
others. It old no way become the Friendſlup 
we have always proteſſed, nor the Relation we 
bear to them on a Spiritual Account, did we 
20t expreſs the tendereſt Concern on fo lamen- 
table an Occation. 

W perſwadie ourteives, it cn hardly be in 
their Power to imagine we have any Deſign up- 
on then, but that ot their Gecd. There is no 
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T'emptation to move us to the contrary, and we 
have too great a Regard to the Interelt in nich, 
from a pure Principle ot Conſcience, we are im- 
bark d, to do any thing that might weaken or 
impair it. They know themiclves the hearty 
Reſpect that has been always paid them, and 
how ready we have been to mingter all the kind 
Offices that have lain in our Power, to further 
and comfort them in their Work. It there thal 
be any Debate, it cannot owe its Riſe to per- 
ſonal Pique on our Part, but only to that juſt and 
neceſlary Concern we are bound to have for the 
moſt ſacred Truths of the Goſpel, the Honour 
ot the Redeemer, and the Weltare of their own 
and other Mens Souls. They are conſcious that 
no Doctrines have by us, and all the reformed 
Churches, been ever rechon'd of greater Impor- 
trance in the whole Chriſtian Religion, than thoſe 
that are now diſputed, nor any Opinions moro 
dangerous than thoſe that are repugnant to the 
proper Divinity of our Saviour and that ot the 
Horx Svixit. For which Cauſe they have all the 
Reaſon in the World, to impute theſe our En- 
deavcurs to a Chriſtian and Friendly Deſign. 

Wer hope they will accept them as ſuch, and 
theretore e beg leave to intreat them by all the 
Intereſt we have ever had in their Eſteem and 
Affection, to beſecch them for G oD and their 
Souls Sake, to receive what we have thus laid 
before them into their moſt ſerious Conſiderati— 
on. Ve paſſionately conjure them to do it with 
all that Calmneſs and Sedateneſs of Mind, with 
that Meckneſs and Humility of Spirit ve have 
been ſo tree as to recommend to them. 

\\ pray them to retlect on the deplorable Proſ- 
pect, which a D:ifterence about Points of this 
Nature mult needs ppen to them and us. For 

ſouid 
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ſhould they diſſent trom us in theſe Matters, 
bow great a Breach will it in all likely 
cauſe among us! For ſeeing we cannot bu! 
think it an eſſential Duty in our Religion, to 
worſhip the Su and Spirit as o Gon, or the 
fame Subſtance with the Father, ſhould they judge 
otherwiſe and deny them to be fo, How will they 
be able, with any good Conſcience, to join With us, 
when according to their ſuppoſed Sentiments, 
we mult be chargeable with the Sin of Jdolatry 
for our ſo worſhipping of God.? And how ſhall 
We on the other Hand be able to join in Worſhip 
and Communion with them, that ſhall retuſe that 
Honour to the Son and Holy Ghoſt which we be- 
heve to be indiſpenſibly their Due? And what muſt 
be the Conſequence of this, but their ſeparating 
trom us, or our withdrawing trom them, were 
it only upon this Account; not to mention other 
Cauſes, that will neceſſarily How from a Difte- 
rence in {ſuch eſſential and fundamental Points as 
theſc? And will not this greatly ſadden our 
own, and the Hearts ot all good People, ro {ce 
things brought to ſuch a paſs ? T'o obſerve that 
comely Band of Union and dclighttul Harmony, 
which has ſo long obtain'd among us, diflolv'd 
and broken? To find that we who were wont to 
worſhip Gop and take ſweet Counſel together, 


that liv'd as Brethren in ſo much Love and Peace, 
to divide and ſeparate trom one another 2 Whar 


can be more afflicting ! 

App to this the warm Diſputes, which a 
Diſſention about theſe Things will moſt proba- 
bly (it not unavoidably) create. The bitter 
Strites it may occation through human Frailty, 
and Suu with his Inftruments continually blow- 
ing the Coals. Whar a tore Exerciſe will this 
prove, to tuch as arc or a chriſtiaßn, meck and 
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p2aceable S»iric? Yer, whit a H ndrance to all 
tue more delighttull an proitable Periormne?s 
or tue Minilterial Ofc? 2 Tacle are Intelicittes 
thit are obvious to every One. Bur waen the 
Co-ruptions of Menu ſhul be ſtirred up, their 
Pailion; inflam'd, and their Spirits exaſperated 
one againſt another, who can fe: to the EAM of 
all thole Culamities and Miſeries which theſe muy 
be the Cauſcs of? Young and unexperienced 
Heads for the moſt Part have little Paought or 
theſe Ihings, bus grave and wiſe Perſons can- 
not think of them without much Griet and Sor- 
row of Heart. 

 B+rs1Dpts this, what an unexppreſſiole Diſtur- 


bance will it give to Multitudes of poor People, 
ro obſerve Thoſe, that ſhould teach them the 
Way to Heaven, and inſtruct them in the Know- 
ledge ot faving 'I'ruth, falling out among Them- 
ſelves and contending with the greatelt Eager- 
nels and Obſtinacy about the moſt eſlential 
Points? What a Temptation will this prove to 
the looſer Part? Into what endleſs Perplexitfes 
may it cult the Honeſt and well Meaning? And 


| how great an Obſtruction in general will it be to 


the Succels of the Goſpel > Who, that has the 


Concern ot Souls, the Intereſt of Religion, and 


the Honour of Gon at Heart, can reflect on 
tace- Ihings without bitter Anguiſli of Spirit? 
Surely tlicle are not Matters lightly to be paged 
over. Gronwill obſerve now we carry it under them. 

V/ cu proteſs in great 'I'ruth, that the more 
we tunk of theſe Tings, the more diſconſolate 
it makes us. Were Perſecution for Righteouſaeſs 
i Nhat vc only dreaded; we ſhould not be with- 
out our Support under ſuch a ſore Rebuke of Pro- 
vidence ; but the Proſpe& which theſe give us is fo 
diſmal, that it leaves us in a Manner without Com- 
tort, as indeed jt deſerves ra ve dreaded more than 
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any mere cutward Suflerings whatſcever. Such 
Re flectiers as theſe, ought they not to excite and 
juſtity the utmoſt Endeavours we can uſe in put- 
ing the ſpeedieſt Stop that is peſſible to Evils fo 
deitructive and pernicious 7 

AND can they with whom we have to do, be 
no way tœuch'd with theſe Things? Muſt it 
not grieve them to leave our Aſlemblies, to ſepa- 
rate jrom their old Acquaintance and hearty 
Friends? Mult it not gricve them to fee their 
dear Relativesand Others weeping and lamenting 
tor them? Mult it not attcct them to behold the ſad 
Diviſions and Diſtractions wich this may cauſe, 
(it G o prevent not) to the Diſcredit and Weak- 
ning of that Intereit, which hitherto they have 
thought the beit, and durſt not deſert thro': any 
Proſpect of woridly Advantages, or any Fear of 
Haruſhips ard Sutterings? Would it not afflict 
them, were 1t only to obſerve the Doubts, the 
Fears, the Uncertainty ct Spirit, rhe grievous Per- 
turbatiens which this muſt cauſe in the Minds of 
Others? Ard to {ay no more, mult it rot trouble 
them, to ſce nene rejoicing but [afidels and Athe- 
iſts, who will hereby be tempted mere ſtrongly 
than ever, to think there is nothing at all in Re- 
ligien, when the [rizcpal Points of it are call'd in 
Queit:on, even by thoſe that proſeſs it? 

Tur ſerious Coy ſideration of theſe Things, 
is enough to move the Heart or any one, ard 
cannot but be a ſufficient Warrant not only to 
us but every Body clic to do what in them lies 
to prevent ſuch unſpeakable Miſchicts. No 
Motives or Arguments ſhould be ncglefted, no 
Pray ers or Intreaties wanting, no Means omitted 
that have any Tencency to anſwer ſo delirable 
an End. We co therefore in the meſt tender 
and afteftiovate Manner rencw cur imęertunate 
Requeſts to theſe our Frier ds that they would 
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in the Fear of Gov, and with all the Regard 
that is due to Conſcience, obſerve and follow 
in the /tricteſt Manner thoſe Precautions and 
Counſels we have humbly cticr'd. 

Wi have the greater Reaſon to hope ay 
will comply with this our Requeſt, becauſe 
Thoſe , ar lealt, ct the Brethren here, that 
incline to favour the zew Scheme, have not yet 
(ſo far as we can learn) tully, openly, and pe- 
remptorily declared themſelves ; but ſeem ra- 
ther to be in doubt crly about theſe Mat- 
ters, tho' we are ferry that by any Methods, 
whether clarde{unly or openly , they ſhould di- 
{trac the Minus ut People with thoſe Doubts of 
theirs, ©: tore they were fully determin'd in their 
own Minds. How ardently is it to be wiſh'd 
that we might {till continue to think and ſpeak 
the ſame Things! We would beſeech them there- 
tore in the Words of the inſpir'd Apoſtle, that if 
there be au C alolation ia Chriſt, if auy Comfert of 
Lowe, if any Fellcwhip of the Spirit, if any Bouels 
of Mercy, they would f.dfill our Foy, in being like- 
minded, having the ſame Love and Being of one Ac- 
cord, ¶ one Mind with us, Phil. ii. 1, 2. 

Fer our Part, might ve be ſo happy as to pre- 
vail, we harbour no ſuch ill Will2gaivit them, ve 
have no ſuch Averion or Prejudice to their Per- 
ſons, that can hinder us, upon their ſincere and 
hearty acknowledging of the T ruth, from receiving 
them again with the moſt friendly Embraces. 
can atlure them, that as nothing could hi- 
therto make a Diviſion among us, ſo that nothing 
ſhall do it, fave what they make themſelves, and 
that in the Matters of our Go b. They cannot be 
inſenſible of the Joy that we, ard thouſands 
mere their Friends, would conceive upen their Re- 
turn; and ſhould it pleaſe Go p to crœun theſe 
our pcor Labours with Succeſs, we will vow all 
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the Glory of it to Himſelf, and he ſhall inherit 
the manyPraiſes and Thankſgivings of our Hearts. 
Bur it what we have thus attempted ſhall 
have no Effect, but on the contrary be rejected 
and deſpis'd (which G op forbid!) tho' it will 
be to the ſore Grief of our Souls, yet we ſhall 
have this to reflect upon, as ſone Matter of Com- 
fort, that we have not been wanting in our En- 
deavours to reclaim them, that we have aſtord- 
ed them our Aſſiſtance, and done it as far as 
we are able, with all the Temper and Mo- 
deration that the Goſpel requires, that 15 con- 
ſiſtent with Faithfulncſs, or that the Impor- 
tance of the Caſe will admit. That we have 
thus tar the anſwer of a good Coaſcience, and mult 
do ourſelves the Juſtice ro ſay that we ſtand bur 
where we were, That they have left us and the 
Truth nog we them, and they mult be anſwer- 
able for all the {ad Conſequences that ſhall en- 
ſue upon this unhappy Difference. They have de- 
parted from the Doctrine that has been all along 
receiv'd among us; They have been very much 
the Occaſion of all the Diſtraction that 1s in the 
Minds of poor People; They have diſturb'd the 
Quiet of our Churches; And what We have done 
has been only in neceſſury Defeace of ourſelves 
and the moſt important Truths of our Salvation : 
nor this, till with great Concern of Heart, we 
found them many Ways invaded. Should we upon 
ſo loud a Call as this, have ſat wholly ſtill, we 
could never have anſwer'd it to Go p, to his 
Church, to our own Conſciences, -to the preſent 
and future Generations, but had becn juſtly the 
Reproach of the whole Cariſtian World, and in- 
deed, of all Mankind. 

Now to the Father, Sou and FH ly Ghoſt, three Per- 
ſons, b:t One ouly eternal G O D, be Praiſe aud 
Dominion fur ever and ever. AMEN 
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